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As I have previously pointed out:

Continuing the wars in  Afghanistan and Iraq will  more than wipe out  any
reduction in carbon from the government’s proposed climate measures …

The continuance of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars completely and thoroughly
undermines  the  government’s  claims  that  there  is  a  global  warming
emergency and that reducing carbon output through cap and trade is needed
to save the planet.

I can’t take anything the government says about carbon footprints seriously
until the government ends the unnecessary wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

I now have some figures to back this up.

Professor Michael Klare noted in 2007:

Sixteen gallons of oil. That’s how much the average American soldier in Iraq
and Afghanistan consumes on a daily basis — either directly, through the use
of  Humvees,  tanks,  trucks,  and helicopters,  or  indirectly,  by  calling  in  air
strikes. Multiply this figure by 162,000 soldiers in Iraq, 24,000 in Afghanistan,
and 30,000 in the surrounding region (including sailors aboard U.S. warships in
the Persian Gulf) and you arrive at approximately 3.5 million gallons of oil: the
daily petroleum tab for U.S. combat operations in the Middle East war zone.

And in 2008, Oil Change International released a report showing that:

The war is responsible for at least 141 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent  (MMTCO2e)  since  March  2003.  To  put  this  in  perspective,  CO2
released by the war to date equals the emissions from putting 25 million more
cars on the road in the US this year.

Between March 2003 and October 2007 the US military in Iraq purchased more
than 4  billion  gallons  of  fuel  from the Defense Energy Support  Center,  the
agency  responsible  for  procuring  and  supplying  petroleum  products  to  the
Department of Defense. Burning these fuels has directly produced nearly 39
million metric tons of CO2 Just transporting 4 billion gallons of fuel to the military
in Iraq consumed at least as much fuel as was delivered nearly doubling overall
fuel-related emissions.
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Emissions from the Iraq War to date are nearly two and a half times greater than
what would be avoided between 2009 and 2016 were California to implement
the auto emission regulations it has proposed (but that the Bush Administration
struck down).

If the war were ranked as a country in terms of annual emissions, it would emit
more CO2 each year than 139 of the world’s nations do, more than 60% of all
countries on the planet.

The report also notes:

The emissions associated with the war in Iraq are literally unreported. Military
emissions abroad are not captured in the national greenhouse gas inventories
that all industrialized nations, including the United States, report under the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. It’s a loophole big
enough to drive a tank through.

Of course, the escalation of the war in Afghanistan will lead to a huge surge in greenhouse
gas emissions as well.
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