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The US Strategic Command has commenced its ‘Global Thunder’ war games. This major
military exercise involves all of STRATCOM’s major missions and come just days after the
Russian military tested its nuclear triad in large-scale drills across the country.

This year’s exercise integrates “all the capabilities of US Strategic Command [US
STRATCOM] across the globe wherever and whenever needed,” US Air Force General John
Hyten, commander of USSTRATCOM, said in a statement.

“We need to integrate our strategic capabilities in order to deliver multi-
domain effects against any adversary, anywhere in the world, at any time,” the
general added.

The exercises will apparently involve STRATCOM’s headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base as
well as its many subordinate units around the world.

The war games will encompass all of STRATCOM’s major missions, including “strategic
deterrence, space operations, cyberspace operations, joint electronic warfare, global strike,
missile defense and intelligence.”

The Pentagon has already informed the Russian military of the drills, RIA Novosti reported
citing Captain Brian Maguire, spokesman for the Strategic Command.

“The US and Russia must notify each other about large-scale nuclear drills
under the [Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty],” he explained.

According to the spokesman, the ‘Global Thunder’ exercises are focused on enhancing
STRATCOM'’s “nuclear readiness.”

‘Worrisome, but not a threat’

Moscow has voiced concern over the ‘Global Thunder’ exercises, but said it will not
compromise Russia’s security.

Sergey Kislyak, Russia’s former ambassador to the US and currently vice-chairman of the
Senate’s Foreign Affairs committee, said the drills “have been worrisome.”


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rt-news
https://www.rt.com/usa/408277-us-nuclear-exercise-global-thunder/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
http://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1356103/us-strategic-command-to-conduct-exercise-global-thunder/

“It’s as if the US is continuing its claim on the role of global political gendarme.
This is an alarming sign, taking into account the structure of the offensive
strategic forces being built by Washington,” Kislyak told Sputnik.

He added that

“Russia’s security is safeguarded; we have all the necessary tools of
deterrence that can be put on alert when needed.”

Russia’s military conducted its own maneuvers last week. It involved ballistic missiles being
launched at mock targets and long-range bombers being scrambled for training missions.
President Vladimir Putin ordered the launch of four intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) that hit mock targets in Kamchatka. The missiles were fired from a ground silo, as
well as from two nuclear submarines patrolling high seas.

“Strategic Missile Forces trained interoperability with nuclear-powered
submarines from Northern and Pacific Fleets and Air Force’'s long-range
aircraft,” Dmitry Peskov, spokesman for the Kremlin, said Friday.

On Monday, the US military dispatched a B-2 stealth bomber on a long-range patrol over the
Pacific to demonstrate Washington’s “visible commitment” to its Asian allies amid the North
Korean crisis.

STRATCOM said the bomber, which took off from Whiteman Air Force Base, practiced moves
to “familiarize aircrew with air bases and operations in different geographic combatant
commands.”

Earlier in October, the US Air Force chief of staff hinted that the US is preparing to put its
B-52 long-range bombers on 24-hour alert, a status last seen during the Cold War.

“This is yet one more step in ensuring that we're prepared,” General David
Goldfein told Defense One. “I look at it more as not planning for any specific
event, but more for the reality of the global situation we find ourselves in and
how we ensure we're prepared going forward.”

A spokesperson for the US Air Force later denied there were plans to put the B-52s on high
alert.
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