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Ghana to host US military base?
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The United States of America is seriously considering the establishment of a military base in
Ghana for the sole purpose of protecting its access to West African oil reports the Insight
newspaper.

Marine  General  James  L.  Jones,  Head  of  the  US  European  Command,  who  made  the
disclosure said  the Pentagon was seeking to  acquire  access  to  two kinds  of  bases  in
Senegal, Ghana, Mali and Kenya and other African Countries.

The new US strategy based on the conclusions of  May 2001 report  of  the President’s
National Energy Policy Development group chaired by Vice President Richard Cheney and
known as the Cheney report.

The report simply says that African Countries provided 14 per cent of total US oil imports but
by 2015, West Africa alone will supply 25 per cent of America’s imported oil.

An  article  published in  review of  African Political  Economy (No98:  573-584)  says  ”  of
particular significance is the fact that many West African streams are lighter, higher valued
crude  oils  that  are  tailored  made  for  the  US  East  Coast  market  and  are  able  to  offer  an
alternative to Middle eastern supplies.”

”  In  its  efforts  to  promote  greater  diversity  in  oil  supplies,  the  Bush  Administration  is
focusing its attention on six African countries, Nigeria, Angola, Gabon, Congo Brazzaville,
Chad and Equatorial Guinea.”

The article by Daniel Volman is silent on the dangers faced by countries which elect to host
US military bases around the world.

The major risks associated with hosting US military installation include terrorist attacks, the
destruction of national culture and more direct US control over the lives of the host people.

The Insight newspaper said the Tamale Airport, according to speculation is to be turned into
a US air force base if current consultations are concluded.

This could make Ghana a major target for Al-Quaeda and other terrorist groups around the
world.
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