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New reports say Israel is planning to establish a deep-sea navy and is negotiating with
Germany over the purchase warships and submarines.

According to a report published by United Press International, Germany will supply Israel
with three more Dolphin class attack submarines, several warships, and possibly two MEKO
A-100 corvettes.

The MEKO variant sought by the Tel Aviv regime costs an estimated $300 million.

The warship, with a range of 4,635 miles, can carry one medium-size helicopter and 24
weapons systems — 16 ship-to-shore and eight anti-ship missile launchers adapted to US
weapons as well as air-defense missiles and automatic cannon.

Citing an unnamed Israeli source, the UPI report said that the Israeli navy would like even
more Dolphins.

“Our ideal number would be nine — enough to ensure we have the necessary assets at sea
to cover all relevant threats and targets,” UPI quoted the source as saying.

Israel had begun the negotiations over the program in October 2007 when the Israel Chief of
Staff Lt. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi visited Berlin.

The expansion program, which will transform the regime’s navy into a deep-water navy, has
provoked outrage among German opposition parties, including the Social Democrats, who
say weapons should not be sent to “crisis zones.”

However, Germany has provided special discounts on arms sales to Israel in the past. The
Tel Aviv regime’s 2006 order for two Dolphin class submarines was approved despite the
Social Democrats’ opposition to the deal.
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