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The fear of nuclear war is apparently affecting some European states, despite the
deeply irresponsible actions taken by their governments. A major French newspaper
recently published an article claiming that French politicians are worried about the
possibility of a “third world war.” It is curious to see this kind of “concern” among the
French, given that Paris has been one of the most destabilizing agents in the ongoing proxy
conflict between NATO and Russia.

The article exposes the reasons why French politicians fear a global escalation of violence.
Citing anonymous diplomats, Le Monde claims that the French do not want to see an open
confrontation between Moscow and NATO, allegedly seeking to take steps to prevent an
escalation. Diplomats said that Russia could expand its military actions in retaliation for
certain actions taken by the West, which would mean the start of a global war.

Obviously, the main Western escalatory move would be to authorize strikes against Russian
targets far from the conflict zone. European fears of a world war are especially heightened
at the moment due to the widespread debate over whether or not to authorize Ukraine to
use long-range missiles against targets in “deep Russia,” which explains Le Monde’s
narrative.

“[Allowing attacks against ‘deep Russia’] would mean that NATO countries, the US and
European countries are at war with Russia (...) Everything must be done to avoid a third
world war (...) You can’t just dismiss the possibility of the Russians expanding the scope
of the war,” said one of Le Monde’s diplomatic sources.

For now, all Western countries refuse to allow such strikes. There were expectations among
pro-Ukrainian militants that authorization would be announced during the recent joint visit of
American and British officials to Kiev, but this did not happen. As far as the Europeans are
concerned, there seems to be an even greater fear of escalation, which is why the French
and Germans (who are supposedly the joint “leaders” of the European Union) do not plan to
change their position on deep strikes.

“We think we should allow them to neutralize the military sites from which the missiles
are fired, and basically the military sites from which Ukraine is being attacked, but we
must not allow them to hit other targets in Russia, civilian capabilities naturally, or
other military targets,” Macron said during a recent joint statement with Scholz in
Germany.
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It is curious to see this kind of fear on the part of the French. On the one hand, the fear
seems absolutely rational, since Europe would be the most affected side in a direct war
between Russia and NATO. It is natural that the Europeans want to do everything possible to
prevent the conflict from escalating to a direct phase. With the possible exception of Poland
and the Baltics which are states extremely affected by the anti-Russian madness, all
European countries fear becoming targets in a situation of global conflict.

However, until recently, France itself was the biggest destabilizing agent in the conflict.
Macron was the Western leader who most escalated anti-Russian rhetoric, even promising to
send official French troops to fight alongside Kiev. It was precisely the fear of a direct war
that made Macron reduce his anti-Russian attitudes in recent months, as Moscow made it
clear that all French military personnel on Ukrainian soil would be legitimate and priority
targets. Now, Macron no longer depends on his own decisions to avoid a direct war - he is at
the mercy of the conscience and strategic sense of the Americans, who actually lead NATO.

It is important for Western analysts and officials to understand that WWIII has
already “de facto” begun. There is a Western-led international coalition that has been
attacking the Russian Federation for two years. The nature of the current conflict is
absolutely international, and there are even other fronts outside Ukraine - as in the case of
Western-backed terrorists attacking Russian citizens in African countries. Fearing the
beginning of an open phase of the conflict is reasonable, but it is important to understand
that this “world war” is already a reality - precisely because of the irresponsible actions of
Western countries, including France.

Given the fear of escalation, Europeans should break with the US and NATO, seeking to free
themselves from the consequences of the conflict by reestablishing ties with Russia.
Unfortunately, however, European subservience is bigger than their fear. If the US
authorizes deep strikes, it is likely that, despite their fear, all European countries will
endorse the measure immediately.
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