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French Homeless Forced to Wear “Yellow
Triangles”, Reminiscent of Nazi-Era “Star of David”

The city of Marseille has been blasted for using Nazi-era tactics to identify its
homeless population by issuing them with ID cards, adorned with a yellow
triangle. The cards detail their health issues and will be worn visibly.
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Authorities in France’s second-largest city have come under fire for issuing its homeless with
ID cards that detail their health issues.

Human rights groups and government ministers have slammed the “yellow triangle cards”,
comparing them to the Nazi-era Star of David that was sewn onto Jewish people’s clothes
during the Holocaust.

“This is scandalous, it's stigmatizing,” Christophe Louis, president of the homeless charity
Collectif Morts de la Rue, told The Local.

(]

“Wearing something that shows the whole world what illnesses you have is not only
discriminating but it also breaches all medical confidentiality,” he said, adding that the
symbolism in the design of the card is outrageous.

“Being identified by either a star or a triangle is horrific,” he said.

French human rights group La Ligue des droits de 'Homme said it was troubled by the
resemblance “of this card and the yellow star that the Jews had to wear during World War
[I.” President Francois Hollande’s government in Paris has also reacted sharply to the
initiative.

“I'm shocked. Forcing homeless people to carry a yellow triangle indicating the illnesses
they might have is outrageous. You don’t point the finger at the poorest,” Social Affairs
Minister Marisol told French daily Le Parisien in an interview published Thursday.

“You don't write their illnesses on their clothes. Medical confidentiality, in particular, is a
fundamental right. | want this local initiative to be stopped,” she said.

The card, an initiative Marseille’s Town Hall and social services, identifies the person with
his or her photo, name and date of birth.

It also specifies whether the person has any illnesses or allergies. The front of the card is
adorned with a yellow triangle.
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In their defence authorities say the purpose is to help health workers quickly come to the
aid of a homeless person who has fallen ill or is in need of aid.

Over 100 of the identifications have been distributed already.

On Wednesday, about 100 activists and homeless people protested against the initiative
outside the city’s town hall.

For its part Marseille Town Hall has been outraged by the criticism it has endured by issuing
“the card that saves lives”.

In a statement given to The Local, one of Marseille’s deputy mayors Xavier Mery said: “I'm
appalled by the absurd controversy surrounding this help card distributed by the SAMU
(social medical emergency services).

“[The reaction] not only questions the necessity of a scheme for homeless people but also
the commitment of the city, the SAMU and volunteers to come to the aid of those who need
it the most”.

Mery rejected the idea that the cards need to be worn visibly and say they “allow above all
firefighters and care workers to get access to essential information in order to identify, give
efficient help and often to save the lives of people lacking a social safety net.”

LATEST: Outrage forces Marseille to scrap yellow triangle ID cards

The original source of this article is The Local
Copyright © Global Research News, The Local, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research
News

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.thelocal.fr/20141205/homeless-yellow-triangle-marseille
http://m.thelocal.fr/20141204/french-city-issues-yellow-triangles-to-identify-homeless
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
http://m.thelocal.fr/20141204/french-city-issues-yellow-triangles-to-identify-homeless
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

