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A French publisher has apologised after a history textbook that appeared in bookshops in

recent weeks suggested the 11 September 2001 attacks were probably “orchestrated by the
CIA”.

The debunked conspiracy theory was apparently highlighted on social media initially by a
group of schoolteachers.

The book History of the 20th Century in Flash Cards is aimed at undergraduate students.

On its website, the publisher said the phrase should never have appeared.

“This phrase which echoes conspiracy theories devoid of any factual basis
should never have been used in this work. It doesn’t reflect the editorial
position either of Ellipses publications or the author,” it said (in French).

The textbook is described as a complete course on the last century in French, European and
world history. It was written by Jean-Pierre Rocher, a teacher of history and geography and a
graduate of the Sciences Po university in Paris, and aimed at Sciences Po undergraduates as
well as students preparing for France's elite “grandes écoles”.

Although the book came out in November, it was not until the daughter of one of the
secondary school teachers bought a copy that one of them spotted the reference to the CIA.

Click here to read full article.
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