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Forty-five Times Trump Said: Attacking Syria Is a
Bad Idea and Might Start World War III

By Tom McKay
Global Research, April 10, 2017
Mic 7 April 2017

Region: USA
Theme: Terrorism

In-depth Report: SYRIA

President  Donald  Trump‘s  administration  ordered  a  missile  attack  on  the  Syrian
government’s al-Shayrat airbase near Homs on Thursday evening, taking a rapid about-face
on Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to a military conclusion in the wake of a chemical attack
which killed scores and left hundreds injured.

But Trump has repeatedly spoken out against attacking the Syrian government, suggesting
U.S.  involvement  in  the  conflict  could  make  a  bad  problem  worse  and  possibly  lead  to  a
global war.

In October, Trump blasted then-Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton‘s position
on Syria — that the U.S. military should take out al-Assad’s airfields, the exact type of strike
Trump  ordered Thursday — by saying attacking a Russian-backed government could start
World War III.

“What we should do is focus on ISIS,” Trump told Reuters. “We should not be
focusing on Syria. You’re going to end up in World War III over Syria if we listen
to Hillary Clinton.”

“You’re not fighting Syria any more, you’re fighting Syria, Russia and Iran, all
right? Russia is a nuclear country, but a country where the nukes work as
opposed to other countries that talk.”

In 2015, Trump blasted his GOP rivals with near-identical rhetoric:

“They want to start World War III over Syria. Give me a break. You know Russia
wants to get ISIS right. We want to get ISIS. Russia’s in Syria. Maybe we should
let them do it?”
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“Let them do it,” he added. “What the hell are we, crazy?”

Here’s a sampling of Trump’s tweets about Syria:
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However, Trump did suggest several times that were he to attack Syria, he would do so
without much buildup.

Tom McKay is a staff writer at Mic, covering national politics, media, policing and the war on
drugs. He is based in New York and can be reached at tmckay@mic.com.
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