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This RT report suggests that:

1) US-Russia space collaboration including the joint Deep Space Gateway space station is
potentially in jeopardy, largely as a result of Washington’s Russia-Gate campaign directed
against the Kremlin. The article nonetheless acknowledges that the US-Russia space station
project was agreed upon in September 2017.

2) The Russia-China space program involves both civilian as well as military applications.
While this RT report largely focusses on civilian dimensions, it should be understood that
Russia  and  China  are  military  allies  under  the  auspices  of  the  Shanghai  Cooperation
Organization (SCO) (as well as in the contest of bilateral military cooperation channels.)
Needless to say this joint Russia-China Space project challenges America’s self-proclaimed
military hegemony of “Deep Space”:

Russia and China have agreed to create a joint data center for lunar and deep space
projects, Russian space agency Roscosmos has announced.

The  projects  will  involve  Russian  and  Chinese  scientific  and  industrial  bodies  and
companies,  Roscosmos  said  in  a  statement  on  Saturday.

Roscosmos  and  the  China  National  Space  Administration  (CNSA)  also  signed  an
agreement  of  intent  on  cooperation  over  moon  and  deep  space  research,  at  the
International Space Exploration Forum (ISEF) in Tokyo.

The countries will also look into the possibilities of providing assistance for each other’s
lunar programs. That would include the launch of the Russian Luna-26 orbiter in 2022,
and the Chinese planned landing on the south pole of the moon scheduled for 2023.

In  2017,  Roscosmos  and  the  CNSA signed  a  program of  bilateral  cooperation  for
2018-2022, which includes space garbage monitoring and research into the moon, deep
space and satellites, among other issues.

Russian space corporation Energia revealed a plan for a moon exploration program
back in October 2017, which includes building a lunar base between 2040 and 2050.
The company will also open a research center to develop moon exploration programs
for future missions and support the joint Russian-US project of a new space station
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called Deep Space Gateway in the moon’s orbit. Moscow and Washington agreed on the
project  in  September  2017,  and  the  first  modules  could  be  ready  between  2024  and
2026. (RT News, March 2, 2018)

*
Featured image is from NASA.
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