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Entire Ukraine Military Brigade Abandons the
Battlefield and Surrenders to Donbass Militia
The Shrinking Cauldron – The Surrender of the 72nd Brigade

By Global Research News
Global Research, August 04, 2014
slavyangrad.org

Region: Russia and FSU

The Surrender of the 72nd Brigade

Original: Colonel Cassad LiveJournal
Translated from Russian by Gleb Bazov

Slavyangrad.org   [Cauldron indicates a geographic designaiton of the hotspot of war in
South East Ukraine]

Today, the remnants of the 72nd  Separate Mechanized Brigade fled into the territory of the
Russian Federation. According to Russia Today:

Four hundred and thirty eight Ukrainian servicemen have requested asylum in
Russia and moved into the Russian territory. According to ITAR-TASS, this was
announced by the Border Guard department of the Federal Security Service
(“FSB”) of Russia.

Map: Operational information from Colonel Cassad LiveJournal

No agreement with respect to the surrender of all the surrounded has been reached yet (the
negotiations that were reported earlier are still ongoing).

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
http://slavyangrad.org/2014/08/04/the-shrinking-cauldron/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
http://colonelcassad.livejournal.com/1710653.html
http://russian.rt.com/article/43776
http://colonelcassad.livejournal.com/1710653.html
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Accordingly, the Cauldron is starting to break up into parts. The 72nd Brigade for all intents
and purposes has ceased to exist due to ammunition and food rations running out. They
held on while they still had resources and then began to exit into the territory of the Russian
Federation – at first in separate groups, followed by the surviving remnants of the once full-
fledged brigade.

The hardware was all abandoned at their positions, which continue to be controlled by Junta
troops that have not yet surrendered. When militiamen would drive up on tanks as close as
400 metres away from the positions of the Junta, there was no return fire – there is simply

nothing to fire back with. Some of the soldiers of the 72nd Brigade had no rounds left during
the surrender; others had 1-2 magazines per automatic rifle.

There is also information that among those who did not surrender there are Polish
mercenaries, which essentially explains the stubbornness of the resistance (a
serious international scandal is possible).

Those who remain in this part of the Cauldron were given an ultimatum to surrender and
exit to Russia and not to touch the hardware.

Otherwise, the Grads will start working again. Strained arguments are ongoing there now;
military commanders are reasoning that the potential for resistance has been exhausted
and that they must surrender so as not to kill people in vain. Pravoseki [Note: Praviy Sector
militants], mercenaries and the political zealots are demanding that the resistance
be continued at all cost. As a result, a complete surrender is likely impossible –
the majority of the military personnel will surrender and others will be leveled [with Grad
MLRS], particularly in view of the fact that they have nothing to respond with.

I expect that this group will cease to exist in the course of 2-3 days, following which the

Cauldron will shrink in half, and the Militia will start dealing with the remnants of the 24th
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and the 79th Brigades.

Map: Predicted Retreat Routes for the Troops Surrounded in the Southern Cauldron.

In order for you better to understand what has happened, those who surrendered were the

remnants of the 72nd Brigade that were driven from Izvarino and Sverdlovsk toward the
border with the Russian Federation.

At the same time, the Cauldron continues to exist  in the gap between Marinovka and

Birukovo, where the remnants of the 79ths Separate Aeromobiles Brigade and the 24th

Separate Mechanized Brigade,  as  well  as  the various reinforcement units  and punitive
formations, continue to hold defensive positions.

Overall,  the Southern Cauldron now has truly entered the final stages of its existence; the
agony of the units deprived of provisions has begun.

https://slavyangrad.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/map21.jpg
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Pho
tograph: Ukrainian Troops After Crossing into the Russian Territory.

And this  note  by Russia  Today is  specifically  about  those who intend to  cross  the Russian

border in the nearest future. They simply face the same problems as the 72nd Separate
Mechanized Brigade (“OMBR”).

One more group of  Ukrainian servicemen intends to cross the border into
Russia  after  almost  440  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  Ukrainian  Armed  Forces
crossed into the territory of the adjacent country in the night of August 4th. As
reported by ITAR-TASS, quoting the head of the press service of the Border
Guard department  of  the  FSB in  the  Rostov  region,  the  exact  number  of
servicemen that intend to cross into the Russian Federation is still unknown.

The Official Junta’s Version  RBK-Ukraine

A group of servicemen of the 72nd Motorized Brigade was forced to retreat into the territory
of the Russian Federation because they ran out of ammo during a battle with the terrorists.
This was announced to RBK-Ukraine by Alexey Dmitrashkovskiy, a representative of the
press-centre of the antiterrorist operation in Donbass.

According to Dmitrashkovskiy:

“Servicemen  of  the  72nd  Brigade  divided  into  two  units.  The  first  unit  broke
through the ring of terrorists, and the second unit covered these servicemen.
After that, one of the units had their ammo and provisions run out. Military
hardware  that  was  on  the  battlefield  was  damaged.  After  that  the  personnel
was forced to transport into the area of the border crossing checkpoint in
Russia. According to latest information, the servicemen are in the territory of
Russia.  The  number  of  the  servicemen  is  being  confirmed.”  According  to  his
statements, reinforcements have already arrived to assist the servicemen that

https://slavyangrad.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/photo3.jpg
http://russian.rt.com/article/43799
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covered those who were breaking through the ring of terrorists.

Earlier, the Russian Federal Security Service (“FSB”) stated that more than 400
Ukrainian soldiers have requested asylum in the Russian Federation. As it was
clarified,  a  humanitarian  corridor  was  opened  for  the  Ukrainian  military  and
they  were  allowed  to  cross  into  Russia.

The remnants of the 79th Aeromobile and the 24th Motorized Rifle Brigade and
Battalion Shakhter continue to remain in the Southern Cauldron. Just south of
this grouping is Battalion Azov.
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