Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Election Results in Germany. Rise of the Ultra Right
Wing

By Stephen Lendman Region: Europe
Global Research, September 26, 2017 Theme: History
VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE:

stephenlendman.org

(Home - Stephen Lendman).

Contact at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

Angela Merkel’s fourth term as chancellor was marred by the rise of the right-wing
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, winning 13% of the vote on Sunday, entering
parliament for the first time post-WW II.

Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) alliance got only 33%
of the vote, its worst showing since 1949 - compared to 41.5% in 2013.

Germany’s Social Democratic Party (SDP) finished second with 20.5%, a post-WW II low.
Putting a brave face on her party’s dismal result, Merkel said

“(w)e are the strongest party. We we have the mandate to build the next
government, and there cannot be a coalition government built against us.”

Nearly half of German voters rejected the two major parties, dominating the country’s
politics since WW 1.

Coalition-building won’t be easy. SPD leader Martin Schulz said his party won’t rejoin the
so-called “grand” one with the CDU and CSU. Instead, it'll become its main opposition.

Germany'’s parliament will now include members of six parties instead of four. Die Zeit
publisher/editor Josef Joffe said Sunday’s result marks a “tectonic shift in German politics,”
a likely three-party CDU-led coalition, he believes, with Merkel remaining chancellor to be
“highly unstable.”

AfD co-founder Alexander Gauland said his party will “hunt” the new government
whatever its new makeup, adding “(w)e’ll get our country and our people back.”

France’s Marine Le Pen tweeted:

“Bravo to our AfD allies for this historic showing.”
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Party spokesman, academic/politician Jorg Meuthen maintained its anti-immigration policy
is racist, saying

“(w)e will neither tolerate xenophobia or racist positions.”

Party leaders deny being Nazi sympathizers.

The hard-right Free Democratic Party (FDP) appears Merkel’'s best coalition option, short of
majority rule without a third partner, the Greens a slim possibility, a party that long ago
abandoned its anti-establishment leftist agenda.

At this point, nothing is certain. Surprises are possible. Election results showed Germany
becoming more hardline, the right-wing AfD and FDP the only parties gaining strength - at
the expense of the CDU/CSU and SDP.

Despite her party’s dismal showing, Merkel becomes the third German leader to serve four
terms as chancellor - Konrad Adenauer (1949 - 1963) and Helmet Kohl (1982 - 1998),
Merkel’s mentor, the other two.
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blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

