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Ecuador to Expel Assange from Its London Embassy?
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In August  2012,  Ecuador granted WikiLeaks founder,  director  and editor-in-chief  Julian
Assange asylum in its London embassy – granting him citizenship in December 2017. He’s
been there since June 2012.

If he steps out of the embassy, Washington wants him arrested and extradited to America.

Whistleblowers  exposing  government  wrongdoing  are  endangered  in  the  US.  Anyone
exposing its high crimes and/or other dirty secrets is vulnerable.

Challenging the nation’s policies, no matter how heinous, risks severe punishment.

As CIA director, neocon extremist Mike Pompeo falsely accused Assange of causing “great
harm to our nation’s national security.”

He lied calling WikiLeaks “a non-state hostile intelligence service often abetted by state
actors like Russia.”

In 2012, a secret grand jury convened. A sealed indictment followed, allegedly accusing
Assange of spying under the long ago outdated 1917 Espionage Act, enacted shortly after
America’s entry into WW I – used to prosecute, convict and imprison Chelsea Manning.

Neocon Attorney General Jeff Sessions prioritizes arresting, prosecuting and imprisoning
Assange, earlier saying:

“(I)t is a priority. We’ve already begun to step up our efforts and whenever a
case can be made, we will seek to put some people in jail” like Assange for
whistleblowing.

In  late  March,  his  Internet  access  was  cut  off.  New  restrictions  limit  his  outside
communications  –  his  phone privileges  and visits  from colleagues  and others  banned,
according to WikiLeaks.
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Last Wednesday, Ecuadorean Foreign Minister Fernanda Espinosa (image on the right)
said  talks  between her  government  and Britain  are ongoing to  decide Assange’s  fate,
adding:

“There is a dialogue. There is a will and an interest to move forward in the
solution of that matter.”

Britain refused to grant Assange diplomatic status or legal immunity as an Ecuadorean
citizen, allowing him to leave the embassy without fear of arrest and extradition to America.

If  expelled  from  the  embassy,  it’s  virtually  certain.  Washington  wants  him  arrested,
prosecuted, imprisoned and silenced.

WikiLeaks  publishes  countless  volumes  of  leaked  US  documents  and  other  damning
material, exposing imperial lawlessness by America and its rogue allies, along with other
information everyone has a right to know.

According to UK-based lawyer Jennifer Robinson, Assange’s

“health situation is terrible. He’s had a problem with his shoulder for a very
long time. It requires an MRI, which cannot be done within the embassy.”

“He’s got dental issues. And then there’s the long-term impact of not being
outside, his visual impairment. He wouldn’t be able to see further than from
here to the end of this hallway.”

WikiLeaks  is  involved  in  whistleblowing  investigative  journalism,  publishing  material
supplied by sources, unidentified for their protection.

It’s not an intelligence operation – nor it it connected to Russia or any other country.

Earlier Assange said WikiLeaks has the right “to publish newsworthy content. Consistent
with the US Constitution, we publish material that we can confirm to be true…”
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Media  freedom in  America  and other  Western  societies  is  threatened.  If  Assange and
WikiLeaks are silenced, it’ll be another blow to truth-telling on vital issues at a time it’s
vitally needed.

Independent journalism is essential to protect and preserve. Doing the right thing has risks.
The rewards are priceless.

*

Stephen Lendman is a Research Associate of the CRG, Correspondent of Global Research
based in Chicago.

VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE: stephenlendman.org (Home – Stephen Lendman). Contact
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

http://stephenlendman.org/
http://stephenlendman.org/
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman


| 4

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

