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East Asia Nuclear Roulette. Possible Nuclear War,
by Design or By Accident
The UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR): Highest Risk since the
End of Cold War.
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The UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) warned about possible nuclear war, by
design or accident, calling the risk highest since the end of the Cold War.

Nine nations have nukes: America, Russia, China, Britain, France, India, Pakistan, Israel and
North Korea.

Given heightened world tensions, especially in East Asia, the Middle East, and US hostility
toward multiple countries, possible nuclear war may be inevitable, perhaps just a matter of
time.

In 1982 testimony before Congress, founder of America’s nuclear navy Admiral Hyman
Rickover said

“(t)he lesson of history is when a war starts, every nation will ultimately use
whatever weapon(s) it has available.”

“I think the human race is going to wreck itself, and it is important that
we get control  of  this horrible (nuclear) force and try to eliminate it.” His
warning went unheeded.

Albert Einstein and Bertrand Russell warned about the same thing, Russell saying

“(s)hall we put an end to the human race, or shall mankind renounce
war.” The risk is eventual annihilation. 

Historian Arnold Toynbee and HG Wells warned about either ending wars or they’ll end
us.

America intends spending over a trillion dollars upgrading its nuclear arsenal over the next
30 years – instead of responsibly eliminating it along with other nations to end the threat of
mass annihilation.
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A new Pentagon Nuclear Posture Review being prepared is expected to stress adversarial
relations with Russia, North Korea, Iran and other nations, heightening the threat of nuclear
confrontation.

On Sunday, joint US/Japanese naval exercises began, a Pentagon statement saying they’re

“starting on April 23. The exercises are held in the western part of the Pacific
Ocean.”

“The USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier and other” US warships are involved,
along with two Japanese destroyers.

On April  14, Trump warned about possible military confrontation with North Korea if  it
conducted more nuclear weapons and ballistic missile tests.

On Saturday, China’s Xinhua news agency said Pyongyang rejects dialogue with Washington
as long as it’s hostile to its government.

It quoted a DPRK Korean Workers’ Party commentary, saying Washington

“openly  reveal(ed)  its  intention  not  to  rule  out  the  use  of  military  force
including unilateral preemptive attack, to say nothing of multilateral military
and  diplomatic  pressure  and  high-intensity  economic  sanctions  and
redeployment  of  tactical  nuclear  weapons  in  South  Korea.”

US policymakers ruled out

“dialogue  with  the  DPRK.  Meanwhile,  the  US  is  pressurizing  countries
around the DPRK to join it in putting diplomatic pressure and high-intensity
economic sanctions on the DPRK.” 

“It even threatens that it would seek out an independent way of preventing the
DPRK from bolstering nuclear deterrence.”

On April 25, senior US, Japanese and South Korean diplomats will discuss heightened Korean
peninsula tensions in Tokyo – focused on containing Pyongyang

War on the Korean peninsula would be disastrous. Anything is possible with neocon generals
in charge of US geopolitical policies.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at
lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. 

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-04/22/c_136228457.htm
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com


| 3

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

