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The CIA has given the Long War Journal exclusive access to the supposed Osama bin
Laden files taken from his “compound” in Pakistan.

The Long War Journal is a project of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD) where
its  editors  are  senior  fellows.  The  foundation  is  a  refuge  for  neocons  and  a  staunch
supporters of Israel and its policies. It is also a vocal advocate of confronting Iran.

So it shouldn’t come as a surprise the CIA “shared” a carefully selected portion of the
documents — some 500,000 files — with the Long War Journal.

The released documents focus on Iran and its supposed relationship with al-Qaeda.

On November 1, NBC News reported:

The trove also provides new insight into the often adversarial  relationship
between al Qaeda and Iran — the Sunni Muslim terror group and the Shiite
republic — in the form of a 19-page report described by the Long War Journal as
“a senior jihadist’s assessment of the group’s relationship with Iran.”

Intelligence  officials  describe  the  report  as  “evidence  of  Iran’s  support  of  al  Qaeda’s  war
with the United States.”

It cites the escape of al-Qaeda members from Afghanistan to Iran after the US invaded
Afghanistan. I have written about this previously. There is no evidence al-Qaeda worked with
Iran.  Iranian officials  said they have held al-Qaeda members in  detainment,  although they
will not release further information, including names.

Once again, the neocons are attempting to spread lies and fabrication as a pretext to step
up hostilities against Iran, same as they did with Iraq.

The CIA and the neocons at FDD are counting on the ignorance of the American people to
sell these lies. It’s safe to say most Americans are unaware of the fact Shiite (Iran) and
Sunni Muslims (primarily the Saudi Wahhabi variety) are sworn enemies and it is extremely
unlikely they would cooperate on anything.

Naturally, the establishment media grabbed this fairy tale and ran with it.
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“Iran and al-Qaeda: Best of Frenemies,” headlines Bloomberg.

The alt-right aka New Right website Breitbart, once again home to former Trump strategist
Stephen Bannon, writes that

“[a]mong the most interesting revelations are details of Iran’s collusion with al-
Qaeda and bin Laden’s citation of  the Muslim Brotherhood as a formative
influence on his political thought.”

Is this the same Muslim Brotherhood that collaborated with the CIA?

“According to CIA agent Miles Copeland, the Americans began looking for a
Muslim Billy Graham  around 1955… When finding or creating a Muslim Billy
Graham  proved  elusive,  the  CIA  began  to  cooperate  with  the  Muslim
Brotherhood, the Muslim mass organization founded in Egypt but with followers
throughout the Arab Middle East,” writes Arab historian Said Aburish.

For more, see this interview with F. William Engdahl.

After  Trump  said  he  wants  to  designate  both  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  and  Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard as terrorist organizations, the CIA stepped in and said that wouldn’t be
a good idea. The agency is currently headed up by Mike Pompeo, a rabid anti-Iran zealot.

“MB groups enjoy widespread support across the Near East-North Africa region
and many Arabs and Muslims worldwide would view an MB designation as an
affront to their core religious and societal values,” according to the CIA.

I’m curious what Arabs and Muslims think about the CIA’s killer drone program and Trump’s
merciless bombing of Syria. Is this considered an affront to their core religious and societal
values?

It  seems  the  non-stop  deluge  of  negative  news — including  this  latest  batch  of  fairy
tales — has resulted in an unfavorable view of Iran by Americans. If Pew Research can be
believed, only 14% of Americans hold a favorable view of Iran and nearly 70% disapprove of
the Iran nuclear deal.

Meanwhile, thanks to endless propaganda, many Americans look favorably on Saudi Arabia,
a country where 92% of citizens approve of the Islamic State.

“One might reasonably wonder, then: why do Americans hate and fear Iran,
over and above even the nation — the royal family and their clerics — that were
actually behind 9/11? Might it be, perhaps, because the Shia clerics of Iran are
as fundamentalist  as the Sunni ones in Saudi Arabia? Not at all;  but,  yet,
Americans seem to assume that that’s the case,” writes Eric Zuesse.

I disagree with Zuesse on his belief that Saudi Arabia was the prime motivator behind the
9/11 attacks. It certainly participated, but the blame falls squarely on the United States and
its intelligence agencies. If not for the CIA and Saudi partnership, there would be no al-
Qaeda, no al-Nusra, no Islamic State, and other Wahhabi terrorist organizations.
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