® GlobalResearch

Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Mass Protests. Washington Is “Coordinating” the
Actions of Both the Serbian Government and the
Serbian Opposition. Dragana Trifkovic

By Dragana Trifkovic Region: Europe
Global Research, December 28, 2023 Theme: InteIIigence

All Global Research articles can be read in 51 languages by activating the Translate
Website button below the author’s name (only available in desktop version).

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Click the share button above to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

ok

Mass protests have begun in Belgrade. Opposition members and their supporters, who
disagree with the results of the recent parliamentary elections, have taken to the streets,
blocking roads and attacking government buildings. Law enforcement agencies are
responding by trying to contain the unrest. The situation is heating up.

According to experts, an attempt is being made to stage a coup in Serbia on the model of
Ukraine’s Maidan in 2014. Most experts believe that the actions of the Serbian opposition
are coordinated by Brussels and Washington.

Is a political revolution possible in Serbia?

The director of the Center for Geostrategic Research, Dragana Trifkovic, gave the Public
News Service her own take on the issue.

*

On December 17 of this year, parliamentary and local elections were held in Serbia. In my
opinion, the purpose of organizing early elections was to legitimize the policies of the ruling
regime, especially in relation to Kosovo and Metohija.

Let me remind you that the ruling regime signed the Brussels Agreement in 2013 and the
Washington Agreement in 2020, according to which Serbia practically renounces its
sovereignty and agrees with the decisions of the Albanian separatists supported by
Washington.

Also, in February this year, the Franco-German plan to recognize the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and national symbols of an independent Kosovo was verbally adopted in the city of
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Ohrid. The United States believes that the verbal agreement of Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic is sufficient to legitimize an independent Kosovo. At the same time, the
Serbian president repeats that he will never recognize Kosovo’s independence but does not
cancel already signed agreements and verbal consent.

It is important for the United States to finalize the Kosovo independence project
after the elections, and to that end it is coordinating the actions of both the
government and the opposition. This should be kept in mind when assessing the current
situation in Serbia, where the protests and political instability are only part of a larger plan.

There are signs that Vucic has agreed to U.S. Ambassador to Serbia Christopher Hill’s
request to cede power in Belgrade to the pro-Western opposition, but it is clear that he
wants to keep power in Belgrade. | in no way support the intervention of a foreign factor in
Serbia or violent protests. But the fact is that both the government and the opposition have
the same political program - Serbia’s uncontested integration into the EU. The EU recently
included Serbia’s commitment to recognize Kosovo’s independence in the European
integration process.

In conclusion, we can see that the protests in Serbia are organized by the opposition
because of the electoral irregularities, but they do not pose a threat to the regime unless
they receive full support from the West, which they do not have at the moment. Therefore,
the pro-Western opposition is used by the USA as a factor of control over the government,
blackmailing the government to fulfill all the contracts signed regarding Kosovo.

After the early elections, Aleksander Vucic’'s regime won a majority in parliament and
effectively consolidated its power. This shows that it still enjoys strong support from the
West. On the one hand, the Serbian regime is trying to delay the implementation
of the already signed and agreed obligations regarding Kosovo, and on the other
hand, the United States wants to fully implement the Kosovo independence
project before the American elections.

So, if we compare the situation in Serbia with the situation in Ukraine before Maidan,
because there are many similarities of this kind, we must recognize one fundamental
difference. This is due to the fact that Yanukovych postponed signing an agreement with the
EU, while Vucic still defends the idea of Serbia’s unquestionable integration into
the EU and continues cooperation with the Union. Therefore, | believe that there
is no risk of a coup in Serbia.

This spring we had much more serious demonstrations in Serbia, where more than 100,000
people took to the streets, but after the pro-Western opposition took the lead in the
protests, they were repressed. It should also be noted that the dissatisfaction of the
citizens in Serbia clearly exists, and they are equally dissatisfied with the
government and the opposition, i.e. with the entire political scene in Serbia.

In fact, in Serbia there is no alternative to the single path to the EU, just as there are no
serious political structures that can win the trust of citizens. For this reason, it is unclear
how far the growing discontent of citizens will take us. Political stability is based solely on
the agreement between the government and the opposition with the American ambassador,
and the interests of Serbian citizens have nothing to do with it.
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