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Elections in so-called “democratic states” give us the illusion of choice while maintaining a
status quo that sees the rich get richer and the poor scrambling to redefine their definitions
of “rock bottom”.

In fact, the United States of America couldn’t be farther from being “the land of milk and
honey” as it once proclaimed itself to be; its promise of wealth and stability, the oft-
referenced yet seldom seen “American dream”, is undeniably buried in the realm of wishful
thinking — for the majority of people, that is.

The good news is, that majority can no longer afford (quite literally) to stay complacent in
the face of rampant financial exploitation by a ruling minority that knows no bounds to its
powerlust. In his recent article, “Economic Austerity in America: The Portland Community
Begins to Fight Austerity”, Shamus Cooke provides insight on how citizens are standing up
to the hypocrisy and manipulations of America’s corporate elite:

“Those who caused the recession — Wall Street, the big banks and
corporations — must be made to pay for it. The broader population can achieve
this goal only if it is united and acts collectively. In Portland the first step was
taken in this direction at this recent community meeting, where working
people saw each others’ struggles as their own, understood the necessity of
united action by the vast majority towards a common goal, and were inspired
by the prospects of working together.”

And despite the mainstream media’s ongoing attempts to stifle news about the massive
student protests that have been exploding in Montreal, Canada in recent months, the sheer
scale of the actions and the determination of the protesters is only gaining momentum. As
Richard Fidler wrote:

“The students have not been defeated... They have ignited a major debate in
Quebec society, challenging neoliberal prerogatives and opening the prospect
of “another Quebec” in which access to education will be a basic social need,
available to all irrespective of income, and not a commodity for which access
and content is a function of big business exigencies.” (See “Defiant Quebec
Students Reject Shabby Government Offer”)

Cutbacks in education are not going to solve the budget crisis, and what corporate media
conveniently avoid mentioning is the reality that the bulk of government funds are being
shoved indiscriminately into defense spending. The US/NATO war agenda has been guzzling
up financial and human resources at unprecedented rates. According to Rick Rozoff:
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“In the past seventeen years millions of troops from approximately 60 nations
have served under NATO command in wars and post-war zones in several
countries outside of the military bloc’s territory.” (See GLOBAL WARFARE: The

Worldwide Deployment of NATQO’s Global Expeditionary Force)

Indeed this inflated military agenda — now targeting countries like Iran, Syria, China,
Pakistan and beyond — is hitting closer to home than many would like to believe:

“Syria may seem like an isolated conflict, but is in reality linked to us directly,
regardless of where we live. Either we live in a nation that will be next, or a
nation who will be further crushed under the hubris, power, and arrogance of
an empowered Wall Street and London elite.” (See SYRIA: The Kofi Annan
“Peace Plan” is a Ploy. The Unspoken Objective is “Regime Change” by Tony
Cartalucci)

Understanding these links is crucial to having broad understanding of the geo-political
forces at play, and what can be done to stop them. Global Research doesn’t shy away from
exposing corporate exploitation and media manipulation; we confront it head on through in-
depth and independent coverage of global events. In turn, our readers are helping the
beacon of truth shine brighter by passing on the information, engaging in research and
dialogue, and achieving real and sustainable empowerment.

To maintain our complete independence, Global Research does not accept government or
corporate funding. It may seem obvious, but how can any organization or individual have
the freedom to speak the truth if they are funded by the very agencies actively engaged in
the dissemination of disinformation? Our independence matters to us and we know it
matters to you, our readers.

Therefore, we ask you to come together and show your support by making a donation
and/or starting a membership (which includes a free book offer) and ensuring that the
message reaches as many people as possible. Please help us in the fight against
mainstream media lies, we cannot do it without your support.

There are different ways that you can support Global Research:
DONATE ONLINE

For online donations, please visit the DONATION PAGE

DONATE BY MAIL

To send your donation by mail, kindly send your cheque or international money order, in
US$, Can$ or Euro, made out to CRG, to our postal address:

Centre for Research on Globalization (CRG)
PO Box 55019

11, Notre-Dame Ouest

Montreal, QC, H2Y 4A7

CANADA
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DONATE BY FAX

For payment by fax, please print the credit card fax authorization form and fax your order
and credit card details to Global Research at 1 514 656 5294

BECOME A MEMBER

Show your support by becoming a Global Research Member (and also find out about our
FREE BOOK offer!)

BROWSE OUR BOOKS

Visit our newly updated Online Store to learn more about our publications. Click to browse
our titles:

(]

JOIN US ONLINE

“Like” our FACEBOOK page and recommend us to your friends!

DSubscribe to our YouTube channel for the latest videos on global issues.

Thank you for your ongoing support of Global Research! Let’s keep spreading the word!

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Global Research, Global Research, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted

| 3


https://store.globalresearch.ca/purchase-via-fax-authrization/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/PrintArticle.php?articleId=18615
http://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
http://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Research-Centre-for-Research-on-Globalization/200870816591393
http://www.youtube.com/user/GlobalResearchTV
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 4


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

