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“Under CIA manipulation, direction and, usually, their payroll, were past and present
presidents of Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay and Costa Rica, “our minister of labor”, “our vice-

president”, “my police”, journalists, labor leaders, student leaders, diplomats, and many
others. If the Agency wished to disseminate anti-communist propaganda, cause dissension
in leftist ranks, or have Communist embassy personnel expelled, it need only prepare some
phony documents, present them to the appropriate government ministers and journalists,

and – presto! – instant scandal.” (William Blum, CIA Manipulation: The Painful Truths Told by
Phil Agee, Anti-Empire Report 27 June 2013)

Independent media outlets are increasingly challenging the powers that be and, thanks to
social media, the truth about what is really happening in our world can be shared at the
click of a button.

Sadly, the imperial war machine continues to rear its violent head in exponential proportion
under the guise of democracy and “War on Terrorism”.

This war machine is promoted by the mainstream media who cannot be trusted for many
reasons. It is a well documented fact that the CIA has used journalism as a cover for its
agents and has planted stories in the media.

According  to  CIA  documents,  “more than 400 American journalists  … in  the  past
twenty‑five years  have secretly  carried out assignments for the Central  Intelligence
Agency“, wrote Carl Bernstein in 1977.

In this episode of Alternative views, former CIA agent John Stockwell explains “how CIA
‘disinformation’ tactics manipulate public opinion by planting stories in the press
and by financing and supporting right-wing newspapers“.

Planting stories in the media is a standard CIA technique:

A common Agency tactic was writing editorials and phony news stories to be
knowingly published by Latin American media with no indication of the CIA authorship
or CIA payment to the media. The propaganda value of such a “news” item might be
multiplied  by  being  picked  up  by  other  CIA  stations  in  Latin  America  who  would
disseminate it through a CIA-owned news agency or a CIA-owned radio station.
Some of these stories made their way back to the United States to be read or heard by
unknowing North Americans. (Blum, op. cit.)
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Moreover  several  journalists  are  members  of  the  very  influential  foreign  policy  think  tank
Council on Foreign Relations, which has among its corporate members:

1. Major financial institutions such as:

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Citi

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.

JPMorgan Chase & Co

The Nasdaq OMX Group

2. All the companies part of what is known as Big Oil:

BP p.l.c.

Chevron Corporation

ConocoPhillips Company

Exxon Mobil Corporation

Shell Oil Company

TOTAL S.A.

3.  Major  defense  and  security  contractors  which  largely  rely  on  military  sales  (figures
from  SIPRI)  and  government  subsidies,  among  others:

DynCorp International (70% of revenues from military sales in 2011)

Lockheed Martin Corporation (78% of revenues from military sales in 2011)

Northrop Grumman (81% of revenues from military sales in 2011)

Raytheon Company (90% of revenues from military sales in 2011)

Booz Allen Hamilton Inc. (99% of revenues from federal government)

In addition, mainstream media experts on foreign policy issues are often linked to the
military-industrial complex and are very often presented as “independent”.

During the public debate around the question of  whether to attack Syria,  Stephen
Hadley, former national security adviser to George W. Bush, made a series of high-
profile  media  appearances.  Hadley  argued  strenuously  for  military  intervention  in
appearances  on  CNN,  MSNBC,  Fox  News,  and  Bloomberg  TV,  and  authored  a
Washington Post op-ed headlined “To stop Iran, Obama must enforce red lines with
Assad.”

In each case, Hadley’s audience was not informed that he serves as a director of
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Raytheon, the weapons manufacturer that makes the Tomahawk cruise missiles that
were widely cited as a weapon of choice in a potential strike against Syria. Hadley earns
$128,500 in annual  cash compensation from the company and chairs its  public affairs
committee. He also owns 11,477 shares of Raytheon stock, which traded at all-time
highs during the Syria debate ($77.65 on August 23, making Hadley’s share’s worth
$891,189).  Despite  this  financial  stake,  Hadley  was  presented  to  his  audience  as  an
experienced, independent national security expert. (Public Accountability, War or No
War  on  Syria:  Conflict  of  Interest  of  “Experts”  who  Commented  in  Favor  of  Military
Intervention,  October  15,  2013)

Global Research is independent thanks to you

Here at Global Research, maintaining independence in order to deliver the REAL news is our
guiding principle. Our correspondents and volunteers are devoting a great deal of time and
energy into covering and analyzing the news as it happens. We are exceedingly grateful for
their efforts and excited to convey their research through our websites, to ensure it reaches
as many readers as possible.

We know that many of you have been forwarding our articles, posting them to blogs,

linking up through Facebook and Twitter,

watching GlobalResearchTV,

using various means at your disposal to share this timely and critical information,

and we sincerely thank you for that and encourage you to increase your efforts.

It is crucial that we stay “in the know”, now more than ever.

At the same time, we remind our readers that in order to maintain our websites and projects
at Global Research, we rely 100% on the financial support of our readers. All that we do is
entirely thanks to you.

Our mandate is to deliver articles and videos as broadly as possible, which is why you will
never have to pay to access the information.

To do this, however, we rely entirely on your donations, memberships and book purchases.

If  you have already purchased our books, how about picking up copies for friends and
colleagues? You can make purchases directly through our Shopcart or through Amazon.

And if you are already a member or have donated in the past, we kindly ask that you
consider making another donation at this time. Every amount, great or small, contributes
directly to our operations and ensures that we can be on top of important issues as they
unfold.

We thank you for  your  readership  and encourage you to  visit  our  Shopcart,  Donation
page and Membership page and find out how you can help Global Research continue to be
the reliable source of completely independent news that you have come to rely on.
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With appreciation and best wishes for true freedom,

– The Global Research Team

There are different ways that you can support Global Research:

DONATE ONLINE

For online donations, please visit the DONATION PAGE:

DONATE BY MAIL

To send your donation by mail, kindly send your cheque or international money order, in
US$, Euro or Can$ made out to CRG, to our postal address:

Centre for Research on Globalization (CRG)
PO Box 55019
11, Notre-Dame Ouest
Montreal, QC, H2Y 4A7
CANADA

https://store.globalresearch.ca
https://store.globalresearch.ca/donate/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/donate/


| 5

DONATE BY FAX

For payment by fax, please print the credit card fax authorization form and fax your order
and credit card details to Global Research at 1 514 656 5294

BECOME A MEMBER

Show  your  support  by  becoming  a  Global  Research  Member  (and  also  find  out  about
our  FREE  BOOK  offer!)

“Like” our FACEBOOK page and recommend us to your friends!

You can also support us by purchasing books from our Online Store!

Thank you for your ongoing support of Global Research! Let’s keep spreading the word!
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