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“Regime Change is Coming to Iran”?
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The latest neo-conservative warmonger to join the Trump Administration does not bode well
for the people of Iran.

On Thursday Donald Trump announced that John Bolton, a former official in George W.
Bush’s administration and former ambassador to the UN, would be his new National Security
Advisor. Bolton is a warhawk who called for the invasion of Iraq in search of non-existent
weapons of mass destruction and has for years called for the invasion of Iran.

| am pleased to announce that, effective 4/9/18, @AmbJohnBolton will be my
new National Security Advisor. | am very thankful for the service of General
H.R. McMaster who has done an outstanding job & will always remain my
friend. There will be an official contact handover on 4/9.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) March 22, 2018

Middle East Eye collected a number of quotes from Bolton over the years that indicate his
plans for Iran and other nations viewed as a threat to national security of the U.S.
government. And by that | mean the people who secretly wield control of corporate and
state power. In 2009, Bolton said that regime change is “ultimately, the only thing that will
stop Iran from getting nuclear weapons.” As recent as 2015 Bolton call for a U.S./Israel joint
bombing campaign.“Such action should be combined with vigorous American support for
Iran’s opposition, aimed at regime change in Tehran.”

Meanwhile, Senator Rand Paul questioned the appointment. “It concerns me that Trump
would put someone in charge who is unhinged as far as believing in absolute and total
intervention,” Paul stated. Bolton’s appointment was also criticized by Trita Parsi, leader of
the National Iranian American Council.

People, let this be very clear: The appointment of Bolton is essentially a
declaration of war with Iran.

With Pompeo and Bolton, Trump is assembling a WAR CABINET.

If we want peace, Pompeo MUST be blocked in the Senate. A vote for him is a

vote for war. https://t.co/6TF2pdhJAG
— Trita Parsi (@tparsi) March 22, 2018
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Further, it seems that Bolton and former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani have already
promised the regime change would be happening within the next year. “Just eight months
ago, at a Paris gathering, Bolton told members of the Iranian exile group, known as the
Mujahedeen Khalq, MEK, or People’s Mujahedeen, that the Trump administration should
embrace their goal of immediate regime change in Iran and recognize their group as a
‘viable” alternative,” The Intercept reports.

“The behavior and the objectives of the regime are not going to change and, therefore, the
only solution is to change the regime itself,” newly appointed National Security Advisor John
Bolton told the crowd. The Intercept also noted that Iranian expatriate journalist Bahman
Kalbasi reported that Bolton ended his talk by promising, “And that’s why, before 2019,
we here will celebrate in Tehran!”

At a recent celebration of the Persian New Year, Rudy Giuliani promised the audience that
“if anything, John Bolton has become more determined that there needs to be regime
change in Iran, that the nuclear agreement needs to be burned, and that you need to be in
charge of that country.” Disturbingly, Giuliani reportedly led the crowd in a chant of “regime
change!”.

It should also be noted that Bolton is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, an
organization whose members have influenced the state of geopolitics for the last few
generations. Bolton was also a member of the neo-conservative, warhawk think tank,
“Project for the New American Century,” which was enthusiastically promoting the lie about
Saddam Hussein possessing weapons of mass destruction.

In 2000, PNAC released a report titled Rebuilding America’s Defenses which outlined a
strategy of regime change in Iraq and beyond. Under a section titled “Creating Tomorrow’s
Dominant Force,” the think tank wrote the following controversial line:

Further, the process of transformation, even if it brings revolutionary change,
is likely to be a long one, absent some catastrophic and catalyzing event - like
a new Pearl Harbor.

Less than a year later, 10 of the 18 men who signed the paper became members of the
Bush administration. The attacks of 9/11 would come soon after and the neocons had their
“catastrophic and catalyzing event” and an excuse to invade Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria,
and soon possibly, Iran. The men included Bush’s Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage,
John Bolton, Zalmay Khalilzad, the White House liaison to the Iraqi opposition; William
Kristol, editor of the conservative Weekly Standard magazine, and Richard Perle, chairman
of the advisory Defense Science Board.

In addition to the well-known Pearl Harbor quote, the paper goes on to describe the eventual
outcome of the initial regime change. “Thus, this report advocates a two-stage process of
change - transition and transformation - over the coming decades.” If the last 15 years of
war, violence, and death in the Middle East have been the “transition” phase, John Bolton
and Trump may be preparing to shift gears and move into the “transformation” phase -
beginning with the invasion of Iran. However, based on PNAC's track record, they might be
looking for a new catastrophic event to generate support for intervention in Iran.
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So much for draining the swamp...

Derrick Broze is an investigative journalist and liberty activist. He is the Lead Investigative
Reporter for ActivistPost.com and the founder of the TheConsciousResistance.com. Follow
him on Twitter. Derrick is the author of three books: The Conscious Resistance: Reflections
on Anarchy and Spirituality and Finding Freedom in an Age of Confusion, Vol. 1, Finding
Freedom in an Age of Confusion, Vol. 2 and Manifesto of the Free Humans.
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