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Based on its ballistic missile tests so far, including its most recent ones last month, Russia
believes the DPRK hasn’t yet achieved ICBM capability.

Noted ballistic missile/rocket expert Theodore Postol partly agrees, along with German
rocket experts Markus Schiller and Robert Schmucker.

In an analysis for the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, they called Pyongyang’s Hwasong-14
ballistic missile, tested twice in July “a ‘sub-level’ ICBM that will  not be able to deliver
nuclear warheads to the continental United States.”

“Our analysis shows that the current variant of the Hwasong-14 may not even
be  capable  of  delivering  a  first-generation  nuclear  warhead  to  Anchorage,
Alaska,  although  such  a  possibility  cannot  be  categorically  ruled  out.”

“But even if North Korea is now capable of fabricating a relatively light-weight,
‘miniaturized’ atomic bomb that can survive the extreme reentry environments
of long-range rocket delivery, it will, with certainty, not be able to deliver such
an atomic bomb to the lower 48 states of the United States with the rocket
tested on July 3 and July 28.”

Postal,  Schiller  and Schmucker called the DPRK’s July tests “a carefully choreographed
deception…to create a false impression that the Hwasong-14 is a near-ICBM that poses a
nuclear threat to the continental US.”

While it’s  unable to manufacture sophisticated rocket components so far,  the skill  and
ingenuity of its scientists in using Soviet Russia-era rocket motor components “has grown
very substantially,” they said.

The July tests carried reduced payloads – able to reach a much higher altitude than possible
if carrying a nuclear warhead and protective heat shield.

Pyongyang achieved its objective, creating the false impression of being able to strike US
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territory – what it’s unable to do based on the authors’ analysis.

Yet technological progress it’s made indicates it’s heading toward eventually achieving what
it can’t now accomplish.

The authors cautioned that no one outside North Korea has reliable information on the
characteristics  of  its  nuclear  weapons designs  –  including whether  miniaturization  was
achieved to permit their mounting on a ballistic missile, despite suggestions otherwise.

According to the authors, we’re “left to speculate (on Pyongyang’s nuclear expertise) based
on intelligence information that we have from other sources and on an understanding of the
very significant technical problems of design and implementation that must be solved to be
able to build and deliver atomic bombs by ICBM.”

Based on available  information,  they estimate Pyongyang could only  deliver  a  nuclear
warhead as far as Anchorage, Alaska weighing 500 – 550 kg.

Hwasong-14 launch, July 4, 2017. (Source: Missile Threat)

To reach Seattle, it could weigh no more than 300 kg. They believe “an advanced North
Korean  weaponized  atomic  bomb  would  be  unlikely  to  weigh  less  than  500  to  600
kilograms.”

“So it is entirely possible that this variant of the Hwasong-14 (tested in July)
will not be able to deliver an atomic bomb to Anchorage, Alaska,” they said.

If  the Hwasong-14 upper stage was “fitted with the more capable vernier motors from the
SS-N-6  submarine  launched  ballistic  missile  (known  in  Russia  as  the  R-27),  it  could
potentially deliver an atomic bomb to Anchorage, if the bomb weighed less than between
650 and 750 kg,” according to the authors.

https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-14/
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“The same upgraded variant of the Hwasong-14 could only deliver an atomic
bomb to Seattle if the bomb weighed less than between 400 and 450 kg,” they
added.

Regardless of current or likely more advanced DPRK capability later on, the nation’s history
shows it threatens no other nations.

Its nuclear and ballistic missile weapons are solely for defense – deterrents against feared
US aggression.

The real menace lies in Washington, not Pyongyang.

VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE: stephenlendman.org (Home – Stephen Lendman). Contact
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Listen to cutting-edge discussions with distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News
Hour on the Progressive Radio Network.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants

http://stephenlendman.org/
http://stephenlendman.org/
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman


| 4

permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

