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 The long-awaited UN report on the usage of chemical weapons in Syria has been released.  

While the White House[1] and the New York Times[2] have already taken the report and
argued that it helps their argument that Assad used chemical weapons, it may be more
prudent to look at what the UN report states and how the possibility remains that the Syrian
rebels could have used chemical weapons.

In the report, the UN stated the following: “Information about the delivery systems used was
essential  for  the  investigation.  Indeed,  several  surface  to  surface  rockets  capable  of
delivering  significant  chemical  payloads  were  identified  and  recorded  at  the  investigated
sites.”[3]

The main questions that need to be asked are:

1.      Did the Syrian rebels have sarin gas?

2.      Did the Syrian rebels have access to surface to surface missiles before August 21,
2013?

In regards to the sarin gas, the Syrian rebels did in fact have sarin gas before the day of the
incident. Just this past May, it was reported that according to the UN“Testimony from victims
strongly suggests it  was the rebels,  not the Syrian government, that used Sarin nerve
gas.”[4]  

In regards to the surface to surface missiles, in August that “the Free Syrian Army – as well
as  the  Al-Qaeda  affiliated  al-Nusra  Front  and  other  groups  –  have  also  been  using
increasingly potent captured artillery.  This has included Grad surface-to-surface rockets
analysts say were vital to the Islamist-led push into Latakia.”[5] (emphasis added)

This is further expounded upon in a report by the Middle East Media Research Institute
released in July which stated that “antiaircraft, antitank, and surface-to-surface weapons are
in the hands of both the Free Syrian Army (FSA), which is considered relatively moderate,
and the local and global Islamist forces.”[6] (emphasis added)

This evidence reveals that it  is  possible for  the rebels to have launched the chemical
weapons attack.

We need to keep in mind that the US and its allies have yet to present any evidence
whatsoever that the Assad government used chemical weapons. We also need to remember
that “the report left the key question of who launched the attack unanswered.”[7]
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