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“They [the West] are accusing Russia but where is the evidence? You need strong evidence
to show it was fired by the Russians. ... It could be by the rebels in Ukraine; it could be the
Ukrainian government because they too have the same missile, ... We don’t know why we
[Malaysia] are excluded from the examination but from the very beginning, we see too
much politics in it... The idea was not to find out how this happened but it seems to have
concentrated on trying to pin it on the Russians. This is not a [politically] neutral kind of
examination” (Tun Mahathir Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia, May 31, 2019)

In the light of Prime Minister Mahathir’s rebuttal concerning Russia’s alleged responsibility in
the MH17 tragedy, we bring to the attention of our readers the following article (first
published in 2014) which focusses on the official Kiev government’s position concerning the
downing of flight MH17, as confirmed by a statement of Ukraine’s Secret Service (SBU).

A short summary and analysis is provided in this introductory note.

According to the official SBU report entitled Terrorists and Militants planned cynical terrorist
attack at Aeroflot civil aircraft published in August 2014, the SBU accused the Kremlin of
having ordered a false flag attack involving the shooting down of its own Aeroflot plane
leading to the death of its own citizens, and then blaming it on Kiev, with Russia using the
tragedy as a casus belli pretext to invade Ukraine: The Donetsk militia were aiming at a
Russian Aeroflot passenger plane and shot down the Malaysian MH17 airliner by mistake.
That’s the official Ukraine government story which was acknowledged by the Ukrainian
media. See below.



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/ukraine-report
http://www.sbu.gov.ua/sbu/control/en/publish/article?art_id=129860&cat_id=35317
http://www.sbu.gov.ua/sbu/control/en/publish/article?art_id=129860&cat_id=35317

SBU chief: Mercenaries planned terrorist attacks against
Russian aircraft on day of MH17 crash

By Interfax-Ukraine. Fublished Aug. 7. 2074 at 3:56 pm

Head of the Security Service of Ukraine Valentyn Malyvaichenko says Kremlin-backed militian wanted to provoke invasion of Ukraine

by Russian troops.

Photo by Kostyantyn Chernichkin

"Ukraine’s law enforcement and intelligence agencies have estahlished
during the investigation into a terrorist attack on the Boeing... that on that
day, July 17, and at that time military mercenaries and terrorists from the
Russian Federation planned to carry out a terrorist attack against a
passenger aircraft of Aeroflot en route from Moscow to Larnaca... as a
pretext for the further invasion by Russia,” Nalyvaichenko said at a briefing
in Kyiv on Aug. 8.

"This cynical terrorist attack was planned for the day when the [Malaysia
Airlines| plane happened to fly by, planned by war criminals as a pretext

for the further military invasion by the Russian Federation, that is, there

would be a casus belli,” he added.

Thus, according Nalyvaichenko, the terrorists downed the Malaysian
airliner by mistake.

Kiev Post August 7, 2014

(Since its release in August 2014, the link to the original SBU report is no longer available.
The full text of the SBU report is published in annex to this article.)
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The August 2014 “intelligence” report released by SBU Chief Nalyvaichenko bordered on
ridicule and incompetence to say to the least.

With some exceptions, it was never acknowledged, analyzed, accepted or denied by the
Western media. Washington was silent. Nobody in the US intelligence community
acknowledged or corroborated the statement of their Ukrainian counterpart.

Moreover, this report by Ukraine intelligence was never analyzed by the Dutch investigation
of MH17.

As we recall, immediately after the MH17 plane crash on July 17 2014, Secretary of State
John Kerry and US Ambassador to the UN Samantha Power pointed their finger at Moscow
without a shred of evidence. In turn, the allegations directed against Russia were used to
justify the imposition of sweeping economic sanctions against the Russian Federation.

In the wake of this official and “authoritative” August 7 announcement by the Kiev regime,
Obama, Kerry, Samantha Power et al, chose to remain mum. The Ukraine Secret Service’s
official statement concerning the crash of Malaysian airlines MH17 was so outlandish. It
simply did not fit the usual mold of media disinformation.

Following the release of Ukraine’s official report on the crash of flight MH17, the US media
as well as Western politicians chose to remain silent. Acknowledging Kiev's official
statement concerning MH17 would have opened up a diplomatic “can of worms” which
would inevitably have backlashed. Not to mention the fact that the justification for the
economic sanctions rested in part on Moscow’s alleged role in downing the Malaysian
airliner.

Another consideration was that real evidence pertaining to the crash of flight MH17 had
emerged to the effect that the plane had most likely been shot down on the orders of the
Kiev regime. This evidence came to light following statements by the head of the OSCE
team to the effect that the plane’s fuselage was perforated with machine-gun like holes
indicating that it could have been shot at by a military aircraft.

Michael Bociurkiw [head] of the OSCE group of monitors at his daily briefing
described part of the plane’s fuselage dotted with “shrapnel-like, almost
machine gun-like holes.” He said the damage was inspected by Malaysian
aviation-security officials .(Wall Street Journal, July 31, 2014,

OSCE Head of Mission Michael Bociurkiw made the above statement on July 31st, 2014 one
week prior to the release (on August 7) of the SBU intelligence report entitled Terrorists and
Militants planned cynical terrorist attack at Aerofiot civil aircraft.

Did the Kiev government fast-track an “authoritative intelligence report” following
revelations that the cockpit of the plane had machine gun like entry and exit holes
pointing to the fact that the Malaysian plane “was not downed by a missile
attack”? (Revelations of German Pilot: Shocking Analysis of the “Shooting Down” of
Malaysian MH17. “Aircraft Was Not Hit by a Missile” Global Research, July 30, 2014)

It is worth noting that the Russian media chose not to comment on the Kiev intelligence
report.
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(For further details see Michel Chossudovsky, “Support MH17 Truth”: OSCE Monitors Identify
“Shrapnel and Machine Gun-Like Holes” indicating Shelling. No Evidence of a Missile Attack.
Shot Down by a Military Aircraft?, Global Research, July 31, 2014

Michel Chossudovsky, October 15, 2015, June 2, 2019,

minor edits to the article below, June 2, 2019

Desperate MH17 “Intelligence” Spin by Ukraine Secret Service: Pro-
Russian Rebels had Targeted a Russian Passenger Plane. “But Shot
Down Flight MH17 by Mistake”

by Michel Chossudovsky
Global Research, August 11, 2014

The official MH17 narrative still prevails: the “pro-Russian rebels” shot down Malaysian
airlines MH17 with a Buk missile system provided by Russia.

In a new and rather unusual twist, however, according to the Kiev regime, the Donetsk
militia did not intend to shoot down Malaysian airlines MH17. What the “pro-Russian
rebels” were aiming at was a Russian Aeroflot passenger plane.

The MH17 was shot down “by mistake” according to an official statement by the head of
Ukraine’s Secret Service, Valentyn Nalyvaichenko (Ukraine News Service, August 7,
2014)

According to SBU Chief Nalyvaichenko:

“Ukraine’s law enforcement and intelligence agencies have established during
the investigation into a terrorist attack on the Boeing... that on that day, July
17, and at that time military mercenaries and terrorists from the Russian
Federation planned to carry out a terrorist attack against a passenger
aircraft of Aeroflot en route from Moscow to Larnaca... as a pretext for
the further invasion by Russia,”

“This cynical terrorist attack was planned for the day when the [Malaysia
Airlines] plane happened to fly by, planned by war criminals as a pretext for
the further military invasion by the Russian Federation, that is, there would be
a casus belli,” he added.

Thus, according Nalyvaichenko, the terrorists downed the Malaysian airliner by
mistake.” (Ukraine Interfax News, August 8, 2014)

Nalyvaichenko said that the Kiev government reached this conclusion “in the course of its
own investigation into the downing of MH17".

According to Britain’s foremost news tabloid, The Mail on Sunday, quoting the head of
Ukraine intelligence, the insidious design of the pro-Russian rebels (supported by Moscow)
was to shoot down a Russian commercial airline plane, with a view to blaming the Ukrainian
government. The objective of this alleged “false flag” covert op was to create a justifiable
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and credible pretext for Vladimir Putin to declare war on Ukraine.

In an utterly twisted logic, according to Ukraine’s head of intelligence:

“the [Donesk] rebels were meant to down [the] Aeroflot plane... to justify the
invasion [of Ukraine by Russia]”,

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko (right), head of Ukraine intelligence confirms that the pro-
Russian rebels were “aiming at a Russian passenger plane “so Putin had reason to invade”.

“the crime was planned as a ground for bringing of Russian troops
into Ukraine, that is - CASUS BELLI for the Russian military invasion.”
(Official statement of Ukraine Security Service, in annex below)

In a bitter irony, the alleged “false flag” covert op got muddled. The Donesk rebels got it all
wrong and hit the MH17 plane by mistake.

That's the “official line” now emanating from Kiev's “intelligent” Secret Service (SBU), yet to
be corroborated by their Western intelligence counterparts including the CIA and Britain’s
MI6 which are actively collaborating with Ukraine’s SBU.

The head of Ukraine’s secret service has claimed rebels intended to down a
Russian airliner to give Vladimir Putin a pretext for invasion - but blasted Flight
MH17 out of the sky by mistake. (ibid)

In its authoritative report, the British news tabloid fails to beg the important question: why
on earth would pro-Russian rebels who are at war with the Kiev regime shoot down a
Russian passenger plane AFL-2074 allegedly with a view to harnessing Russia’s support?

What's more, according to SBU Chief Valentyn Nalyvaichenko’s statement, Moscow was
helping the pro-Russian rebels in their alleged false flag op to shoot down Russia’s Aeroflot
plane by providing them with a Buk missile system, which had been discretely smuggled
across the border to the Donesk region of Eastern Ukraine. The Aeroflot plane was slated to
be “shot down over territory controlled by Ukrainian government troops”:

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko said that Russian-backed fighters were supposed to
take their BUK rocket launcher - which had been transported across the
Russian border - to a village called Pervomaiskoe in Ukrainian-held territory
west of Donetsk.



But they “screwed up”. The Buk rocket launcher was apparently positioned in the wrong
rural location and because of that it targeted the MH17 by mistake:

Instead, they mistakenly positioned it in a rebel-controlled village of the same
name to the east of the city.

Got it wrong? Valentyn Nalyvaichenko claims pro-Russian rebels targeted the
wrong civilian airliner

If they had gone where they had been ordered, he said, they would have hit an
Aeroflot flight carrying civilians travelling from Moscow to Larnaca in Cyprus.

Crucially, the crash site would have been in Ukrainian-held territory. (Mail on
Sunday)

Scroll down for video
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Got it wrong? Valentyn Nalyvaichenko claims pro-Russian rebels targeted the wrong civilian
airliner

The pro-Russian rebels had allegedly planned an Operation Northwoods type “false flag”
with utmost proficiency. The covert op consisted in downing a Russian passenger plane with
Moscow’s support. The alleged objective was for Moscow to place the blame on the
government of Ukraine for having ordered the downing of the Aeroflot plane (resulting in the
deaths of Russian tourists), thereby creating a “useful wave of indignation” across the
Russian Federation.

The alleged “false flag” slated to be implemented by the Donetsk “terrorists and
mercenaries” would then, according to the scenario depicted by Ukraine’s Chief Spy,
spearhead public support for a Russian invasion of Ukraine, with patriotic Russian troops
coming to the rescue of the “pro-Russian separatists”:

The mass killing of Russian tourists could then have been blamed on
the Ukrainian army, giving Moscow a justification for invasion, said Mr
Nalyvaichenko, head of the Ukrainian intelligence service, the SBU. (ibid)
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The official SBU report states that the:

“Russian side would need a compelling argument for such a step, for example
accusation of the Ukrainian government in mass murder of the Russian citizens
[on the plane]” (See complete SBU statement in Annex below).

According to the head of Ukraine’s Secret Service: “It is incredibly cynical that the act of
terrorism was planned [by the rebels] against peaceful innocent Russian citizens who were
on the way to their holidays with children”:

‘This cynical terrorist act was intended to justify an immediate
military invasion by the Russian Federation,’ he said.

Aeroflot flight AFL2074 was close to Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 when it was
blown out of the sky on July 17, killing all 298 on board, he said.

... He claimed this was a significant conclusion of Kiev's probe into MH17'’s
downing. (lbid)

A Russian invasion plan had allegedly been scheduled -according to the official SBU report-
to take place on July 18, on the day following the planned downing of Aeroflot flight 2074.
But when the MH17 flight was downed by mistake, the Russian invasion plan scheduled for
July 18, according to the Kiev scenario, was cancelled.

Operation Northwoods

It is worth noting that an earlier GR report pointed to the possibility of an Operation
Northwoods type False Flag undertaken not by Russia but by the Kiev regime (in
liaison with Washington) with a view to blaming Russia for the downing of flight
MH17.

While there is no proof as yet of a Kiev sponsored false flag, the available evidence collected
sofar is damning: reports confirm unequivocally the presence of at least one Ukrainian
military aircraft in proximity of the flight path of MH17. Moreover, the fuselage of the plane
had machine gun like bullet holes.

Mainstream Media Response to Kiev Regime’s Accusations

Normally, the Western media would provide ample coverage and commentary to an official
Kiev statement pertaining to MH17 and accusing Russia. It's part of the MSM routine of
“Russia bashing” and demonizing president Vladimir Putin.

With the exception of Ukraine News Service and London’s Daily Mail, however, the official
statement of the head of Ukraine’s Secret Service has gone largely unnoticed. Normally, a
declaration of this nature would be picked up by the wire services with syndicated reports
flooding the front page of the Western news chain.
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MH17 rebels meant to down Aeroflot
plane... to justify invasion: Astonishing
claim by respected head of Ukraine
intelligence service

« Valentyn Nalyvaichenko said pro-Russian rebels hit wrong civilian plane
+ Claims they were aiming for Moscow airliner so Putin had reason to invade
+ Would have hit an Aeroflot flight from Moscow to Larnaca in Cyprus, he says

By WILL STEWART FOR MAILONLINE
PUBLISHED: 18:22 EDT, 9 August 2014 | UPDATED: 08:45 EDT, 10 August 2014
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The head of Ukraines secret service has claimed rebels intended to down a
Russian airliner to give Vladimir Putin a pretext for invasion - but blasted Flight
MH17 out of the sky by mistake.

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko said that Russian-backed fighters were supposed to take
their BUK rocket launcher - which had been transported across the Russian
border - to a village called Pervomaiskoe in Ukrainian-held territory west of
Donetsk,

Screenshot Daily Mail on Sunday, August 09, 2014

Was the mainstream media instructed to temporarily “put a hold” on reporting on the
“revelations” of Ukraine’s Secret Service.

The Kiev regime’s allegations are far-fetched to say the least: the Donesk rebels -largely
involved in combat operations- have neither the capabilities nor the desire to undertake a
complex intelligence operation of this nature. What purpose would it serve? Cui Bono?

Does Russia require a fake humanitarian pretext to intervene when more than 1000 civilians
in the Donbass region have been killed by the Ukrainian Armed Forces, not to mention the
Odessa massacre perpetrated by the Kiev regime’s Neo-Nazi national guard.

Ironically, barely four days after being accused by Kiev of planning to invade Ukraine,
Russia’s President Putin agreed with European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso
that Moscow would not only collaborate with the Red Cross on channeling humanitarian aid
to Eastern Ukraine through Russian territory, but that the agreement reached with the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), had the support of the Kiev government.

Russia bashing in the MSM seems to be “on hold”. In turn, neither the Russian government
nor the Russian media have commented on (or responded to) the accusations directed
against Moscow contained in Ukraine’s dodgy Secret Service's MH17 report.

Dodgy Ukraine MH17 Intelligence Report: Kiev’'s Western “Allies”
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Was Washington consulted before the release of the dodgy SBU False Flag report?

Did Washington give them the “Green Light” to the release of the SBU report as a means of
“Framing Russia”? Or did the White House or the State Department decide that the SBU’s
“fake intelligence” was visibly flawed and could not effectively be used for propaganda
purposes against Russia?

Were the CIA and MI6 consulted? Britain’s Secret Service MI6 has access to the plane’s black
box, which was handed over by the Dutch task force to an unnamed partner entity in the
UK.

Sofar, neither the White House nor the mainstream media, not to mention the US
intelligence community, have commented on the Ukraine’s August 7 SBU statement, which
has been officially endorsed by the Kiev government.

It is worth noting that the statement of Ukraine’s intelligence service was made following
the release of evidence by the OSCE mission that there were “machine gun like
bullet holes” on the fuselage indicating that the MH17 had been brought down by
cannon fire from a military aircraft.

Ukraine’s Chief Spy Valentyn Nalyvaichenko confirms that the SBU report on the downing of
MH17 -which accuses the Donetsk rebels of implementing a “false flag” operation- has
been submitted to the MH17 investigation task force headed by The Netherlands.

Annex

Official Statement of Ukraine’s Security Service (August 7, 2014)

Terrorists and Militants planned cynical terrorist attack at Aeroflot civil aircraft

ca retrived at Way Back Machine Archive

https://web.archive.org/web/20140807205620/http://www.sbu.gov.ua/sbu/control/en/publish
/article?art_id=129860&cat_id=35317

Screenshot of original report
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Transcript
[emphasis added]

During the investigation of Malaysia Airlines Boeing-777 downing the law enforcement and
intelligence bodies established that terrorists and militants have cynically planned the
terrorist attack at Aeroflot civil aircraft, AFL-2074 Moscow-Larnaca, which was flying over
the territory of Ukraine at that moment. Hereof informed the Head of the Security Service of Ukraine
Mr. Valentyn Nalyvaichenko during the briefing today.

He underlined - the crime was planned as a ground for bringing of Russian troops into
Ukraine, that is - CASUS BELLI for the Russian military invasion.

According to the official Ukrainian data, June 17, 2014, at the mentioned time two regular
international flights were operating over the territory of Ukraine following the filed requests for
aircraft clearance - MAS17 plane of the Malaysia Airlines and AFL-2074 one of Aeroflot.

The routes of the mentioned international flights were approaching the sky over Donetsk. At 16:09 in
the area of Novomykolaivka town the routes of the mentioned flights crossed. It is worth noting that
the flight specifications of the aircrafts were almost identical - the Malaysian aircraft flew at a height
of 10,100 m at a speed 909 km/h, while the Russian one - at a height of 10,600 m at a speed 768
km/h.

At 16:20 from the area of ‘Pervomaiske’ village, north-east from Donetsk, near the town of Torez,
terrorists shot down the Malaysian jet, which then crashed near Grabove, Donetsk
region.

According to the intercepted and published data about the ‘Buk” missile system, the terrorists had
received an order to place the system near ‘Pervomaiskoe’ village, V. Nalyvaichenko mentioned. The
namesake village is located about 20 km to the north-east from Donetsk.

The terrorists (most of them are not locals, but the Russian mercenaries) misrecognized the
namesake villages and moved the other way, the SSU Head said. The odd route of the ‘Buk’ missile
system on the territory of Ukraine proves that fact. The system crossed the Russia-Ukraine border in
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Luhansk region, then was deployed westward to Donetsk and moved back to the border between
Donetsk and Luhansk regions afterwards.

By setting up the ‘Buk’ missile system in ‘Pervomaiske’ village located to the west from Donetsk and
taking into consideration the military specifications of the weapon, the terrorists could have shot
down the Russian civilian jetliner with its further crashing on the Ukrainian territory
controlled by the ATO [Ukraine] forces.

In that case Russia would receive an opportunity to accuse the Ukrainian authorities of
downing the Russian plane, assaulting the Russian citizens and would use this irresistible
proof for its invasion into Ukraine.

Russian side would need a compelling argument for such a step, for example accusation of the
Ukrainian government in mass murder of the Russian citizens.

“A peculiar cynicism appears in the fact that the terrorist act was planned just against the
peaceful, innocent Russian citizens, who were flying with their children on vacation”, - V.
Nalyvaichenko, stressed.

Intelligence data proved that on July 18 the militants have already waited for the
introduction of Russian Armed forces into the territory of Ukraine. The Russian side had
been giving grounding for such developments for the several previous days. The Russian Mass Media
had massively published information about the alleged shelling of the RF territory from the Ukrainian
side.

For further details see [link no longer available]

http://www.sbu.gov.ua/sbu/control/en/publish/article;jsessionid=73352780A12C97E27DD0B
F852482D3C0.applrart id=129860&cat id=35317

can be retrieved at the WayBack archive

https://web.archive.org/web/20140807205620/http://www.sbu.gov.ua/sbu/control/en/publish
/article?art_id=129860&cat_id=35317
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