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Deepwater Horizon: BP Exec Admits Knew of “Big
Risk” of Explosion
President of BP America at the time of Gulf spill admitted risk of a "blowout" at
Deepwater Horizon was known

By Natasha Lennard
Global Research, March 01, 2013
Salon

Region: USA
Theme: Environment, Oil and Energy

As  Grist  has  flagged,  on  the  second  day  of  the  trial  against  BP  over  the  2010  Deepwater
Horizon disaster,  Lamar  McKay,  who was  president  of  BP  America  at  the  time of  the
explosion, admitted that there was knowledge of a “big risk” of a “blowout” at the rig.

“There was a risk identified for a blowout,” said McKay. “The blowout was an identified risk,
and it was a big risk, yes.”

Lacy was asked whether he had been asked to choose cost over safety. After a long pause
he replied: “Not explicitly.” The lawyer asked about the “six second pause.”

“I was never given a directive to cut corners or deliver something not safely but there was
tremendous pressure on costs,” he said.

 (Credit: Wikimedia/US coast guard)
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As Grist noted, Lacy was sure to follow the BP line of denying ultimate responsibility for the
disaster.  In  order  to  dodge  the  government’s  gross  negligence  charge  (and  significantly
higher penalties) Lacy stressed that rig owner Transocean and contractor Halliburton share
in the blame. “I think that’s a shared responsibility, to manage the safety and the risk … it’s
a team effort,” said McKay.

Natasha Lennard  is an assistant news editor at Salon, covering non-electoral politics,
general  news  and  rabble-rousing.  Follow  her  on  Twitter  @natashalennard,  email
nlennard@salon.com.

The original source of this article is Salon
Copyright © Natasha Lennard, Salon, 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Natasha
Lennard

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.salon.com/2013/02/27/bp_exec_admits_knew_of_big_risk_of_explosion/?source=newsletter
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/natasha-lennard
http://www.salon.com/2013/02/27/bp_exec_admits_knew_of_big_risk_of_explosion/?source=newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/natasha-lennard
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/natasha-lennard
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

