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Dangerous wheat-killing fungus detected in Iran –
UN
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5 March 2008 –A dangerous new fungus with the ability to destroy entire wheat fields has
been detected in Iran, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported
today.

The wheat stem rust, whose spores are carried by wind across continents, was previously
found in East Africa and Yemen and has moved to Iran, which said that laboratory tests have
confirmed its presence in some localities in Broujerd and Hamedan in the country’s west.

Up to 80 per cent of all Asian and African wheat varieties are susceptible to the fungus, and
major  wheat-producing  nations  to  Iran’s  east  –  such  as  Afghanistan,  India,  Pakistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan – should be on high alert, FAO warned.

“The fungus is spreading rapidly and could seriously lower wheat production in countries at
direct risk,” said Shivaji Pandey, Director of FAO’s Plant Production and Protection Division.

He urged the control of the rust’s spread to lower the risk to countries already impacted by
high food prices.

Iran has said that it will bolster its research capacity to tackle the new fungus and develop
wheat varieties that are rust-resistant.

Called  Ug99,  the  disease  first  surfaced  in  Uganda  and  subsequently  spread  to  Kenya  and
Ethiopia, with both countries experiencing serious crop yield losses due to a serious rust
epidemic  last  year.  Also  in  2007,  FAO  confirmed  that  a  more  virulent  strain  was  found  in
Yemen.

The  agency  appealed  to  countries  to  bolster  disease  surveillance  and  step  up  efforts  to
control  it.

The Borlaug Global Rust Initiative (BGRI) – founded by Norman Borlaug, Cornell University,
the  International  Center  for  Agricultural  Research  in  the  Dry  Areas  (ICARDA),  the
Internatioanl Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and FAO – will continue its
work in assisting countries develop drug-resistant wheat varieties, upgrading their plant
protection measures and creating contingency plans.

For analysis see F, William Endahl’s feature article.

The original source of this article is UN

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/biotechnology-and-gmo
http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2008/1000805/index.html
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=8483


| 2

Copyright © Global Research, UN, 2008

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

