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***

There are numerous one-liners like “wag-the-dog” that constitute a long running joke about
how Israel exploits Jewish power in the United States to limit and control Washington’s
options in foreign policy as well as in many other aspects of international interaction. This
has been accomplished by a cleverly executed neoconservative takeover of the foreign
policy instruments of both major parties based on a series of nonexistent “threats” coupled
with  media  control  and  billions  of  dollars  in  political  donations  that  have  bought  the
numerous politicians willing to be bought, which clearly constitutes a majority of Congress.

President Joe Biden and those who surround him are all about Israel and many of them are
Jewish. His Secretary of the Treasury Janice Yellen claims that the US “can afford” two wars
simultaneously and the Chuck Schumer led Senate has voted unanimously 97-0 pledging full
and unconditional support for the Jewish state.

Biden’s  somewhat  pathetic  fifteen-minute  speech  last  week  justifying  throwing  another
$105 billion of deficit spending at Ukraine and Israel could have been written by a neocon
scribe in its attempt to demonstrate that the US is threatened by developments in those two
countries. It is not, even Biden knows that, and his assertions were as hollow as the rhetoric
used to support the false premise.

My favorite argument being made by the president was that “American leadership holds the
world together….and is necessary to keep freedom alive in both the Middle East and Eastern
Europe… Hamas and Putin represent different threats, but they share this in common: They
both want to completely annihilate a neighboring democracy.”
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As it  turns out,  Biden was wrong on every point.  Opinion polls suggest that the world
overwhelmingly sees the United States as the most disruptive and dangerous nation on the
planet, so Biden’s unwillingness or inability to discern that he is presiding the over the death
throes of America’s global leadership is particularly troubling. And Joe even fails to realize
that Russia is more democratic by most measures than is Ukraine, which is consistently
rated as the most corrupt country in the world, while Israel is not a democracy at all unless
one is a Jew.

Biden was certainly motivated to speak to the American public in prime time, only the
second time he has done so, by his overriding concern to express and obtain absolutely
total support for Israel no matter what it does. He is willing to lie, cheat and steal for Israel.
In the wake of the devastating October 17th blast at al-Ahli Baptist Hospital, a Christian-run
medical complex in central Gaza City, which killed at least 500 people and injured hundreds
more, he immediately jumped on the protect-Israel bandwagon and declared that Israel had
not  done  it,  which  is  far  from  being  demonstrated  and  is  being  hotly  disputed  by
eyewitnesses and forensic specialists.  Ukraine is a secondary issue but it  too is a war
supported overwhelmingly by international Jewry for various reasons, most notably visceral
hatred of Russia.

Nevertheless, the control by the Israel Lobby aside, one is at a loss to understand the actual
rationale  behind the recent  trips  to  Israel  in  the wake of  the Gaza uprising made by
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and “they beheaded the babies” Joe Biden since the
United States has no genuine national interest that compels it to get involved in either war,
even less so in Gaza where Israel has been indisputably the source of nearly all the trouble.
Lest anyone be confused over what signal was being sent, two US aircraft carrier strike
groups were also dispatched to the Eastern Mediterranean together with orders to prepare
to deploy 2,000 Marines, suggesting that Washington was itself preparing for war. And the
Muslim world, convulsed by what it is seeing happen to Gaza, is also heeding a call to arms.
As of last Friday there seven separate drone and rocket attacks on US military bases in Iraq
and Syria. Journalist Caitlin Johnstone has neatly summarized the legitimate rage on the
ground in Palestine that the White House and Congress make no attempt to appreciate:

“The status quo in Israel has been one of continually escalating violence, tyranny and
abuse for generations… Stand on someone’s face for long enough and one day it will
surprise you if he eventually bites your foot. You might even feel like you were the
victim, because that’s just what you’d gotten used to.”

Blinken, citing his ancestors and the holocaust, presented himself as a Jew to his Israeli
audience, which meant that no further justification was required as he totally rolled over to
comply with the Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s interpretation of what had taken

place on October 7th. Reports suggest that Blinken had initially sensibly supported a cease-
fire on social media just after the Hamas attack, writing that he would be “encourage[ing]
Turkey’s advocacy for a cease-fire and the release of all hostages by Hamas immediately.”

Presumably under pressure from Biden and the Israel Lobby, he then deleted that and
wrote, “Israel has the right to defend itself, rescue any hostages, and protect its citizens.”
The State Department got the message and circulated instructions to staffers to not use the
terms “de-escalation/ceasefire,” “end to violence/bloodshed” and “restoring calm” in regard
to the Gaza/Israel situation, giving Netanyahu a free hand to do whatever he would choose
to do.
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Blinken was thus converted to fully support massive and indiscriminate Israeli retaliation
against the civilian population, a war crime, and his reward was being stiffed by the Saudi
Crown Prince, forced to wait in attendance all night before being allowed a short and non-
productive audience. Biden outdid his colleague in being completely stonewalled by Saudi,
Jordanian, Egyptian, Iraqi and Palestinian heads of state and government, which leads to the
question

“What did Biden seek to achieve apart from demonstrating that the United States was
owned by Israel which is committing a war crime by its collective punishment of Gaza ?
Did  he  think  the  Arab  and  Muslim  states  would  react  positively  to  a  developing
massacre of the Gazans, which he specifically supported?”

So why were Biden and Blinken so willfully ignorant as to be unable to appreciate that they
were bearing a message that could only succeed in infuriating their hosts? Israel, after all, is
by law a Jewish state which not only does not provide equal rights to the non-Jewish citizens
and residents, it also has a government that has senior officials and some leading religious
figures describing Palestinian Arabs as something less than human or  even “animals”  and
who, in some cases, openly consider it perfectly acceptable to exterminate them. It is the
same  government  with  a  different  cast  of  characters  that  has  been  stealing,  killing  and
inflicting  a  host  of  war  crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity  on  its  captive  and  largely
helpless  Palestinian  Christian  and  Muslim  minority  for  the  past  76  years.

Image: Cong. Michael McCaul (Source: Another Day in the Empire)

Biden’s nice package of $105 billion, which will likely sail through Congress because it is “for
Israel,”  will  include  $14  billion  for  Netanyahu  to  buy  some  new  heavy  ordnance  to
exterminate the Palestinians, which guarantees that the Muslim world will hate the United
States for the foreseeable future. The money is also funding the war in Ukraine for the next
year and arming Taiwan with some shiny new weapons to ward off China. Ironically, a new
CBS/YouGov poll finds that most Americans don’t want the US providing Israel with weapons
and supplies in this war, but, of course ordinary voters are never asked their opinion when
the White House chooses to demonstrate “American exceptionalism” towards the country
that it loves beyond all others. Oh, and the bill  will also include some cash to “fortify”
America’s Mexican border, a sweetener that runs completely contrary to what Biden has
been doing for the past three years.

All this will be piled on to the United States government debt which, at just short of $33
trillion, is considered to be unsustainable and weighs in at $350,230 for every American
family. And it is all being done for no good reason whatsoever in terms of genuine American
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interests, and probably illegally too as proxy wars run by the Executive Branch would seem
to go against the Constitution’s separation of powers as well as the time constraints in the
War Powers Act of 1973.

Congressman  Michael  McCaul  from  Texas,  the  Israel  firster  fanatic  who  heads  the  House
Armed  Services  Committee,  is  currently  pushing  legislation  that  would  provide  an  in-
advance authorization to go to war on Iran and on Lebanon if Hezbollah were to come in to
support the Gazans when Netanyahu starts his potentially genocidal ground attack. Another
Congressional clown, Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina is already calling for an
attack on Iran under the presumption that it assisted the Gazans.

Fortunately for  all  of  us who care for  such issues as life  and death,  some cracks are
appearing in the wall surrounding total subservience to Israel and its interest. Some even
suspect that the “US-based Middle East system,” which mandates blind support for Israel,
has become so abusive that the public is become reluctant to support it. Indeed, public
opinion polls suggest that support for the Palestinians is increasing while that for Israel is
growing weaker as atrocities against the Arabs multiply with Israel new ultra-conservative
government.  The  resignation  letter  of  senior  State  Department  official  Josh  Paul,  who
recently  quit  over  the  Biden  administration’s  position  on  the  Gaza  War,  makes  for
interesting reading. Paul described the Hamas attack as a “monstrosity of monstrosities”
but continued: “This Administration’s response – and much of Congress’ as well – is an
impulsive reaction built  on confirmation bias, political  convenience, intellectual bankruptcy
and bureaucratic inertia. Decades of the same approach have shown that security for peace
leads to neither security nor peace, The fact is that blind support for one side is destructive
in the long term to the interests of the people on both sides.”

Paul was responding to the latest arms package being rushed through congress for Israel,
which he described as “shortsighted, destructive and unjust,” and the US veto early last
week  of  a  Russian  proposal  in  the  UN  Security  Council  to  call  for  a  ceasefire.  The  US
permanent representative to the UN Linda Thomas Greenfield submitted the veto and then
erupted with “By failing to condemn Hamas, Russia is giving cover to a terrorist group that
brutalizes innocent civilians. It is outrageous, it is hypocritical, and it is indefensible.” She is
the hypocrite in that she obviously does not recognize or does not care that Israel’s record is
far worse that Russia’s in “brutalizing innocent civilians” for the past 76 years.

There are also other reports of general “discomfort” and dismay among civil servants over
what is happening vis-à-vis the US role in Gaza out of concern for Israel not being urged to
show restraint  and the White House lack of  any genuine concern over the developing
humanitarian crisis.  It  also appears that several of the few Muslim federal government
officials  have been removed from positions having anything to  do with Middle East  policy.
The US media likewise has been transferring many of its Muslim journalists who were on the
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ground in Gaza and elsewhere in the Middle East for fear that they will actually try to tell the
truth about what is going on and who is doing what to whom.

On a next to last final note, it has often been noted that the first victim of war is truth. The
US government in its various guises has been lashing out at social media and other sites
that have been making available material that can be construed as favorable to Gaza. So
far, they have been less than successful, but the efforts persist and could lead to legislation.
Also, there have been the usual claims regarding “antisemitism” which can be exploited in
“hate crimes” prosecutions as well as the existing legislation in 35 states that protect Israel
with potential criminal and civil penalties as well denial of jobs and services to applicants
who are critics of the Jewish state’s behavior. In Israel itself, al-Jazeera journalists have now
been detained and expelled as a consequence of legislation criminalizing the activity of
journalists who report “facts” that are not approved by the Israeli government.

But some of the most bizarre lashing out by the Israel lobby and its friends is taking place in
the United States. In Florida the state Attorney General has told prosecutors to “exercise
zero tolerance” when dealing with the “anti-Jewish hate crimes” engaged in by college
students who have been demonstrating in support of the Gazans. At Harvard, major donors
who are mostly Jewish have cut off donations to the university due to its tolerance of pro-
Gazan student demonstrators. A so called “conservative group” Accuracy in Media headed
by one Adam Guillette, who is Jewish, has led the response to a coalition of more than 30
Harvard student groups that posted an open letter on the night of the Hamas attack, citing
Israel as “entirely responsible” for the violence that killed more than 1,400 people, mostly
civilians. The letter was posted on social  media and did not include the names of the
individual students in the groups.

But  within  days,  students  connected  to  those  groups  were  being  identified  together  with
their  personal  information,  all  of  which  was  posted  online.  Families  back  home were
threatened while presumed Harvard alumni businessmen and executives demanded a list of
the student names to ban their hiring. And a truck with a digital  billboard paid for by
Accuracy  in  Media  circled  Harvard  Square,  flashing  student  photos  and  names,  under  the
headline, “Harvard’s Leading Antisemites.” The students now have to deal with “people’s
lives  being  ruined,  people’s  careers  being  ruined,  people’s  fellowships  being  ruined”
because  they  opposed  a  certainly  controversial  war  being  fought.  Guillette  said  his
organization’s next move, which has already started, is to create online domains using the
students’  first  and  last  names  to  create  sites  identifying  them  as  antisemites.  Guillette
boasted that “I think it’s incredibly important for people to know who the antisemites are on
their campus and in their community.”

And on a final note, if you have wondered where the money is coming from to fund Israel’s
wars and crimes beyond what Joe Biden and his buddies are willing to hand them, there is
an interesting story out of Georgia. Republican Governor Brian Kemp has ordered his state
treasurer to use tax revenues to purchase $10 million in Israel Bonds. The bonehead then
issued a statement: “Israel is one of Georgia’s strongest allies and greatest friends, and our
support  for  its  people  as  they  endure  horrific  attacks  from  terrorists  is  unwavering.
Purchasing these bonds is just the latest expression of that support.” It is not clear if the
purchase is completely legal and someone should have advised the governor that buying
Israel bonds is in the nature of a gift as they lack liquidity and are generally regarded as a
terrible investment. So it is a rip-off of the Georgia taxpayer. I wonder if anyone will notice!

*
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