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In the same week that a UK industry insider told a drone conference in the US that the UK is
preparing to take preliminary steps in plans that will eventually allow drones to fly in UK civil
airspace, three drones on operation in Afghanistan and Somali have crashed.

On 16th August, an RQ-7 Shadow drone, which is about 12 feet long and 20 feet across,
crashed into a US military cargo plane in East Afghanistan. There were no reports of injuries
and the cargo plane made an emergency landing. According to a report in the Washington
Post, a US military official commentating on the drone said (with no apparent trace of irony)
“We were in complete control up until the collision.” (1! f.)

A few days later, an unknown type of drone crashed in the middle of the Somali capital,
Mogadishu. A reporter from Associated Press witnessed the wreckage before it was
removed by African Union troops. The drone is suspected, but not confirmed, to be
operated by the US military.

Finally a third drone crashed in the Naranj Bagh neighbourhood of the provincial capital
Jalalabad in Afghanistan on 20th August, damaging two houses. Local media took pictures
of the damage (above) and the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) acknowledged
the drone was one of theirs.

| have updated our Drone Crash Database with these and eight other drone crashes for
2011 and aded details of a further five for 2010 giving a total of thirty-six large drone
crashes for 2010 & 2011 (smaller drone crashes are ignored as they happen so often it
would swamp the database). Overall the database now has some details of almost eighty
large drone crashes since 2007, compiled from USAF accident reports, press reports and
Wikileaks.

As the drone industry continues to push regulators and parlimentarians to relax the rules
that currently forbid drones from flying in civil UK airspace we beleive it is important for the
public and decison makers to be aware how unreliable drones are and how often they
simply fall out of the sky.

Add a comment to this post

The original source of this article is disarmingman
Copyright © Global Research, disarmingman, 2011

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://wp.me/pXeuZ-sF
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/2011/08/18/360905/auvsi-uk-nears-key-step-in-uas-standards-for-civil.html
http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/2011/08/18/360905/auvsi-uk-nears-key-step-in-uas-standards-for-civil.html
http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/2011/08/18/360905/auvsi-uk-nears-key-step-in-uas-standards-for-civil.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/surveillance-drone-crashes-in-middle-of-somali-capital-african-union-soldiers-retrieve-pieces/2011/08/19/gIQAXcslPJ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/surveillance-drone-crashes-in-middle-of-somali-capital-african-union-soldiers-retrieve-pieces/2011/08/19/gIQAXcslPJ_story.html
http://arabnews.com/world/article490961.ece
http://arabnews.com/world/article490961.ece
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/afghanistan-slideshow/afghans-inspect-damaged-house-drone-crash-last-night-photo-085508610.html#crsl=%252Fphotos%252Fafghanistan-slideshow%252Fafghans-inspect-damaged-house-drone-crash-last-night-photo-085508610.html
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/afghanistan-slideshow/afghans-inspect-damaged-house-drone-crash-last-night-photo-085508610.html#crsl=%252Fphotos%252Fafghanistan-slideshow%252Fafghans-inspect-damaged-house-drone-crash-last-night-photo-085508610.html
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/drone-crash-database/
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/2011/08/24/crash-its-raining-drones/#respond
http://wp.me/pXeuZ-sF
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://wp.me/pXeuZ-sF
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

