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In the debate over coronavirus policy, there has been far too little focus on the costs of
lockdowns. It’s very common for the proponents of these interventions to write articles and
large studies without even mentioning the downsides.

Here is a brief look at the cost of stringencies in the United States, and around the world,
including stay-at-home orders, closings of business and schools, restrictions on gatherings,
shutting of arts and sports, restrictions on medical services, and interventions in the
freedom of movement.

Click Here to Access the original AIER document (including links to sources)
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Mental Health Data

During late June 2020, 40% of US adults reported to be struggling with mental
health or substance abuse.

Of adults surveyed, 10.7% had thoughts of suicide compared to 4.3% in 2018,

Reported symptoms of anxiety were three times higher than they were in Q2
2019 and reported symptoms of depression were four times higher than they
were in Q2 2019,

Of individuals aged 18-24, 25.5% considered suicide.

In New York alone, Google searches increased for phrases and words: anxiety,

panic attack, and insomnia.

Between April and October, the portion of emergency visits related to mental
health for children (5-11) increased by 24% and 31% for 12-17 year olds
compared to 2019.

In late June, 13% of survey respondents said they had started or increased
substance use to cope with the pandemic.

More than 40 states have reported increases in opicid-related mortality.

From January 2020 to March 2020, 19,416 people died from drug overdoses,
which is 3,000 more than in 2019 of the same quarter.
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Education

The Economy Data Source

In March alone, food banks gave out 20 percent more food than Feeding America (July

in an average month. 2020)

This year, between 71 and 100 million people will fall into The World Bank (June

extreme poverty. 2020)

About 86 million children may fall into poverty. UNICEF and Save the

Children (May 2020)

Rate of food insecurity from 2018 to mid-2020 has more than Brookings (September

doubled (14% to 32%) for households with children. 2020)

Number of undernourished individuals may increase from 690 WHO (October 2020)

to 822 million people.

Q2 2020 GDP decreased at an annual rate of 32.9%, and Q1 2020 BEA (July 2020)

GDP decreased at an annual rate of 5%.

Unemployment

Unemployment Statistic Source

Unemployment rate increased to 14.7% in April 2020, This is the highest rate of BLS (May

increase (10.3%) and largest month over month increase in history of available 2020)

data (since 1948).

In March, 39% of people living with a household income of $40,000 and below Federal

reported a job loss. Reserve
(April 2020)

The unemployment rate between February and April increased by 127 for Bureau of

women and 10% for men. Labor
Statistics

Mothers of children aged 12 and younger lost 2.2 million jobs between February Stateline

and August (12% drop), while fathers of small children lost 870,000 jobs (4% {August

drop). 2020)

One out of four women who were surveyed reported their job loss was due to Washingtun

lack of childcare, twice the rate of men surveyed. Post (July
2020)
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Education Statistic

About 24 million children may drop out of school next year as a result of the
lockdown's economic impact.

A decrease in life expectancy by 5.53 million years of life is found to occur for
US children due to the closing of US primary schools.

30,806 internships were lost (a decrease of 52%) between March 9 and April
13.

Between March 9 and April 13 travel & tourism internships fell 92%; IT
dropped 76%, architecture & engineering 65% and telecommunications 65%.
Accounting & legal internships fell the least, dropping 22%.
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Healthcare Statistic

At the 10-week mark of lockdown, 2.1 million people in the UK were

waiting for breast, cervical, or bowel cancer screening,.

Diagnosis for 6 cancers (breast, colorectal, lung, pancreatic, gasiric, and
esophageal) has declined 46.4% compared to 2018,

Pancreatic cancer diagnosis has dropped 24.7%% compared to 2018,

Breast cancer diagnosis has dropped 51.8% compared to 2018

“The Netherlands Cancer Registry has seen as much as a 40% decline in
weekly cancer incidence.”

Pre-Covid, Medical University of South Carolina dropped from 20 stroke-

related calls daily (or 550 per month) to about nine in mid-April.
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UK. (suspected) cancer referrals have decreased 75% since Covid-19

restrictions were implemented.

38% decrease in STEMI treatments in 9 major hospitals across the US.

In Italy, cardiological diagnostic procedures decreased 56%, PCI 489,
structural interventions 81% and PCI in STEMI 40%.

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in the US; Premature
cardiovascular disease and stroke mortality costs %1375 billion in lost
future productivity.

Admissions for chemotherapy decreased 45-66% while urgent referrals for

early cancer diagnosis decreased 70-89%.

During April weekly emergency department (ED) visits declined 42% from

the previous year average of 2.1 million to 1.2 million.

In 2018 patients visiting the ER for opioid overdoses are 100 times more
likely to die by drug overdose in the year after being discharged. They are
18 times more likely to die by suicide relative to the general population.

Hospital financial losses will be as high as $323.1 billion for the entire year.
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Crime Statistic

During the first six months of 2020 murder and nonnegligent manslaughter

offenses increased 14.8%, and aggravated assault offenses were up 4.6%.

Property crime offenses declined 7.8%; except for motor vehicle thefts, which
increased 6.2%.

Arson increased 19.2% in the first six months of 2020 compared to the same time
the previous year; and increased 52.1% in cities with populations of 1,000,000 or

maore.

Between June and August 2020 homicides increased 53% and aggravated
assaults increased 14% compared to the same period in 2019.

A UK domestic abuse charity (Refuge) reported a 25% increase in calls made to
helpline since the start of lockdowns.

Food and Hospitality

Crime Statistic

During the first six months of 2020 murder and nonnegligent manslaughter
offenses increased 14.8%, and aggravated assault offenses were up 4.6%.

Property crime offenses declined 7.8%:; except for motor vehicle thefts, which
increased 6.2%.

Arson increased 19.2% in the first six months of 2020 compared to the same time
the previous year; and increased 52.1% in cities with populations of 1,000,000 or

more.

Between June and August 2020 homicides increased 53% and aggravated
assaults increased 14% compared to the same period in 2019,

A UK domestic abuse charity (Refuge) reported a 25% increase in calls made to
helpline since the start of lockdowns.
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Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
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