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Continuity of Military Agenda: Syria Catastrophe
Engineered Under Bush, Executed Verbatim Under
Obama

By Tony Cartalucci
Global Research, September 13, 2013
Land Destroyer

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

The rise of Al Qaeda in Syria and the predictable bloodbath that followed is the documented
work of US, Israel, & Saudi Arabia.

Tens  of  thousands  of  deaths,  devastated  cities,  and  the  scattering  of  terrified  Syrian
minorities  add up  to  a  catastrophe that  has  unfolded  in  Syria  over  the  last  2  years.
International organizations including the UN call it the worst humanitarian catastrophe of
the  21st  century,  and  despite  this,  have  put  little  effort  into  tracking  down  the  actual
genesis  of  the  conflict,  the  key  players  perpetuating  the  violence,  and  in  prescribing  the
obvious  solutions  to  this  conflict.  With  a  recent  initiative  by  Russia  and  Syria  blunting  the
West’s pro-war drive, Western propagandists have attempted to reassert their crumbling
narrative regarding the conflict, past, present, and future.

The Genesis of Syria’s Conflict

We  are  told  by  Western  politicians  and  Western  media  houses  that  the  conflict  in  Syria
began  with  a  spontaneous  “peaceful,”  “pro-democracy”  uprising  influenced  by  similar
demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt. We are told that these peaceful protests were brutally
crushed  by  the  Syrian  government  and  resulted  in  the  militarization  of  the  so-called
“opposition.”

This is a verified lie.

In an April 2011 AFP report, Michael Posner, the assistant US Secretary of State for Human
Rights and Labor, admitted that [emphasis added]:

“US government has budgeted $50 million in the last two years [starting in
2009] to develop new technologies to help activists protect themselves from
arrest and prosecution by authoritarian governments.”The report went on to
admit that the US (emphasis added) “organized training sessions for 5,000
activists in different parts of the world. A session held in the Middle East about
six weeks ago gathered activists from Tunisia, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon who
returned to their countries with the aim of training their colleagues there.”
Posner would add, “They went back and there’s a ripple effect.”

Not  only  were  the  protests  in  Syria  planned,  funded,  and  directed  by  the  US  State
Department,  years  before the so-called “Arab Spring” began,  but  so were the alleged
protests that “triggered” events in Syria – namely similarly engineered protests in Tunisia,
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Egypt, and the violent US-led subversion carried out in Libya.

What’s  more  disturbing  is  that  the  US-engineered  “protests”  were  not  designed  to
overthrow targeted governments, but instead to serve as a smokescreen for similarly pre-
planned armed subversion.  As  early  as  2007,  under  then President  George Bush,  the
arming, funding, and otherwise supporting of sectarian extremists across the Middle East to
undermine Lebanon, Syria, and Iran was put into motion.

Admissions by administration officials, intelligence agents, and the very militant groups the
US was funding and preparing for armed subversion in 2007 were documented in Pulitzer
Prize-winning  journalist  Seymour  Hersh’s  New  Yorker  extensive  9-page  report,   “The
Redirection:  Is  the  Administration’s  new  policy  benefiting  our  enemies  in  the  war  on
terrorism?”  In  it  he  would  state  clearly  that:

“To undermine Iran, which is predominantly Shiite, the Bush Administration has
decided,  in  effect,  to  reconfigure its  priorities  in  the Middle  East.  In  Lebanon,
the Administration has coöperated with Saudi Arabia’s government, which is
Sunni, in clandestine operations that are intended to weaken Hezbollah, the
Shiite organization that is backed by Iran. The U.S. has also taken part in
clandestine operations aimed at Iran and its ally Syria. A by-product of these
activities has been the bolstering of Sunni extremist groups that espouse a
militant  vision of  Islam and are hostile  to  America and sympathetic  to  Al
Qaeda.”

Six years later, it could not be more obvious that indeed, militants aligned to Al Qaeda have
been armed, equipped, and unleashed in an unprecedented wave of US-Saudi-Israeli state-
sponsored terrorism against Syria and neighboring Lebanon. With safe havens in NATO-
member  Turkey,  US-occupied  Jordan,  and  pouring  in  from  Saudi-friendly  regions  of
Lebanon, it could not be clearer who is behind the rise and perpetuation of Al Qaeda in
Syria.

And even in Hersh’s 2007 report, “The Redirection,” it is made clear that the US, Israel, and
Saudi  Arabia  had  already  begun  financing  and  preparing  the  sectarian  extremist  “Muslim
Brotherhood” in Syria for the upcoming sectarian bloodbath the West had on the drawing
board. Hersh would report:

“[Walid] Jumblatt then told me that he had met with Vice-President Cheney in
Washington  last  fall  to  discuss,  among  other  issues,  the  possibility  of
undermining Assad. He and his colleagues advised Cheney that, if the United
States  does  try  to  move  against  Syria,  members  of  the  Syrian  Muslim
Brotherhood would be “the ones to talk to,” Jumblatt said.”

The article would continue by explaining how already in 2007 US and Saudi backing had
begun benefiting the Brotherhood:

“There is evidence that the Administration’s redirection strategy has already
benefitted the Brotherhood. The Syrian National Salvation Front is a coalition of
opposition groups whose principal members are a faction led by Abdul Halim
Khaddam,  a  former  Syrian  Vice-President  who  defected  in  2005,  and  the
Brotherhood. A former high-ranking C.I.A. officer told me, “The Americans have
provided  both  political  and  financial  support.  The  Saudis  are  taking  the  lead
with  financial  support,  but  there  is  American  involvement.”  He  said  that
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Khaddam, who now lives in Paris, was getting money from Saudi Arabia, with
the knowledge of  the  White  House.  (In  2005,  a  delegation  of  the  Front’s
members  met  with  officials  from  the  National  Security  Council,  according  to
press  reports.)  A  former  White  House  official  told  me  that  the  Saudis  had
provided  members  of  the  Front  with  travel  documents.”

And  yet  today,  the  West  feigns  ignorance  to  what  they  claim  is  the  inexplicable,
unfortunate, “unforeseeable” rise and perpetuation of Al Qaeda and their defacto political
arm, the sectarian Muslim Brotherhood.

Who’s Behind Al Qaeda in SyriaAl Qaeda in Syria constitutes the summation of the so-
called “opposition.”  Despite rhetoric  of  the contrary,  all  credible reports actually  citing
evidence, including sources from across the West, have determined that Al Qaeda is the
“opposition.”

The New York Times would literally proclaim in their April 2013 article, “Islamist Rebels
Create Dilemma on Syria Policy,” that:

Nowhere in rebel-controlled Syria is there a secular fighting force to speak of.

The West has admitted throughout the conflict that it, along with its regional axis, including
Turkey, Jordan, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia, have been funneling in hundreds of millions of
dollars, equipment, and thousands of tons of arms at a time to militants operating in and
along Syria’s borders.

In the Telegraph’s March 2013 article titled, “US and Europe in ‘major airlift of arms to
Syrian rebels through Zagreb’,” it is reported:

It claimed 3,000 tons of weapons dating back to the former Yugoslavia have
been sent in 75 planeloads from Zagreb airport to the rebels, largely via Jordan
since November
The  story  confirmed  the  origins  of  ex-Yugoslav  weapons  seen  in  growing
numbers in rebel hands in online videos, as described last month by The Daily
Telegraph  and  other  newspapers,  but  suggests  far  bigger  quantities  than
previously suspected.
The shipments were allegedly paid for by Saudi Arabia at the bidding of the
United States, with assistance on supplying the weapons organised through
Turkey and Jordan, Syria’s neighbours. But the report added that as well as
from Croatia, weapons came “from several other European countries including
Britain”,  without specifying if  they were British-supplied or British-procured
arms.
British  military  advisers  however  are  known  to  be  operating  in  countries
bordering  Syria  alongside  French  and  Americans,  offering  training  to  rebel
leaders and former Syrian army officers. The Americans are also believed to be
providing training on securing chemical weapons sites inside Syria.

The New York Times in their March 2013 article titled, “Arms Airlift to Syria Rebels Expands,
With C.I.A. Aid,” admits that:

With  help  from  the  C.I.A.,  Arab  governments  and  Turkey  have  sharply
increased  their  military  aid  to  Syria’s  opposition  fighters  in  recent  months,
expanding a secret  airlift  of  arms and equipment for  the uprising against
President Bashar al-Assad, according to air traffic data, interviews with officials
in several countries and the accounts of rebel commanders.
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The  airlift,  which  began  on  a  small  scale  in  early  2012  and  continued
intermittently through last fall, expanded into a steady and much heavier flow
late last year, the data shows. It has grown to include more than 160 military
cargo flights by Jordanian, Saudi and Qatari military-style cargo planes landing
at Esenboga Airport near Ankara, and, to a lesser degree, at other Turkish and
Jordanian airports.

And now, the US fully admits that the CIA and US State Department are openly arming,
funding,  and  equipping  fighters  in  Syria.  The  Washington  Post’s  September  2013  article,
“U.S.  weapons  reaching  Syrian  rebels,”  admits:

The CIA has begun delivering weapons to rebels in Syria, ending months of
delay in  lethal  aid that  had been promised by the Obama administration,
according to U.S. officials and Syrian figures. The shipments began streaming
into the country over the past two weeks, along with separate deliveries by the
State Department of vehicles and other gear — a flow of material that marks a
major escalation of the U.S. role in Syria’s civil war.

Clearly,  based on previous  admissions,  claiming this  is  a  “major  escalation”  is  a  verifiable
lie. The US has already sent the total summation of material support to terrorists operating
in Syria over the past 2-3 years it could possibly muster – recent admissions are solely for
public  consumption.  The  failure  of  this  material  support  to  turn  the  tide  in  the  fighting  is
precisely what triggered the recent fabrications of chemical weapons use in Syria and the
subsequent, Iraq-esque attempt to justify direct US military intervention.

One must wonder, how if the US has been funding “moderate rebel groups,” to the tune of
hundreds of millions of dollars, and arming them with thousands of tons of weaponry at a
time, has Al Qaeda still emerged as the prominent militant group inside Syria? How has Al
Qaeda managed to raise the funds and execute this unprecedented logistical feat of a
multinational invasion of Syria if the US, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Jordan, and Qatar are solely
funding “moderates?” Bake sales and carpooling?

Clearly there were never any “moderates.” And just as was plotted under Bush in 2007,
extremists – Al Qaeda extremists – were intentionally armed, funded, and funneled into
Syria to destabilize the nation through a sectarian bloodbath starting in 2011 under the
Obama administration  and callously  portrayed as  a  “pro-democracy”  uprising  “brutally
crushed” by the “evil Assad regime.”

The US’ direct, premeditated support of sectarian extremists starting in 2007 and continuing
up to and including today, not only solves the “mystery” of Al Qaeda’s perpetuation in Syria,
it  also  exposes  the  fraud  of  Western  democracy  –  where  two  diametrically  opposed
presidents carried out a singular geopolitical  agenda, merely behind the cover of  their
respective rhetorical right/left political platforms. The American people were never really
given a choice despite the illusion of “elections” and “political representation.”

Israel’s Role: The Silent Accomplice and Unilateral Warmonger

Perhaps the most dangerous, and yet-to-be-played card in the West’s hand, is Israel. Israel
poses as a silent observer of the Syrian conflict – taking military action unilaterally in what it
tenuously claims is preemptive “self-defense.” In reality, it is part of a joint US-Saudi-Israeli
axis that has sought to undermine and overthrow Syria and Iran since at least 2007.
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Israel is playing a very specific role to keep it isolated from the West and its Arab partners in
the region for as long as possible – both to lend extremist forces operating in and around
Syria legitimacy they otherwise would not have with overt Israeli backing, as well as to
portray Israel as the “victim” of staged or intentionally provoked attacks from within Syria,
Lebanon and even Iran. Such “victimization” would allow Israel to retaliate and give Western
nations desperately needed justification to also intervene and save their failed proxy war.

This is not mere speculation, but rather a conclusion based on documented policy papers
produced  by  the  Fortune  500-funded  Brookings  Institution,  one  of  many  think-tanks
engineering US-Saudi-Israeli policy.

One such policy paper, the 2009 Brookings “Which Path to Persia?” report, explicitly states
the compartmentalized role Israel would serve in planned subversion and aggression versus
Iran and how Israel could offer the West a “foot in the door” to wider military intervention in
the region. It states [emphasis added]:

“…it would be far more preferable if the United States could cite an Iranian
provocation  as  justification  for  the  airstrikes  before  launching  them.  Clearly,
the more outrageous, the more deadly, and the more unprovoked the Iranian
action,  the better off the United States would be.  Of course,  it  would be very
difficult for the United States to goad Iran into such a provocation without the
rest of the world recognizing this game, which would then undermine it. (One
method that would have some possibility of success would be to ratchet up
covert  regime change efforts in the hope that  Tehran would retaliate overtly,
or even semi-overtly, which could then be portrayed as an unprovoked act of
Iranian  aggression.)  ”  –page  84-85,  Which  Path  to  Perisa?,  Brookings
Institution.

And:

“Israel appears to have done extensive planning and practice for such a strike
already, and its aircraft are probably already based as close to Iran as possible.
as such, Israel might be able to launch the strike in a matter of weeks or even
days, depending on what weather and intelligence conditions it felt it needed. 
Moreover, since Israel would have much less of a need (or even interest)  in
securing regional support for the operation, Jerusalem probably would feel less
motivated to wait for an Iranian provocation before attacking. In short, Israel
could move very fast to implement this option if both Israeli and American
leaders wanted it to happen.

However, as noted in the previous chapter, the airstrikes themselves are really
just the start of this policy. Again, the Iranians would doubtless rebuild their
nuclear sites. They would probably retaliate against Israel,  and they might
retaliate  against  the United States,  too (which might  create a  pretext  for
American airstrikes or even an invasion).” –page 91, Which Path to Perisa?,
Brookings Institution.

Similar calls to use Israel, and its regional partner, NATO-member Turkey, to conduct similar
provocations versus Syria have been made by Brookings more recently in a report titled,
“Assessing Options for Regime Change, Brookings Institution.”

In  the  report,  Brookings  describes  how Israeli  efforts  in  the  south  of  Syria,  combined  with
Turkey’s aligning of vast amounts of weapons and troops along its border to the north, could
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help effect violent regime change in Syria:

“In addition, Israel’s intelligence services have a strong knowledge of Syria, as
well  as assets within the Syrian regime that could be used to subvert the
regime’s power base and press for Asad’s removal. Israel could posture forces
on or near the Golan Heights and, in so doing, might divert regime forces from
suppressing the opposition. This posture may conjure fears in the Asad regime
of a multi-front war, particularly if Turkey is willing to do the same on its border
and if the Syrian opposition is being fed a steady diet of arms and training.
Such a mobilization could perhaps persuade Syria’s military leadership to oust
Asad in order to preserve itself. Advocates argue this additional pressure could
tip  the  balance  against  Asad  inside  Syria,  if  other  forces  were  aligned
properly.”  –page  6,  Assessing  Options  for  Regime  Change,  Brookings
Institution.

Israel then, still maintaining this posture and attempting to distance itself from the current
political struggle over Syria may still be planning intentional or even staged provocations. A
recent warning from Russia involving a false flag attack carried out by terrorists inside Syria
against Israel provides a very plausible scenario that would give Israel rhetorical justification
to strike Syria in hopes of starting a wider war involving pre-positioned Western forces now
on standby.American “Exceptionalism:” The rotting fruits of dead empires, Hitler’s Germany,
and racist British imperialism

In a recent speech made by US President Barack Obama, he claimed that the United States
was  “exceptional,”  echoing  the  delusions  of  grandeur  of  corporate-financier  interests  and
the think-tank policy makers in their orbit. “American Exceptionalism,” proclaims that the
US is somehow different than all other nations, and by inference, better. It gives the United
States the ability to circumvent international law it itself has contrived, to do as it wills both
within and beyond its borders, because it “knows better” than the rest of the world.

Its standing alone on the issue of Syria, with even the American public rejecting wholly the
concept  of  another  war  based  on  clearly  fabricated  evidence,  shows  just  where  the
wellspring  of  “American  Exceptionalism”  lies  –  among  the  corporate  financier  elite  who
invented  it.

It is a revolting concept that echos the racist imperialism of Britannia and the unhinged
belligerence of Nazi Germany, used to justify the violation of human rights through the
subjugation by invasion, occupation and wholesale exploitation of other nations. It seeks to
justify what evidence, reason, logic, and global consensus has otherwise opposed, and is the
last rhetorical resort for a crumbling empire unable to justify its actions any other way.

A nation basing its actions upon the world stage through such justifications is a dangerous
one that depends on the illusion of its superiority. As that illusion crumbles, it will seek to
reassert it through increasingly desperate and abhorrent mechanisms. This includes false
flag  attacks  to  trigger  wars  where  it  can  justify  the  flexing  of  its  military  might,  and  thus
scare the international community back in line.

With the West pledging to continue the arming and funding of terrorists in Syria, thus
jeopardizing the safety of UN inspectors who will eventually attempt to survey, secure, and
neutralize Syria’s chemical weapons, we can see there is no genuine intent to end the
violence in Syria with anything less than regime change in favor of Western interests.
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The goal was never humanitarian in nature, only the propaganda used to perpetuate the
conflict  was  “humanitarian.”  A  nation  that  would  intentionally  create  a  humanitarian
catastrophe to then use as a pretext for further war is a nation exceptional only in regards
to the depths of its own depravity. Like their historical predecessors citing “superiority” and
“exceptionalism,” the interests driving America now are destined for their own ignominious
place upon the scrap heap of history. The question is, how much damage will they cause
between now and then?

The original source of this article is Land Destroyer
Copyright © Tony Cartalucci, Land Destroyer, 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Tony Cartalucci

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2013/09/continuity-of-agenda-syria-catastrophe.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tony-cartalucci
http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2013/09/continuity-of-agenda-syria-catastrophe.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tony-cartalucci
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

