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Featured image: Ala’a Ziwad at his arraignment in a Haifa court in November 2015. (Source: Rami
Shllush)
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Haifa District Court approved the revocation of Ala’a Ziwad’s citizenship, requested by
Islamophobic interior minister Arye Dery – a disgraceful ruling.

In 2015, Ziwad was unjustly charged with four counts of attempted murder and security-
related offenses for an alleged car-ramming incident and stabbing of an Israeli soldier.

During his arraignment, he explained what happened was an accidental car collision – what
in America is called a fender-bender, a common occurrence, at times resulting in injuries.

When attacked (for being Palestinian), he acted in self-defense, insisting he’s not a terrorist
and meant no harm – to no avail.

At the time, Channel 2 news reported him saying:

“They’re trying to turn me into a terrorist, and I’m not one. I didn’t try to
murder Jews. I didn’t come to kill Jews.”

His attorney Wisam Araf said he

“claims innocence.  He also claims that after  he was attacked,  he tried to
defend himself with the knife, and had no intention of carrying out a terror
attack.”

Being Arab in a racist Jewish state, Ziwad never had a chance. He was convicted and
sentenced to 25 years in prison.

Revoking his citizenship stripped him of any rights, virtually making him a non-person,
denying him any chance for possible future justice.

Last month, the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel (ADALAH) and the Association
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for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) responded to the revocation of his citizenship.

Under Israeli law, this action may be taken in cases of “breach of trust or disloyalty to the
state,” giving authorities broad latitude.

Adalah’s Sawsan Zaher and ACRI’s Oded Feller said the following:

“The revocation of citizenship is a drastic step that entails a severe violation of
human rights and leaves individuals without the basic rights and protections
ensured by citizenship.”

“The authority to revoke citizenship must therefore not be exercised in an
arbitrary or discriminatory manner.”

“The penal system, and that alone, is the channel through which society should
express its reservations about serious crimes.”

Israel’s Supreme Court rejected a prosecutorial demand to revoke the citizenship of Yigal
Amir – Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s assassin.

It court ruled “society has expressed its social reservation about this brutal murder, but that
is no reason to revoke Amir’s citizenship, not because of the killer’s dignity, but because of
the dignity of that right” to citizenship.

According to Adalah and ACRI, revocation of Zawid’s citizenship is “arbitrary, discriminatory,
and influenced by ulterior considerations.”

“If we were discussing the case of a Jewish individual, no one would consider
revoking his (or her) citizenship.”

In March 2016, both organizations appealed on his behalf to Israel’s interior minister – to no
avail.

Revocation  of  citizenship  is  a  serious  infringement  of  fundamental  human  rights  law,
including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the Convention Relating to the
Status of Stateless Persons (1954), and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness
(1961).

“The exercise of the authority to revoke citizenship, even if not fulfilled, sends
a humiliating and degrading message to Palestinian citizens of Israel that their
citizenship cannot be taken for granted, and that it is bestowed on them as a
privilege but not a right,” Adalah and ACRI stressed.

A Final Comment

In US judicial proceedings, beyond a reasonable doubt is the highest standard of proof
required.

In criminal cases, the high proof standard is especially important because a defendant’s
freedom or possible life is at stake.
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In Israel and the Occupied Territories, Arab citizens and Palestinians are unjustly treated for
not being Jews.

VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE: stephenlendman.org (Home – Stephen Lendman). Contact
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Listen to cutting-edge discussions with distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News
Hour on the Progressive Radio Network.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://stephenlendman.org/
http://stephenlendman.org/
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

