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“It is namely the Russians who have prevented world war and any use of nuclear weapons,
while it is the leaders of the United States Government-Military-Industrial-Deep State-Media
Complex that does all it can to rule the world by using war and threatening world war with
nuclear weapons.”

– Ron Ridenour (from the author’s preface to The Russian Peace Threat) [1]

“And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of
thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brother’s eye.”

– Matthew 7: 3-5 (King James Bible)

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)
In a speech at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, delivered January 19
2018, U.S. Secretary of Defense James Mattis announced the nation’s latest National
Defense  Strategy,  The  first  in  ten  years,  Secretary  Mattis  indicated  that  the  thrust  of  the
nation’s policy had shifted away from fighting terrorism toward countering the threat posed
by Russia and China.

“We will  continue to  prosecute the campaign against  terrorists,  but  great
power competition – not terrorism – is now the primary focus of U.S. national
security.” [2]

The strategic document to which he refers describes these rival states as wanting “to shape
a world consistent with their authoritarian model.” It claims China is “leveraging” through
“military  modernization”  and  “predatory  economics”  to  “coerce”  its  neighbours  and
“reorder the Indo-Pacific region to their advantage.” Russia on the other hand is threatening
peace and stability through its use of its veto power at the UN Security Council, its apparent
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ability to “subvert democratic processes” in other countries using new technologies, and
through its “expanding and modernizing nuclear arsenal.” [3]

These accusations seem rather shocking considering they constitute an apt description of
U.S. involvement internationally. Witness, for example:

the use of the U.S. petrodollar to “leverage” financial markets around the world
to its advantage. [4]
(ab)use of the UN Security Council  veto that rivals in frequency that of the
U.S.S.R / Russia. [5]
The 7-800 military bases it is known to operate and/or control worldwide. [6]
A history of meddling in the elections of foreign countries dating back to 1945.
[7]
Nuclear warhead stockpiles estimated at 6,550, near parity with the Russians
(6,850) and well ahead of the next major nuclear power France (300). [8]

The Russian threat appears to have become inflamed in the public consciousness with the
ascendancy of  Vladimir Putin  to the presidency. President Putin has been accused of
promoting, aiding and abetting Russian and pro-Russian terrorists in the east of Ukraine. He
has been blamed along with the Assad government for the “ruthless bombing” of Syrian
civilian targets.  He supposedly intervened in the 2016 U.S.  presidential  election to the
benefit  of  Republican  candidate  Donald  Trump.  He  allegedly  sent  operatives  to  poison  a
former  Russian  spy  Sergei  Skripal  and  his  daughter  with  a  neurotoxin.  [9][10][11]

Most maliciously, authorities invariably deflect criticism of U.S. policy by attempting to link
dissenting publications with Russia.

Given that the U.S. appears to be just as self-serving and law defying as Russia is accused of
being, what is the reality behind the unrelenting anti-Russian propaganda campaign? That
question is at the heart of this week’s installment of the Global Research News Hour.

In the first half hour, past guest Dmitry Orlov returns to the show to bring us up to speed
on some of the latest developments. The Russian-American commentator addresses some
of the actions in recent months including the Skripal affair and the stand-off with Israel over
the shooting down of  a  Russian plane.  He compares and contrasts  the two countries’
military  postures  and  their  differing  objectives.  He  also  examines  the  impacts  of  the
sanctions  regime  and  its  implications  for  international  political  and  economic  relations.

Our second guest, Ron Ridenour, expands on the theme of his latest book, The Russian
Peace Threat: Pentagon on Alert, which provides a historical context for the renewed cold
war,  deconstructs  the propaganda depicting Russia as a menace,  and details  some of
America’s far from benevolent records over the past century. He also hints at where the
path to peace may lie.

Dmitry Orlov  is  a  Russian-American writer,  blogger  and geopolitical  analyst  based in
Moscow. He has degrees in Computer Engineering and Linguistics and has worked in the
fields  of  high  energy  physics,  internet  commerce,  advertising  and  network  security.  He  is
the author of Reinventing Collapse: The Soviet Experience and American Prospects and
Shrinking the Technosphere: Getting a Grip on the Technologies that Limit our Autonomy,
Self-sufficiency and Freedom. His blog site is cluborlov.com.
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Ron Ridenour is a long-time anti-war, solidarity, and radical activist. He has lived in many
countries and worked as a journalist- editor-author-translator for four decades, including for
Cuba’s Editorial José Martí and Prensa Latina (1988-96). He has published six books about
Cuba, as well as Yankee Sandinistas, Sounds of Venezuela, and Tamil Nation in Sri Lanka. He
is based in Denmark. His website is Ronridenour.com
LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

Transcript – Interview with Dmitry Orlov, September 29, 2018

Global Research: We’re joined by Dmitry Orlov. He is a Russian-American writer, blogger,
and  geopolitical  analyst.  His  work  has  centered  around  the  political,  economic,  and
ecological and political decline and collapse in the United States, and he’s also the author of
numerous  articles.  His  books  include Reinventing Collapse:  The Soviet  Experience and
American Prospects and Shrinking The Technosphere: Getting A Grip On The Technologies
That  Limit  Our  Autonomy  Self-Sufficiency,  And  Freedom.  He  joins  us  here  from  Moscow.
Thanks  so  much  for  coming  back  to  the  show  Dimitri.

Dmitry Orlov: Good to be with you Michael.

GR: Now I think the first thing I wanted to bring up is some of the recent news. There was
the… Recently the shooting down of a Russian Il-20 reconnaissance plane by Syrian forces,
but it was, the Russian military has argued that this is actually a result of Israeli actions,
just, sort of, I guess you say shadowing that plane, and it was in response to that incident
that a number of S-300 missile systems were moved into Syria.

I know that there’s beeen commentary by…The Saker, for one, said that this is a de facto
no-fly zone over Syria. Now we know that things have not been going so well up to now for
US imperial aims in the country. I’m wondering what, how significant this latest event is in
the overall context of what we’ve been seeing?

DO: Well it’s a bit of a wake-up call for the Israelis because Russia has been extremely
accommodating in everything that comes, when it  comes to Israel’s security concerns.
There is the realization that the rhetoric coming from Tehran has been, you know, quite
virulent, you know, Iran is still telling itself that it has the goal of destroying Israel. There’s
no way that Israel can avoid responding to such a provocation, and the fact that there are
now Iranian troops close to the Israeli border, and that there is weapons manufacturing
going on on Syrian territory is something that is a concern to them that the Russians have to
allow Israel to take care of its own security concerns.

But  the Israelis  have acted most  irresponsibly  because they gave less  than a  minute
warning that this attack was coming. They misnamed the targets, and they misbehaved in
the airspace in the sense that they couldn’t have not seen this big lumbering propeller plane
that was absolutely no threat to anyone, and they knew that there would be some anti-
aircraft  fire  and  drew  it  not  on  themselves  but  on  this  plane.  There  are  some  other,  you
know unfortunate mishaps that  occurred,  which are all  coming out  as  a  result  of  the
investigation, so it’s still early to say.

But the response was basically to, you know, a dressing-down from Russia to Israelis, saying
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you cannot do this anymore, and the response was to arm the Syrians with a more up-to-
date air defense system which was probably already in place. It was just handed over to
Syrian command.

I don’t think that this is a major development. I think Russia and Israel are going to patch
things up. I don’t think Israel is going to stop attacking, stop attacking things, on the ground
in Syria, that, you know, actions that they see as provocative. They are very fearful of
precision rockets, precision weapons being built in Syria that can be smuggled into Syria or
even fired, smuggled into Israel, or even fired into Israel from Lebanon or from Syria itself.

GR: Yeah, I mean I think that there’s been a long-standing observation that the US drive to
upset or instigate regime change within Damascus, it ain’t working. Even the balkanization
project, the idea that balkanizing it in ways that favor the US, NATO, and their imperial
lackeys if you want to put it that way, it seems to be in some turmoil. What options would
you say the US has at this point? Short of a declaration of surrender?

DO: Well  there  is,  there  will  be  no  declaration  of  surrender.  Let’s  not  kid  ourselves.
Basically, what the US does in Syria, similar to what it does everywhere else, it generates
activity. It generates activity in order to be in a position to order more weapons systems,
more munitions, basically chew through more materiel, because that’s what the contractors
require,  and  those  contractors,  military  contractors,  finance  various  congressional
campaigns. That’s the entire political ecosystem, and what happens on the ground is sort of
a sideshow.

Now  in  terms  of  strategic  objectives,  whatever  they  are,  the  US  definitely  isn’t  achieving
them. There’s that encampment they have in Al-Tanf in the south, there are a few other
locations in the north where they’re playing along with the Kurds, which is poisoning their
relationship with Turkey. They did completely destroy Raqqa and made absolutely no effort
to clean it up, to restore it, so there are still rotting bodies there buried under a piles of
rubble,  and it’s  been many months.  It’s  basically  a  humanitarian atrocity  that  they’ve
perpetuated in Raqqa, but they’re not achieving anything except wasting money and war
materiel. And I think that that is actually their goal at this point is to generate military
activity.

GR: Well, it’s an interesting point. I mean, we’re not just talking about imperial control of
resources and strategic areas but also that idea of just using military activity as a way of
generating  money  for  the  major  military  contractors,  defense  contractors,  and  affiliated
interests. Which kind of brings me to another dynamic in play, the US military. It’s huge, at
least in terms of the amount of money it spends, more than about 10 time – more than the
next 10 countries combined. Russia doesn’t spend nearly as much, but yet they’re much
more strategic and efficient in the way they utilize and spend money on their military.

DO:  In terms of purchasing parity it’s one Russian dollar to 10 U.S. dollars in defense
spending. That’s really the ratio. The US has to spend ten times more than Russia to get the
same or inferior results. There are a lot of reasons behind this.

GR: So in terms of that parity, would you say that Russia is a effectively now a rival of the
US militarily? Can they counterbalance the US in every Realm?

DO: Oh, no, absolutely not. Basically, Russian posture, the Russian posture is to make sure
that the US and NATO have absolutely no plan whatsoever to attack Russia, or to attack
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Russia’s  allies.  Perish the thought.  But  other than that,  Russia’s  posture is  completely
defensive,  and  American  posture,  because  there  is  no  need  to  defend  the  American
homeland from anyone, nobody is planning to attack the United States, is purely offensive.

Now,  it  takes  ten  times  more  resources  to  attack  than  to  defend.  That  is  generally
understood as a principle. And so, the US is trying to pursue a policy that really leads it to
not  any  kind  of  victory  or  even  a  stand  off,  it  leads  them to  national  bankruptcy,  nothing
more.

GR:  Well,  what  about  the economic dynamics that  have been playing out  lately? The
sanctions that are being leveled against Russia and Iran? And I’m wondering how that’s
playing out within the EU, because the US is allied with the European Union, but European
Union  interests  are  being  affected  by  sanctions,  and  so  I’m  wondering,  are  we  seeing  a
potential  breakup  of  that  alliance?  While  there  are  efforts,  there  have  historically  been
efforts to break up an alliance between Russia and China, I’m wondering if, which of those
alliances is more fragile, if I could put it that way.

DO:  It’s  really  hard  to  figure  out  what  is  going  to  snap  first.  There’s  definitely  a  huge
amount of tension between Washington and the European Union. There is a huge amount of
tension building up within the European Union itself, because the whole liberal juggernaut
that started bringing in unlimited quantities of  migrants into Europe, you know that is
definitely running into a huge, huge problem, huge conflict that is internal to the EU.

Now, the relationship between the EU and Russia has not really been all that badly damaged
by Washington and by these sanctions that the Europeans have gone along with willy-nilly,
many  of  them  complaining  all  along  the  way.  And,  definitely,  in  terms  of,  for  instance,
energy cooperation between the EU and Russia is back on track because there are really no
other options that the EU has to supply itself with natural gas other than to do business with
Russia, and at this point that means also to circumvent the Ukraine because nobody really
wants to do business with the Ukraine anymore. It’s basically a sort of poisoned chalice at
this point.

You know, in terms of what the sanctions have done to the Russian economy, yes, they cost
them  a  couple  of  percentage  points  of  GDP  growth,  but  the  beneficial  effect  of  those
sanctions is often underestimated. It really woke Russia up to the fact that it has to become
self-sufficient  in  many  areas,  and  it  has  become  self-sufficient  in  numerous  areas  and  is
working very hard to achieve self-sufficiency in more areas and to find new trading partners
that aren’t going to sanction them. So, the sanctions have really woken up the Russians to
the fact that the Americans are not their friends, will  never be their friends, and have
prompted them to act accordingly.

GR: The US economic situation, they have an unsustainable debt crisis. It doesn’t look like
they’re ever going to be able to crawl out of it, they don’t have the ability to maintain the,
their current trajectory. I  mean, we’re probably looking at another stock market crash,
probably sooner rather than later, and I think the writing is on the wall in that regard. That’s
bound to affect the way the US comports itself in the world, even though they won’t say it
out loud. I mean, you suggested that earlier.

So when it comes to that economic dimension, and other countries are no doubt aware of
the unsustainability of the US economic situation, so how do you see things playing out? Are
things  going  to  come  apart  in  a  disastrous  way?  Or  are  there  going  to  be  sort  of
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sneaky…people moving away to that secondary pole, the Russia-China-Iranian axis, if you
will. Economically, how are people, how are the competitor nations going to respond to what
appears to be the inevitable demise of the…and collapse of the US economy?

DO: Well, I think the writing has been on the wall for a really long time now. It’s just a
question of when, and nobody knows the answer. And the big task in front of many countries
in the world right now, and it’s a huge task, is de-dollarization. You have something like a
hundred and eighty different currencies that all use the US dollar to trade with each other,
that all have price lists in dollars, that convert to dollars in order to trade with each other
and then convert back and use the fact that there’s this gigantic pool of dollar liquidity that
they can tap into anytime they need to.

But the downside of that is that anytime anyone trades using the US dollar, they become
part of the US jurisdiction and become subject to American sanctions. And it used to be that
the US was sort of a good citizen – good global citizen – allowing itself to benefit from the
fact that everybody uses the US dollar. Now, there’s huge benefit to the US. But in return it
pretty  much  allowed  people  to  use  the  dollar  as  they  wished.  But  now,  with  Trump
specifically,  with  his  trade  policies,  the  US  requires  other  countries  to  use  the  dollar  in
America’s economic interests and to their own detriment. And that’s when everybody wakes
up and notices.

But then the task is to de-dollarize, and it’s a huge task, because China is not really ready to
replace the dollar with its own yuan. Nobody really expects China to step in and play such a
huge role so quickly. China generally takes a long time to make such adjustments and takes
many small steps. And nobody else really wants to do it either.

So, we’re in a period where there will be lots of half measures, there will be a lot of forced
measures taken if the situation deteriorates suddenly. But I think that there’s a really good
chance that there will be a lot of damage to international trade and to international supply
chains if this dollar liquidity evaporates, because the only two ways, and it’s actually one
and the same way, out of this crisis that the US has put itself into with its completely
unsustainable  rate  of  growth  of  its  indebtedness,  is  either  a  deflationary  collapse  or  an
inflationary  collapse  or  some  combination  of  both.

So that you have, you know, falling prices on some things and hyperinflation in other areas.
There’ll be huge economic distortions, and the rest of the world will simply have to co-exist.
They have a hoard of dollars, they use that hoard of dollars in order to trade with each
other, they have contracts signed that are all in dollars. So, how do you de-dollarize that?
It’s a gigantic task.

GR: Yeah, I’m kind of interested in your take on the way…the media messaging around
these realities, because they seem to be extremely diversionary. I mean there’s the long-
standing… Well  the…Russiagate,  the  attacks  on  Trump that  we’ve  been seeing  in  an
ongoing  way,  I  mean  there’s  certainly  a  lot  of  ridiculousness  around  that  and
particularly the… what we’ve seen recently about this Skripal affair.

And this… What they’re trying to explain, that there’s these two ex.. this spy was somehow
assassinated by these two Russian agents, and that story seems to have been falling apart
the more you look into it. Although they seem to be, like Theresa May and her allies, seem
to be doubling down on this failing narrative. What is your take about the way the media
continues to propel this mythology about Russia and its onerousness … its toxicity on the
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world stage? Is this a manifestation… Are you seeing a manifestation of your long-standing
thesis about collapse, collapse of Empire?

DO: Well, I think that basically the West, the collective West, has run up against Russia as a
sort of immovable object that is completely indigestible, unprocessable for it. And coinciding
with that is just a catastrophic decrease in the quality of Western leadership. Whether you
look at Trump, whether you look at Theresa May, or Emmanuel Macron, or just about all of
this  recent  crop  of  European  leaders,  with  few  exceptions,  they’re  all  just  absolutely
incapable of being even coherent, never mind formulating some strategy or plans. They’re
failing, and everybody sees that they’re failing, and they can’t stop themselves. They just go
on with whatever narrative they’ve concocted.

With the Skripal affair, it’s preposterous throughout. There’s absolutely no evidence behind
the British story, and there are a lot of facts that are just completely contradictory and
negate the narrative that has been voiced. And so the Russians are happy to basically sit
back and ignore all of that. They know that there will be sanctions, these sanctions have
nothing to do with chemical weapons, they have nothing to do with anything except one
fact: Russia is sitting on a stockpile of energy resources that will last it for hundreds of
years.

And  it  has  enough  to  export  for  as  long  as  it  sees  fit.  But  really,  it  wants  to  become
independent of energy exports, and that is a big problem for the West because the West has
absolutely no strategy to become independent of Russian energy imports. There’s nothing
they can do about it  except basically do whatever Russia is willing to do for them, to
basically agree to cooperate with Russia.

They’re basically jumping up and down mad that they have this problem that they can’t
solve. They can’t attack Russia militarily. They’re trying to attack Russia economically, but
that’s  not  working.  They’re  trying to  isolate  Russia,  and as  a  result  of  that  Russia  is
strengthening ties with countries all over the world. You know the SCO organization is now
almost half of the world’s GDP, almost half of the world’s population. And it’s a security
organization that Russia is part of.

You know, they try to stage little provocations like the little training exercises along the
Russian border in the Baltics that are supposed to frighten Russia. Now if NATO attacked
Russia, Russia would have them arrested. It doesn’t really make sense as a plan, but it
makes sense as an internal narrative, something that these incompetent Western leaders
can tell their own people.

GR: Dimitry, I think we got to leave it there, but I really want to thank you. I really value
your  unique  out-of-the-box  thinking  and  the  insights  that  you  share  with  us  and  our
listeners. Thanks so much for joining us.

DO: Thank you, Michael.

GR:  We’ve  been  speaking  with  Dmitry  Orlov,  Russian-American  engineer,  writer,  and
blogger. You can see more of his articles at the site cluborlov.com.

-end of transcript-
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The Global  Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . Excerpts of the show have begun airing on Rabble
Radio and appear as podcasts at rabble.ca.

The Global Research News Hour now airs Fridays at 6pm PST, 8pm CST and 9pm EST on Alternative
Current Radio (alternativecurrentradio.com)

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. – Tune in  at its new time –
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ  89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

RIOT RADIO, the visual radio station based out of Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario has begun airing
the Global Research News Hour on an occasional basis. Tune in at dcstudentsinc.ca/services/riot-radio/

Radio Fanshawe: Fanshawe’s 106.9 The X (CIXX-FM) out of London, Ontario airs the Global Research
News Hour Sundays at 6am with an encore at 4pm.

Los Angeles, California based Thepowerofvoices.com airs the Global Research News Hour every Monday
from 6-7pm Pacific time. 

Notes:

Ron Ridenour (2018), The Russian Peace Threat: Pentagon on Alert p.xiii,  Punto Press1.
Publishing, New York, NY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_fSu7dNIZY2.
Summary  of  the  2018  National  Defense  Strategy  of  the  United  States  of  America:3.
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http://thepowerofvoices.com/
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S h a r p e n i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M i l i t a r y ’ s  C o m p e t i t i v e  E d g e
(p.2); https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-S
ummary.pdf
https://www.globalresearch.ca/crisis-of-the-u-s-dollar-system/34824.
https://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick5.
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-worldwide-network-of-us-military-bases-2/55646.
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