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Cohen Knows What Trump Is Capable of. His
Testimony Should Terrify Us.
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On February 27, Michael Cohen, Donald Trump’s former lawyer and fixer, testified before
the House Oversight and Reform Committee for six hours. In two months, Cohen will begin
serving  a  three-year  prison  sentence.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  campaign  finance  violations
involving illegal hush money and falsely testifying to Congress that Trump Tower Moscow
negotiations had ended before the campaign.

“The last  time I  appeared before Congress,  I  came to protect  Mr.  Trump.
Today, I’m here to tell  the truth about Mr. Trump,” Cohen testified. “I  am not
protecting Mr. Trump anymore.”

Cohen called Trump “a racist,” “a conman” and “a cheat,” who enlisted others to do his
dirty work.

“Trump did not directly tell me to lie to Congress. That’s not how he operates.”
He “would look me in the eye and tell me there’s no business in Russia and
then go out and lie to the American people.”

“In  his  way,  he  was  telling  me  to  lie,”  Cohen  testified.  He  added  that  Trump  would  say,
“Michael, it never happened” or “It’s a lie.” Moreover, he said,

“Lying for Mr. Trump was normalized and no one around him questioned it. In
fairness, no one questions it now.”

Trump “knew of and directed the Trump Moscow negotiations throughout the
campaign and lied about it,” according to Cohen. “And so, I lied about it, too —
because Mr. Trump had made clear to me … that he wanted me to lie.”

Cohen said Trump knew ahead of time that the hacked Democratic National Committee
emails would be released. When Cohen was in Trump’s office, Roger Stone called. Trump
put him on speakerphone. Stone said Julian Assange had told him that within a couple of
days there would be a massive email dump that would hurt Hillary Clinton’s campaign.

“Trump is a cheat,” Cohen testified.

He  described  Trump  inflating  and  deflating  his  assets  as  it  suited  his  financial  interests.
Trump would direct Cohen to call small business owners to whom Trump owed money and
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tell them they would receive no payment or a reduced payment.

Cohen painted a picture of Trump strong-arming people like a mob boss. Trump didn’t
directly threaten those he sought to intimidate, Cohen testified.

“He would use others.”

Cohen worked for Trump for 10 years. “Quite a few times,” on some 500 occasions, Trump
ordered Cohen to threaten people. That’s mobster-like behavior.

Cohen Provided Evidence That Trump Was a Co-Conspirator

“Mr.  Trump is  a conman,” Cohen said.  “He asked me to pay off an adult  film
star with whom he had an affair, and to lie to his wife about it, which I did.”

Trump told Cohen to say that Trump “was not knowledgeable of these reimbursements and
he wasn’t knowledgeable of” what Cohen was doing.

Cohen displayed a copy of a $35,000 check written to him on Trump’s account, signed by
Trump and dated August 1, 2017, while Trump was president. Cohen said the check was
“pursuant  to  the cover-up,  which was the basis  of  my guilty  plea.”  It  was one of  11
payments Trump made to reimburse Cohen for  the hush money he paid to  porn star
Stormy Daniels. This constituted obstruction of justice.

“The President of the United States thus wrote a check for the payment of hush
money as part of a criminal scheme to violate campaign finance laws,” Cohen
testified.

He told Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) that Trump “directed transactions in conspiracy”
with Trump, Don Jr. and Allen Weisselberg “as part of a criminal conspiracy of financial
fraud.” Weisselberg is the CFO of The Trump Organization.

Cohen  also  characterized  Trump  as  a  co-conspirator  to  violate  federal  election  law.
According to Cohen, Trump had advance knowledge of the June 9, 2016, Trump Tower
meeting between Donald Trump Jr., Paul Manafort, Jared Kushner and a Russian lawyer with
ties to the Kremlin. Don Jr. arranged the meeting with the expectation of receiving dirt the
Russian government had about Hillary Clinton. Cohen said he was in the room when Don Jr.
whispered to his father, “The meeting is all set.” Trump said, “OK good … let me know.”

All co-conspirators are legally responsible for the acts of the other co-conspirators, even if
they didn’t directly participate in those acts or are unaware of the details of the conspiracy.
Trump need not have attended the June 9 meeting to be liable as a co-conspirator.

“Mr. Trump is a racist,” Cohen stated.

While Barack Obama was still president, Trump asked Cohen if he could name a country run
by a Black person that wasn’t a “shithole,” a term Trump has used in the past. Once, when

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/11/us/politics/collusion-trump-russia-campaign.html


| 3

they drove through a “struggling neighborhood in Chicago,” Trump told Cohen only Black
people could live that way. “And,” Cohen testified,

“he told me that Black people would never vote for him because they were too
stupid.”

Republicans Upset That Cohen Stopped Lying to Congress for Trump

The Republicans on the committee mounted no objections to the substance of Cohen’s
testimony. They attacked his credibility, noting that he’s going to prison for charges that
include lying to Congress.  Rep. Jim Jordan  (R-Ohio) called Cohen a “fraudster,  cheat,
convicted felon and, in two months, a federal inmate.”

But Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) charged that GOP committee members were angry
because Cohen “stopped lying to Congress for the president.” Cohen told the committee,

“I did the same thing that you’re doing now, for 10 years. I  protected Mr.
Trump for 10 years.”

Trump “directed me to commit multiple felonies,” Cohen said. “I covered it up
and protected his brand and him as well.”

Cohen explained why he agreed to testify even though he has nothing to gain and much to
lose:

“I fear that if [Trump] loses the election in 2020, there will never be a peaceful
transition of power.”

That is the most disturbing thing Cohen said. He knows better than anyone what Trump is
capable of.

*
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