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The appointment of Elliott Abrams to replace Brian Hook as the next U.S. Special
Representative for Iran is another low point for the Trump administration’s disastrous policy
towards Iran. The dangerous conflict resulting from Trump’s withdrawal from the nuclear
agreement will be exacerbated by a man committed to Washington’s failed policies of
regime change, including in his present-day position as Trump’s representative for
Venezuela.

Elliott Abrams has made a career of lying and committing criminal acts that have led to the
death and suffering of innocent people from Guatemala to Iraq. He embraces militarism,
covers up for gross human rights abuses, and has a history of supporting authoritarian
regimes.

Abrams’ resume includes:

* In the 1980s, he defended the infamous Guatemalan General Efrain Rios Montt,
whose violent crackdown on the indigenous Ixil Mayan people of Guatemala was
so brutal that it was classified as genocide by the United Nations.

= He denied that the Salvadoran military was responsible for the devastating El
Mozote massacre where, in 1981, a U.S.-trained battalion murdered more than
500 civilians, slitting the throats of children along the way. Not only did Abrams
deny the massacre and push for continued US support for the notoriously brutal
Salvadoran government, but he even claimed in a 1994 interview that “the U.S.
administration’s record in El Salvador is one of fabulous achievement.”

= He is vehemently anti-Palestinian and shamelessly supports Israel. As George
Bush’s aide on the National Security Council, Abrams did everything he could to
thwart peace negotiations. He repeatedly undercut any U.S. pressure on Israel to
stop the building of settlements and cited the Holocaust as justification for
Israel’s killings of Palestinians (Jews are “a people who had learned from history
what happens to Jews without security”). In 2015, he applauded then-Speaker
John Boehner’s decision to invite Netanyahu to address Congress without the
approval of President Obama. He lauds Evangelical descriptions of Israel such as
the belief that “Israel is connected to the idea that God favors and protects
Americans.”

= In 1991, Abrams pled guilty to withholding information from Congress related to
his involvement in the Iran-Contra scandal, the secret and illegal scam in the
1980s to siphon profits from Iranian weapons sales to support the right-wing
Contra rebels trying to overthrow the Sandinista government.

= Abrams was a key supporter of the disastrous invasion of Iraq. In 1998, he
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submitted a letter to President Clinton encouraging him to depose Saddam
Hussein. As Deputy National Security Advisor for Global Democracy Strategy
during George W. Bush’s second term, Abrams was in charge of promoting
Bush’s strategy of “advancing democracy abroad.”

= Abrams championed the U.S. overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi in Libya, echoing
the tactics used by the neocons for intervention in Iraq.

= Abrams’ opposition to the Iran Nuclear Deal is epitomized by his attempts to
encourage Israel to bomb Iran’s nuclear sites before negotiations became too
serious. He expressed concern that Israel’s capacity to impede the deal was
“already being narrowed considerably by the diplomatic thaw, because it is one
thing to bomb Iran when it appears hopelessly recalcitrant and isolated and quite
another to bomb it when much of the world — especially the United States — is
optimistic about the prospect of talks.”

* In January 2019, Abrams was appointed to be the U.S. Special Representative for
Venezuela, and used his position to support an attempted coup, quash
diplomatic talks, and increase brutal sanctions, even during the pandemic.

Abrams has now been appointed as the U.S. envoy for Iran, managing a situation that is
already a tinderbox, with the Iranian people suffering immensely from U.S. sanctions. Rather
than receiving this new position, Elliott Abrams should be barred for life from government
positions and recognized as the war criminal that he is.

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from Shutterstock

(]

The Globalization of War: America’s “Long War” against Humanity

Michel Chossudovsky

The “globalization of war” is a hegemonic project. Major military and covert intelligence
operations are being undertaken simultaneously in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, sub-
Saharan Africa, Central Asia and the Far East. The U.S. military agenda combines both major
theater operations as well as covert actions geared towards destabilizing sovereign states.

ISBN Number: 978-0-9737147-6-0
Year: 2015
Pages: 240 Pages

List Price: $22.95
Special Price: $15.00

Click here to order.


https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/images/584/?240,240,2326473055
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/the-globalization-of-war-americas-long-war-against-humanity/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/images/584/?240,240,2326473055

The original source of this article is CODEPINK
Copyright © Medea Benjamin, CODEPINK, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Medea Benjamin

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.codepink.org/codepink_denounces_elliott_abrams_appointment_as_the_next_us_special_representative_for_iran
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/medea-benjamin
https://www.codepink.org/codepink_denounces_elliott_abrams_appointment_as_the_next_us_special_representative_for_iran
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/medea-benjamin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

