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CNN Attempts Actual Journalism–But Reverts to
Embedded Reporting

By Josmar Trujillo
Global Research, August 21, 2014
FAIR 19 August 2014
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Theme: Police State & Civil Rights

Jake Tapper in unembedded mode. (Screen shot by http://noarmycanstopanidea.com/ )

Watching coverage of the unrest in Ferguson on CNN last night (8/18/14), I was struck at
the actual journalism I was treated to byCNN‘s Jake Tapper.

It’s not every day corporate media is awestruck by the heavy-handedness of a militarized
attack on civilians on US soil. But such was the case for Tapper, who was nearly hit by a tear
gas canister fired by police.

Things escalated to the point where Tapper began to legitimately question the police’s
actions. His assertion that the over-the-top show of force by Ferguson police ” doesn’t make
any sense” was a reasonable assessment  for anyone watching the live coverage.

It didn’t last long.

CNN, whose headquarters in Atlanta were the site of protests related to the police killing of
Michael Brown and the images the network uses of black victims, was ushered from the
streets by police as they moved in on the remaining protesters later on through the night.
Tapper, now joined by Don “Pull Your Pants Up” Lemon, did manage to speak to Captain Ron
Johnson of the Missouri Highway Patrol after an awkward on-air phone conversation, where
they asked him to meet him “next to the tank.”

Lemon, one of media’s most vocal proponents of “responsibility politics” (Extra!, 11/13),
asked Johnson what was “bothering” him–as the conversation moved from one of journalists
questioning officials,  to  one with  a  markedly  more personal  and empathetic  tone.  Johnson
proceeded to give the predictable police side of the story that is par for the course with
protest  coverage.  He  also  admonished  Tapper  and  Lemon  for  their…well,  journalism.
Johnson didn’t think Ferguson police were getting positive enough coverage, so he asked
Tapper and Lemon to join him the next day and report alongside him.

They eagerly agreed.

In  a  matter  of  minutes,  members  of  the  media,  who  had  been  objectively  and  effectively
reporting on a protest greeted with a  militarized crackdown worthy of a war-torn country,
suddenly agreed to become embedded journalists–just like in a war-torn country. Embedded
journalism, as FAIR has often written (e.g, Extra!, 9/03), is one of the worst practices of
media if you want independent and accurate reporting.
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The next day, in a much less tense environment, Johnson continued to make his case as he
spoke with Lemon (CNN, 8/19/14) that police were “getting a bad rap” by the media.

I guess no one should be that surprised. These moments of actual journalism where the
plight of communities of color is taken into account are the exception and not the rule with
corporate media.

The original source of this article is FAIR
Copyright © Josmar Trujillo, FAIR, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Josmar Trujillo

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.fair.org/blog/2014/08/19/cnn-attempts-actual-journalism-but-reverts-to-embedded-reporting/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=cnn-attempts-actual-journalism-but-reverts-to-embedded-reporting
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/josmar-trujillo
http://www.fair.org/blog/2014/08/19/cnn-attempts-actual-journalism-but-reverts-to-embedded-reporting/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=cnn-attempts-actual-journalism-but-reverts-to-embedded-reporting
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/josmar-trujillo
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

