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West Papua is a secret story. On the western half of the island of New Guinea, hidden from
the  world,  in  a  place  occupied  by  the  Indonesian  military  since  1963,  continues  a
remarkable nonviolent struggle for national liberation.

In Merdeka and the Morning Star, academic Jason MacLeod gives an insider’s view of the
trajectory  and  dynamics  of  civil  resistance  in  West  Papua.  Here,  the  indigenous
population has staged protests, boycotts, strikes and other nonviolent actions against r

epressive rule.

This is the first in-depth account of civilian-led insurrection in West Papua, a movement that
has  transitioned  from  guerrilla  warfare  to  persistent  nonviolent  resistance.  MacLeod
analyses several case studies, including tax resistance that pre-dates Gandhi’s Salt March
by two decades, worker strikes at the world’s largest gold and copper mine, daring attempts
to escape Indonesian rule by dugout canoe, and the collection of a petition in which signing
meant to risk being shot dead.

Merdeka and the Morning Star is a must-read for all  those interested in Indonesia, the
Pacific, self-determination struggles and nonviolent ways out of occupation. [Order the book
by clicking on the image of it on the right]

West Papuans Testify

We have come to testify. There is much that we want the world to know.

We want  you  to  travel  with  us  to  the  remote  places  of  Papua—Wamena,  Paniai,  the
Jayawijaya Highlands,  the Star  Mountains,  Mindiptana,  Timika,  Arso,  Mamberamo,  Biak,
Merauke, Asmat and many other places. We want you to hear stories of suffering from the
mouths of ordinary people. Our memories are clear and sharp.

‘In this river our father was murdered’

‘On that mountain slope there used to be villages. They were destroyed by the military’

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-macleod
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
http://www.uqp.uq.edu.au/Book.aspx/1374/Merdeka%20and%20the%20Morning%20Star-%20Civil%20Resistance%20in
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‘On that open field, our old men were forced to burn their koteka [penis sheaths] because
they were considered primitive’

‘In the past that mountain was ours, now people have destroyed our mother’

We want you to travel with us to the sites of the massacres. We want to testify about the
killings and the beatings with rifles.

We want to testify about the people who were disappeared, those who were imprisoned and
those who were tortured.

There have been many forms of torture – the burning, the stabbing of the genitals, the rape
of women.

These are some of the injustices that we want the world to know.

On some days bombs have fallen like rain. We have been up against Hercules aircraft and
helicopters and boats. They had overwhelming power.

And after the massacres or murders, the injustices always continue.

Rather than acknowledge the truth, they tell lies.

The perpetrators are promoted not punished, while the victims are dragged into court.

Some of us have spent years in prison. One of us was jailed for 15 years simply for raising
our Morning Star flag.

Over years we have faced one injustice after another and then another.

There has been violation after violation since 1963. Entire villages have been destroyed.
And Papuan people have been turned against other Papuans.

Injustices continue to this day. Today we face human rights violations, economic injustice,
and  every  week  thousands  more  migrants  come  in  white  ships  and  planes.  We  are
becoming a minority in our land.

Those  who  resist  face  continuing  discrimination.  We  are  excluded  from  employment,
education and health care. And for women, it has been worse.

They suffered the rapes and assaults and then even more. They were shamed by their own
families and often marriages broke apart. These are forms of double injustice and women’s
suffering that no one should ever have to face.

These are just some of the injustices that we are testifying to today.

We want the world to know about this.

We also want to testify to the effects of these injustices

Some of our bodies bear the scars.

And so do our souls. We will never forget the sound of the killings.
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Some of us still feel the fear. For those who fled we don’t know if we will be safe when we
return.

Other survivors have been left with physical disabilities and troubles in the mind.

The rapes brought shame – so much shame that some women did not seek medical help.

And sometimes survivors may feel guilty for being alive. The killings can make us doubt that
we have a right to live.

There have been effects for children too. Fear came to the children who did not go to school
for months.

When the foreigners have taken our land, cut down our forests and destroyed our rivers, this
destruction affects us too. The loss of our sacred places has brought sickness to our people.

And sometimes we feel like we are slaves in our own land. Some of us have to struggle
everyday just to feed our families and send our children to school.

But there is more that we want you to know.

We want you to know our testimonies of remembrance.

We are survivors and also witnesses. We have always remembered those who were killed.
We will remember them until we die.

There are many ways that we do this.

We have cultural ways of joining in memory and in prayer. We place stones or wreaths of
flowers. And there are traditional songs that we use to connect us with those who have died
and with the ancestors. These are songs we can sing to those who have passed. We do this
in a quiet place, a garden, a beach.

Or we remember through making statues of our loved ones, or photos, or lighting candles.
We commune with our ancestors.

But  we never  forget  them.  They are  with  us.  Those of  us  who are  still  alive  have a
responsibility to keep progressing the struggle. I have dreams of those who were killed in
the jungle. They come to me in my dreams and they encourage me to keep going. I dreamt
of them just last week. I listen to their voices.

If they knew that we were meeting together now, if they knew that we were gathering this
testimony, they would be very happy. This would mean something to them.

They have gone over there to another world. We will always remember them.

We also want you to know the stories of our resistance, action and rescue

Our  people  have  a  long,  long  history  of  resistance.  We Papuans  have  been  resisting
outsiders for centuries. Back to the 1850s, the Dutch who were seeking to protect their
spice trade, faced more than 40 Papuan rebellions – both violent and nonviolent. Diverse
tribes came together to resist. Angganeta Menufandu, a Konor (indigenous prophet) from
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Biak Island, led a mass defiance of government and mission bans on wor (ritual singing and
dancing) and urged her followers not to pay taxes and to withhold labor. When the Japanese
invaded, towards the end of World War Two, they were initially welcomed but, after acts of
cruelty, the movement for a free and independent West Papua began again. The killings and
massacres began in these times. And our resistance continued.

Our struggle for freedom continued after WWII when the US drove the Japanese out of West
Papua at  the cost  of  thousands of  lives.  And since 1963 we have resisted Indonesian
government rule.

We remember our long history of resistance. This history raises us up.

We carry it on.

Many of us have formed organisations of action. We come together for survivors of human
rights abuses, for women, for people all over Papua.

We form resistance groups. We are students, young people, older people, women, men,
religious leaders and traditional leaders. We take action on behalf of those who are living
and those who are no longer alive.

Some of us, who witnessed massacres, were involved in acts of rescue on the days when
bullets  were raining down,  and when the sky was on the fire.  After  the Biak Massacre our
family  gave  shelter  to  two  men  who  were  fleeing  for  their  lives.  My  father  gave  them his
clothes. He sat my sisters on their laps. We sat down quietly and we opened all the doors
and all the windows. When the soldiers came in with all their weaponry, we stood there
shaking. As they held their guns at us, and asked us if we were hiding anyone, we said no.
We were all shaking, my father, my sisters, myself, but we survived, and the two men
survived too. For four days they stayed with us. We had almost no food but my mother
found a way to feed us. We are survivors, rescuers and resistors.

Right across Papua, and for so many years, we have continued to resist, to rescue and to
raise  the  Morning  Star.  When  we  cannot  fly  our  flag  we  have  painted  it  on  our  bodies,
stitched it into noken string bags. When one of us was imprisoned for 15 years for raising
our flag, he was offered amnesty if he apologised, but he refused. ‘Why should I say sorry? I
have done nothing wrong. It is the Indonesian state who has to say sorry. And not just to me
but to all the Papuan people. They have to return our sovereignty.’

And even though it is risky for us there are many times we have come out on to the streets
in our thousands, even in our tens of thousands, to demand freedom.

These are just some of our stories of resistance. There are stories of resistance all over
Papua.

We want you to know that building unity is not easy – but we are doing it

The Indonesian government and corporations use many methods to divide us.  To turn
Papuans against Papuans. If some people raise their voice, the company will come – or the
government will come – and say, ‘Hey come into the office, let’s talk.’ They then give that
person money, or a scholarship, or a good job. These are some of the ways our opponent
uses to break our resistance.
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But we keep taking steps to come together. There is a long history to this.  When the
Amungme have a problem we build a traditional house. In this house – this Tongoi – people
come, sit down and talk. We invite every leader and chief from every village. People come
together in one mind. When people then go out of the Tongoi they are going to bring a
change. These are traditional ways of calling up assistance. In our culture, no one can stand
up by themselves. Everyone needs everyone.

So we keep taking steps to come together. We have now formed the United Liberation
Movement for West Papua. Inside this United Movement are the National Federal Republic of
West Papua (NFRWP), the West Papua National Coalition of Liberation (WPNCL), National
Committee for West Papua (KNPB), National Parliament for West Papua (PNWP) and other
non-affiliated groups.  We are  strengthening our  struggle  and as  we do so  more and more
people join us. People in other Pacific nations are raising their voices.

Our resistance is like a mat or noken – many strands woven together to become one.

Our resistance is like a spear, sharp and dangerous.

Our resistance is like a drum that speaks with the voices of the ancestors.

We want you to know about Papuan skills in survival

Despite all the injustices we have faced, we are survivors and we have many skills. We are
wise about when to speak, when to stay quiet, and when to sing our songs. Some of these
songs were written in prison for the future of West Papua. Some of our singers have been
arrested and murdered. But we continue to sing freedom.

We also have our dances. We wear our traditional dress, and dance traditional Papuan
dances. Our Papuan culture helps us to love and care for one another. When we live inside
our culture we are free.

We have prayer, faith in Jesus Christ, and God as our witness.

And we have each other. We are among friends and we want to acknowledge all those who
have stood with us.

There are other Papuan survival skills too.

Like mothers’  skills  of  endurance.  Mothers  who sell  fruit  and vegetables  to  feed their
families and send their children to school display their produce on hessian mats by the side
of the road. Rain, hail, sun and dust they sit. They survive.

Some of us travelled by canoe with 43 others all the way to Australia to seek another life.
Years later, some of us sailed back to West Papua with the Freedom Flotilla. The West
Papuans, Aboriginal elders and other Australian supporters on board the Flotilla carried a
message of peace and solidarity, and reignited ancient connections.

And we have skills in humour, in jokes and in laughter. Even in the hardest times, we pray,
we sing, we dance, and somehow we find a way to laugh.

We want you to know about our hopes and our dreams
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We carry a big hope together … a free West Papua. We have held onto this hope for many,
many years.

As we lift up these injustices to the light, then all the other cases will also be lifted up.

And we carry a hope for justice – international justice, western justice, West Papuan justice,
spiritual justice.

That is why we are testifying today.

We are sharing with you testimonies of injustice.

We are speaking about the effects of these injustices.

We are sharing testimonies of remembrance.

We are sharing stories of resistance, action and rescue.

We are sharing the ways we build unity.

We are sharing our Papuan survival skills.

And we are testifying to our hopes and to our dreams.

What we are testifying here has been an open secret. We have always known this, God has
always known this, but now you will know it too.

This means that now you are also witnesses.

So these stories and our hopes will now also be carried by you.

Thank you.

Jason MacLeod is an organiser, researcher and educator. He is the author of the just-
published book ‘Merdeka and the Morning Star: civil resistance in West Papua’. Order his
book here.

This testimony was written in collaboration with Mama Tineke and Daniel Rayer, two
West Papuan activists who survived the Biak Massacre, and David Denborough from the
Dulwich eCntre. It contains the voices of many of the people of West Papua Jason has
collaborated with  and is  in  part  based on a  similar  testimony developed for  the Biak
Massacre Citizens Tribunal.
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