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CIA Official ‘Behind Soleimani’s Assassination’ Killed
in Downed Plane in Afghanistan?
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In-depth Report: AFGHANISTAN

The following report by Middle East Monitor remains to be fully corroborated.
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Russian intelligence sources have claimed that Michael D’Andrea, head of CIA operations in
Iran and who orchestrated the assassination of Iranian General Qassem Soleimani, was
killed in a US spy plane downed yesterday in Ghazni, Afghanistan.

The plane with US Air Force markings reportedly served as the CIA’s mobile command for
D’Andrea, who earnt several nicknames including: Ayatollah Mike, the Dark Prince, and the
Undertaker. He is one of the most prominent CIA figures in the region, appointed head of the
agency'’s Iran Mission Centre in 2017. Under his leadership, the agency was perceived to
take a more “aggressive stance toward Iran”.

The Taliban claimed to have shot down the plane but have yet to provide evidence, whilst
the US has denied the claim but has acknowledged the loss of a Bombardier E-11A plane in
central Afghanistan. Graphic images online have already circulated purportedly showing
some of the charred remains of those on board.

#AlFath

Enemy intelligence aircraft crashed in Sado Khelo area of Deh Yak district
#Ghazni noon hours today resulting in all crew & high-ranking CIA members
killed.

Wreckage & dead bodies laying at crash site. https://t.co/DL7gwHpcRe

— Zabihullah (..p all ;o5 ) (@Zabehulah_M33) January 27, 2020

Unconfirmed reports that the CIA head of anti-lran operations, Michael
D’Andrea aka Ayatollah Mike, was on board the plane that crashed near
Ghazni, Afghanistan this morning.

D’'Andrea also masterminded the murder of Imad Mughniyeh, former Hezbollah
Chief of Staff, back in 2008.

— Brasco_Aad (@Brasco_Aad) January 27, 2020

Afghan authorities initially claimed the plane was a state-owned airline, but this was denied
by the company, Ariana. Helicopters have been brought down before by the Taliban, but
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they are not believed to have the capabilities required to bring down a high-flying aircraft.

It has been speculated that Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corp (IRGC) may also have a
hand in the incident, especially as anti-aircraft support has previously been given to the
Taliban. Additionally, the Afghan Shia Fatimyoun Brigades, who are trained by the IRGC, also
have a presence in the country.

CIA Middle East chief, Soleimani Killer and Bin Laden Hunter, dead on Jet in
Afghanistan. Tasnim and Mirror told after VT
by Fabio Giuseppe Carlo Carisio for VT iTaly

VERSIONE ORIGINALE IN ITALIANO
The news is so big that we have to write it running the risk of a denial, ...

pic.twitter.com/7Da2jmkHug
— VeteransToday (@veteranstoday) January 28, 2020

An exiled Iranian journalist who has written previously for the hard-line Javan daily
newspaper suggested the IRGC was involved, tweeting: “The American Gulfstream plane
was downed in Afghanistan by the Taliban. They say that intelligence officers were on
board. This report has not yet been confirmed, but if it is, it is possible that the issue of Iran
will also emerge in this case.”

Another Iranian journalist who writes for Mashregh newspaper, described as having close
links to IRGC, tweeted not long after the news broke out: “We will attack them on the same
level as they are attacking us.”

Soleimani’s successor as head of the IRGC’s Quds Force, Esmail Qaani, has established ties
in Afghanistan going back to the 1980s. Additionally, the chief commander of the IRGC,
General Hossein Salami, warned that no American military commanders will be safe if the
US administration continues to threaten Iranian commanders.

D’Andrea, who is reportedly a convert to Islam, doing so in order to marry his Muslim wife,
who is from a wealthy family from the Mauritius of Gujarati origins, having met on his first
overseas assignment in East Africa, one of the senior directors of her family’s company
Curumjee Group, has been speculated to provide cover for CIA operations.

He also oversaw hundreds of drone strikes, which according to The New York Times “killed
thousands of Islamist militants and hundreds of civilians”. D’andrea is credited with being
the mastermind behind the CIA’s notorious “signature strike” used to kill people based on
their behaviour, not identity, subsequently used to determine someone’s guilt or likelihood
of being a terrorist.

He was central to the post-9/11 interrogation programme and ran the CIA’s
Counterterrorism Center. Assassinations and torture were central to his approach. He also
oversaw the hunt for Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and was involved in the
assassination of Hezbollah member Imad Mughniyah in Damascus, Syria.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.


https://t.co/7Da2jmkHug
https://twitter.com/veteranstoday/status/1222106060061839361?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.memri.org/reports/iranian-irgc-affiliated-journalists-claim-taliban-downed-us-spy-plane-afghanistan-hinting
https://twitter.com/beehnam/status/1221774062567018498
https://twitter.com/HS_Soleimani/status/1221775584608641030
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200103-iran-names-new-quds-force-commander-after-us-kills-soleimani/
https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2020/01/27/617225/IRGC-Salami-US-commanders-Soleimani-Basij
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200123-us-envoy-successor-to-slain-iran-general-faces-same-fate-if-he-kills-americans/
https://www.newsweek.com/cia-iran-chief-michael-dandrea-osama-bin-laden-619912
http://www.iransview.com/ayatollah-mikes-face-revealed-irans-view/1672/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/02/world/middleeast/cia-iran-dark-prince-michael-dandrea.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/trump-sending-murderer-diplomats-job/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/blog/2018-04-16/a-battle-for-transparency-putting-names-and-numbers-to-the-us-drone-war
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2019/06/20/have-you-heard-of-the-cias-iran-mission-center/

Featured image: US vs Iran, who's going to win the war of influence - Cartoon
[Sabaaneh/MiddleEastMonitor]

The original source of this article is Middle East Monitor
Copyright © Middle East Monitor, Middle East Monitor, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Middle East
Monitor

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200128-cia-chief-behind-soleimanis-assassination-killed-in-downed-plane-in-afghanistan/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200128-cia-chief-behind-soleimanis-assassination-killed-in-downed-plane-in-afghanistan/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

