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Background

China  has  reacted  strongly  to  a  senior  US  official’s  unannounced  visit  to  Taiwan,  warning
that it will take legitimate and necessary action according to circumstances.

The Chinese foreign ministry  spokesman reiterated Beijing’s  firm opposition  to  any official
ties between Taiwan and the US. The reaction came after the media cited sources, including
a Taiwanese official, as saying that US Navy’s Rear-Admiral Michael Studeman was on
a trip to the self-ruled island. He’s the director of an agency which oversees
intelligence  at  the  US  military’s  Indo-Pacific  Command.  The  administration  of  US
President Donald Trump has recently ramped up support for Taiwan, including with the
approval of new arms sales and high-level visits. Beijing has long warned against such
moves. China considers Taiwan a breakaway province and maintains its sovereignty over
the region under the One-China policy.

Interview of Peter Koenig with Press TV

***

PressTV: What is your overall take on this latest US aggression against China?

Peter Koenig: China has of course every right to protest against any visit and any US
intervention in Taiwan, be it weapons sales, or provoking conflict over Taiwan self-declared
“sovereignty” which it clearly has not, as it is but a breakaway part of Mainland China.

By and large this  looks to me like one of  Trump’s last  Lame Duck movements to do
whatever he can to ruin relations between the US and China.

In reality, it will have no impact or significance.

In fact, China’s approach to Taiwan over the past 70 years, has been one of non-aggression.
With various attempts of rapprochement – which most of the times were actually disrupted
by US interference – as Taiwan is used by the US, not because Washington has an interest in
Taiwan’s “democracy’ – not at all – but Taiwan is a tool for Washington to seek destabilizing
China – not dissimilar to what is going on in Hong Kong, or Xinjiang, the Uyghur Autonomous
Region, or Tibet.

But China’s objectives are long-term and with patience – and not with force.
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Just look at China’s recently signed Trade Agreement with 14 countries – the so-called
Regional  Comprehensive  Economic  Partnership.  This  agreement  alone is  the  largest  in
significance  and  volume  of  its  kind  ever  signed  in  recent  history.  It  covers  countries  with
some 2.2. billion people and controlling about one third of world GDP.

And the US is not part of it.

Worse, the US dollar is not even a trading currency.

This must upset the US particularly – especially since the 2-year trade war Trump was
waging against China resulted in absolutely zilch – nothing – for the US. To the contrary, it
pushed China towards more independence and away from the US.

The same applied to Chinese partners, happy to have honest trading partners, not of the
western, especially the Washington-type, that dish out sanctions when they please and
when they don’t like sovereign countries’ behavior.

So – no worries for China, but geopolitically, of course, they must react to such acts against
international rules of diplomacy.

PressTV: What will change under President Biden?

PK:  Most likely nothing.  To the contrary,  Biden’s likely Secretary of  Defense,  Michèle
Flournoy, played an important behind the scene role in the Obama Administration. She has
not changed the aggressive position of Obama’s “pivot to Asia” which essentially consisted
in surrounding China with weapons systems and in particular stationing about 60% of the US
navy fleet in the South China Sea.

Though  at  this  point,  it  looks  like  China  is  but  the  target  of  an  off-scale  aggression  by
President Trump, in reality, China is part of a long-term policy of the US, not only to contain
China, but to dominate China.

As we see, though, to no avail.

Interestingly, China does not respond with counter-aggression, instead she moves steadily
forward with new creations, towards an objective that does not seek domination, but a
multi-polar, multi-connected world, via, for example, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) – not
the type of globalization that especially the Biden camp – along with the corporatocracy
behind the World Economic Forum (WEF) is seeking.

The US empire is on the decline and China, of course, is aware of it. Washington may be
lashing around in its deteriorating times, to create as much damage as possible and to bring
down as many nations as they can. Case in point is the constant aggression, sanctions and
punishment against Iran and Venezuela – but here too, these two countries are moving
gradually away from the west and into the peaceful orbit of China – pursuing after all a
shared bright future for mankind.

*
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Peter Koenig is an economist and geopolitical analyst. He is also a water resources and
environmental specialist. He worked for over 30 years with the World Bank and the World
Health Organization around the world in the fields of environment and water. He lectures at
universities in the US, Europe and South America. He writes regularly for online journals
such as Global Research; ICH; New Eastern Outlook (NEO) and more. He is the author of
Implosion – An Economic Thriller about War, Environmental Destruction and Corporate
Greed – fiction based on facts and on 30 years of World Bank experience around the globe. 

Peter is also co-author of Cynthia McKinney’s book “When China Sneezes: From the
Coronavirus Lockdown to the Global Politico-Economic Crisis” (Clarity Press – November 1,
2020). He is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research on Globalization.
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