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For nearly ten years, Brian Hooker has been requesting documents that are kept under tight
wraps by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). His more than 100 Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) requests have resulted in copious evidence that the vaccine
preservative Thimerosal, which is still used in the flu shot that is administered to pregnant
women and infants, can cause autism and other neurodevelopmental disorders.

Dr. Hooker, a PhD scientist, worked with two members of Congress to craft the letter to the
CDC that recently resulted in his obtaining long-awaited data from the CDC, the significance
of which is historic. According to Hooker, the data on over 400,000 infants born between
1991 and 1997, which was analyzed by CDC epidemiologist Thomas Verstraeten, MD,
“proves unequivocally that in 2000, CDC officials were informed internally of the very high
risk of autism, non-organic sleep disorder and speech disorder associated with Thimerosal
exposure.”

When the results of the Verstraeten study were first reported outside the CDC in 2005, there
was no evidence that anyone but Dr. Verstraeten within the CDC had known of the very high
7.6-fold elevated relative risk of autism from exposure to Thimerosal during infancy. But
now, clear evidence exists. A newly-acquired abstract from 1999 titled, “Increased risk of
developmental neurologic impairment after high exposure to Thimerosal containing vaccine
in first month of life” required the approval of top CDC officials prior to its presentation at
the Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) conference. Thimerosal, which is 50% mercury by
weight, was used in most childhood vaccines and in the RhoGAM® shot for pregnant women
prior to the early 2000s.

The CDC maintains there is “no relationship between Thimerosal-containing vaccines and
autism rates in children,” even though the data from the CDC’s own Vaccine Safety Datalink
(VSD) database shows a very high risk. There are a number of public records to back this up,
including this Congressional Record from May 1, 2003. The CDC's refusal to acknowledge
thimerosal’s risks is exemplified by a leaked statement from Dr. Marie McCormick, chair of
the CDC/NIH-sponsored Immunization Safety Review at IOM. Regarding vaccination, she said
in 2001, “...we are not ever going to come down that it [autism] is a true side effect....” Also
of note, the former director of the CDC, which purchases $4 billion worth of vaccines
annually, is now president of Merck’s vaccine division.
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Dr. Hooker’s fervent hope for the future:

“We must ensure that this and other evidence of CDC malfeasance are
presented to Congress and the public as quickly as possible. Time is of the
essence. Children’s futures are at stake.”

A divide within the autism community has led to some activists demanding that
compensation to those with vaccine-injury claims be the top priority before Congress. Dr.
Hooker maintains that prevention, “protecting our most precious resource - children’s
minds,” must come first. “Our elected officials must be informed about government
corruption that keeps doctors and patients in the dark about vaccine risks.”

Referring to an organization that has seen its share of controversy this past year, Dr. Hooker
remarked, “It is unfortunate that SafeMinds issued a press release on my information, is
accepting credit for my work and has not supported a worldwide ban on Thimerosal.”

Brian Hooker, PhD, PE, has 15 years experience in the field of bioengineering and is an
associate professor at Simpson University where he specializes in biology and chemistry. His
over 50 science and engineering papers have been published in internationally recognized,
peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Hooker has a son, aged 16, who developed normally but then
regressed into autism after receiving Thimerosal-containing vaccines.

Dr. Brian Hooker’s investigative research is sponsored by the Focus Autism Foundation.

The Focus Autism Foundation is dedicated to providing information to the public that
exposes the cause or causes of the autism epidemic and the rise of chronic illnesses -
focusing specifically on the role of vaccinations. To learn more, visit focusautisminc.org.

A Shot of Truth is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and educational website sponsored by
Focus Autism.

AutismOne is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that provides education and supports
advocacy efforts for children and families touched by an autism diagnosis. To learn more,

visit autismone.org.
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