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Canadian Academics Say Facts on Ukraine Are
Russian Propaganda
Did these esteemed academics bother to investigate factual historical
information?
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According to a gaggle of academics at the University of Calgary, all  news reports and
opinions contrary to the pretzel  twisted narratives of  the state on the situation in the
Ukraine are nothing less than Russian propaganda and “foreign interference.”

“Our research team has been collecting more than 6.2 million Tweets globally since
January  2022  to  monitor  and  measure  Russian  influence  operations  on  social  media,”
Jean-Christophe Boucher, Jack Edwards, Jenny Kim, Abbas Badami, and Henry Smith
write collectively for the University of Calgary’s School of Public Policy.

We  find  that  pro-Russian  narratives  promoted  in  the  Canadian  social  media
ecosystem  on  twitter  are  divided  into  two  large  communities:

1) accounts influenced by sources from the United States and

2) those largely influenced by sources from international sources from Russia,
Europe, and China.

In other words, any news, despite its country of origin, is “Russian propaganda” if it does not
support US, European, and Canadian narratives on the war in the Ukraine.

“First,  pro-Russian  discourse  on  Canadian  Twitter  blames  NATO  for  the  conflict
suggesting that Russia’s invasion was a result of NATO’s expansionism or aggressive
intentions toward Russia,” the authors argue.

There can be no doubt, since the fall of the Soviet Union, NATO has pushed its armaments
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and soldiers, at the behest of the US, ever closer to the border of Russia. The US made a
promise to not move further to the East. Of course, history demonstrates how such promises
made by the US State Department are routinely broken.

James Goldgeier writes for War On the Rocks:

More than a quarter-century ago, in February 1990, U.S. Secretary of State James Baker
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev discussed NATO’s future role in a unified Germany.
Baker told Gorbachev that “there would be no extension of NATO’s jurisdiction for
forces of NATO one inch to the east” and agreed with Gorbachev’s statement that “Any
extension of the zone of NATO is unacceptable.” (Emphasis added.)

David K. Shipler, writing for Washington Monthly, explains how unclassified documents

tell  the  story  of  how American  officials  led  the  Russians  to  believe  that  no  expansion
would be undertaken by NATO, then later  nearly doubled the size of  the alliance.
Russian and American transcripts and summaries of high-level meetings, posted in
recent years by the National Security Archive at George Washington University, record
multiple assurances in the early 1990s.

“Second, it is suggested that Western nations are propping up fascists in Ukraine, thus
justifying Russia’s actions,” the authors write.

The fourth narrative justifies the invasion by framing it as a war waged against a state
that is either fascist or heavily fascist-influenced. They point to the presence of the neo-
Nazi Azov Battalion in the Ukrainian National Guard as proof. The Tweets spread the
common Russian government talking point that Ukraine is run by a fascist regime.
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One has to wonder if these esteemed academics bothered to delve into factual historical
information about Ukrainian “fascism.” Following the US-orchestrated violent coup in 2014,
these  ultranationalist  “fascists”  (akin  to  Nazi  ethnic  cleansing  racists)  gained  influence
within  the  Ukrainian  government  and  military.

Three members of the Nazi-saluting Svoboda were positioned as members of the first post-
coup government. The co-founder of Svoboda, Andriy Paruby, was parliamentary speaker for
five years. He founded the Social-National Party of Ukraine along with Oleh Tyahnybok (seen
giving a Nazi salute in the above-linked photo). The party’s Wolfsangel logo (basically a
rearranged  Nazi  swastika)  and  its  ultranationalistic  philosophy  are  not  “Russian
disinformation,”  but  indisputable  historical  facts.

According to the propaganda media in the West, Mr. Paruby has changed his ways and has
become a respectable member of the Verkhovna Rada, the Ukrainian parliament. He was a
leader of the so-called (and laughably titled) “Revolution of Dignity” (the US-orchestrated
Maidan  Revolution)  that  violently  overthrew  the  elected  leader  of  the  country,  Viktor
Yanukovych.

Paruby is an admirer of Stepan Bandera, a Nazi Germany collaborator responsible for mass
murdering Jews, Russians, communists, Poles, and other minority groups during WWII.

Despite the counter-reality  pronouncements of  narrative pushing academics tenured at
“prestigious” universities, the fact is the ultranationalist movement in Ukraine has grown in
scope and influence.

The Times of  Israel  reported in  January,  a  month before Russia’s  special  operation to
eliminate the Ukraine’s genocidal and Bandera worshipping ultranationalists:

Expressions of admiration for Bandera and other collaborators have increased in scope
and status following the 2014 revolution in Ukraine, which toppled the regime of Viktor
Yanukovych amid claims that  he is  a  Russian stooge,  and triggered an armed conflict
with Russia.

Although the corporate propaganda media in the West will not tell you about the influence
of ultranationalism in a revival of “Ukrainian identity,” Risyad Sadzikri of the Indonesian
Student Association For International Studies (ISAFIS), writes,

Since the Euromaidan protest toppled the pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovich government in
2013–2014,  many  ultranationalist  organisations  founded  or  gained  notoriety  in
Ukrainian politics. For example, the Svoboda Party is known for its radical stance in the
parliament of Ukraine (the Verkhovna Rada) even before the Euromaidan incident. The
Right  Sector  (Pravyi  Sektor)  is  also  known  for  fighting  the  riot  police  and  amassing
assault  weapons  in  the  protest.

It should be noted that these “fascist” (racist) political parties are not uniformly supported
by the people of the Ukraine. During the 2019 Ukraine Parliamentary Election, the Svoboda
Party only achieved 2.15 per cent of votes. This dismal political outcome, however, is of little
relevance in the most corrupt country in Europe.

According to ISAFIS,
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…the ultranationalist already has a place in the politics of Ukraine, especially when it
comes to street politics and violence. Ultranationalist organisations and militias often
attack human rights activists, LGBTQ+, or even Jews and Romani people in the street.
The tragedy has occurred repeatedly that such violence is deemed a usual routine in
Ukrainian cities, damaging the image of Ukraine in the international community. Worse,
the police act passively towards the ultranationalist violence and usually prefer to stop
the counter-protest against the ultranationalist.

Canada, not unlike the US, claims to be a “democracy” (this would naturally include the
right to free speech and lively debate without censorship), and yet its current leader, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, has acted like a dictator as of late. Trudeau insists the Freedom
Convoy opposed to vaccinating truckers crossing the US-Canada border are “extremists.”

From corporate media propaganda outlet MSN:

Trudeau’s Federal Public Safety Minister Marco Mendicino blamed extremist groups for
helping organize the protests, and repeated allegations that some involved wanted to
overthrow the Liberal government.

This is the real “fake news” and “disinformation.” It is, as well, part of an overall objective in
the  West  to  silence  any  criticism  of  the  state,  its  policies,  no  matter  how  lethal  or
detrimental, and characterize all opposition as extremism that must be dealt with harsh
retribution.

This, contrary to what the egghead academics at the University of Calgary have written, is
the  real  definition  of  fascism—authoritarian  suppression  of  all  criticism  and  the
criminalization  of  free  speech,  a  process  now  well  underway.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram and
Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Featured image is from OneWorld

The original source of this article is Kurt Nimmo on Geopolitics
Copyright © Kurt Nimmo, Kurt Nimmo on Geopolitics, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Kurt Nimmo

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/trudeau-government-says-extremists-are-responsible-for-freedom-convoy/ar-AATXkdB
https://kurtnimmo.substack.com/p/canadian-academics-say-facts-on-ukraine
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kurt-nimmo
https://kurtnimmo.substack.com/p/canadian-academics-say-facts-on-ukraine
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kurt-nimmo


| 5

acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

