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“I have ground zero information on everything that happens there. And trust me, what the
Canadian public, and the American public and the international community are watching is a
huge Hollywood show.”

– Venezuelan in Canada, from an interview with Eva Bartlett

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format) 

The US and Canada have long sought regime change in Venezuela.

In order to enable this agenda, the political leadership of the two countries have been
drowning  their  populations  with  propaganda.  According  to  the  standard  account,
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro has undemocratically ceased power, and is oppressing
his own people. President Maduro and his predecessor Hugo Chavez are singularly to blame
for  a  devastating  economic  situation  forcing  millions  to  flee  the  once  prosperous  South
American  nation.  [1]

Mainstream media, pundits, and popular television comedy show hosts like John Oliver are
only too happy to uncritically echo these interpretations of the plight of the Venezuelan
people. More to the point, they appear to be presenting as fact an embellishment of the
difficulties facing ordinary and poor Venezuelans.

Among standard talking points: people across the nation are taking to the streets to oppose
Maduro’s rule, leading to violent reprisals by the government and crackdowns on dissident
media. Maduro’s mismanagement of the economy has led to empty grocery store shelves.
President Maduro, back in February, authorized the destruction of aid entering the country
from neighbouring Columbia. Maduro’s presidency is illegitimate and the opposition National
Assembly’s recognition of Juan Guaidó as interim President is constitutionally valid.

Audiences  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  are  led  to  believe  the  people  of  Venezuela
overwhelmingly  oppose  Maduro’s  ‘grip’  on  power,  but  are  helpless  to  challenge  his
‘authoritarian’ rule.

As with ‘humanitarian wars’ Western nations have sanctioned over the last two decades,
even liberal critics of their nations’ interventionist policies feel the need to express their
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position with a disclaimer of sorts along the lines of ‘He may be a bad guy, but…’

Aggressive foreign policy toward Venezuela or any other country requires at least tacit
support from domestic populations in nominally democratic countries like Canada, hence
the need by Western leaders  to  control  the foreign policy  narrative.  This  is  why it  is
necessary for the broader public to ascertain the actual facts on the ground, and confront
the assertions providing a pretext for foreign interference, particularly military intervention,
in another country’s internal affairs.

This  week,  the  Global  Research  News  Hour  takes  on  conventional  messaging  on  the
Venezuela situation with three provocative interview guests.

In  the  first  half  hour,  frequent  guest  Yves  Engler  joins  us  to  share  some  insights  into
Canada’s actual interests in Venezuela as well as provide background on a specific Canadian
think tank, known as the Canadian International Council, which is acting to shape Canadian
policy in an imperialistic direction. Excerpts of a recent talk by former Canadian Ambassador
to Venezuela, Ben Rowswell are incorporated into this discussion.

In the second half hour, two Canadian journalists, Eva Bartlett and Dimitri Lascaris, talk
about what they saw and experienced in Venezuela during their recent visits to the country.
They also help us make sense of social and mainstream media distortion of the realities on
the ground.

Yves Engler is one of Canada’s foremost Canadian foreign policy critics and dissidents. He is
the author of nine books on Canadian foreign policy including The Black Book of Canadian
Foreign Policy (2009), and his most recent, Left, Right: Marching to the Beat of Imperial
Canada. His articles have appeared at rabble.ca, canadiandimension.com, and on his own
site yvesengler.com.

Dimitri Lascaris is a lawyer, activist, and journalist. A former partner with Siskinds LLP,
Lascaris  was  once  named  one  of  Canada’s  most  influential  lawyers  by  Canadian  Lawyer
Magazine. He is currently a correspondent and Board member of The Real News Network
and the Chair of the Board of Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East.

Eva Bartlett is a Canadian independent journalist and activist. She has spent years on the
ground covering conflict zones in the Middle East, especially in Syria and Palestine. She is a
recipient of the International Journalism Award for International Reporting. Eva recently
returned from a visit to Venezuela. She will be speaking in Hamilton on Monday April 29th.

(Global Research News Hour Episode 257)

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

The Global  Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . Excerpts of the show have begun airing on Rabble
Radio and appear as podcasts at rabble.ca.

The Global Research News Hour now airs Fridays at 6pm PST, 8pm CST and 9pm EST on Alternative
Current Radio (alternativecurrentradio.com)
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Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. – Tune in  at its new time –
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ  89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

RIOT RADIO, the visual radio station based out of Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario has begun airing
the Global Research News Hour on an occasional basis. Tune in at dcstudentsinc.ca/services/riot-radio/

Radio Fanshawe: Fanshawe’s 106.9 The X (CIXX-FM) out of London, Ontario airs the Global Research
News Hour Sundays at 6am with an encore at 4pm.

Los Angeles, California based Thepowerofvoices.com airs the Global Research News Hour every Monday
from 6-7pm Pacific time.

Notes:

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-363198772.html1.
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