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Canada and the Military Coup in Honduras: A
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Tyler Shipley will be presenting on his book Ottawa and Empire: Canada and the Military
Coup in Honduras on Wednesday October 11 at 7:00pm at the Hinton Auditorium, 3rd floor
of the Toronto Reference Library at 789 Yonge St.

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

Just as America’s exceptionalist myth is one of bringing ‘peace and democracy’ to the world,
Canadians typically expect their foreign policy to be geared around trying to act in the
interests of peoples in the countries with whom their governments engage.

As reported on several  episodes of this radio series,  Canadian foreign policy has been
directed more by the mandates of the nation’s capitalist class than by the will of the people
who supposedly provide direction for their policy-makers.

Honduras provides a stunning case-study of an imperialist Canada paving internationalist
terrain for mining companies, sweat shops, hydro-electric projects and other enterprises
behind a veneer of benevolence.

In June of 2009, masked soldiers apprehended elected Honduran president Manuel Zelaya at
his presidential palace. While still  in his pyjamas and bare feet, the Head of State was
escorted to Soto Cano air base before being moved to Costa Rica. The Honduran military
then went on to cut off water, electricity and communications from several major cities. This
was on the occasion of a referendum vote to be held that day, geared toward reforms
benefiting large sectors of the Honduran working class. [1]

Hondurans have since had to confront a climate of impunity around violence directed at
environmental, Indigenous, and human rights defenders, the March 3, 2016 murder in her
home of Bertha Caceres being a case in point. [2][3]

Far  from expressing  outrage  of  this  subversion  of  democracy,  Canada helped  provide
diplomatic  cover  for  it.  Further,  multiple  Canadian  companies,  including  the  notorious
Montreal-based firm Gildan, directly profited from the subversion of the will of the Honduran
people.
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A young Canadian college professor named Tyler Shipley has devoted years to detailing the
history of Honduras, the progress of social movements in recent decades, the conditions
that have prevailed

since  the  coup,  and  the  involvement  of  Canadian  government  and  business  interests
throughout. The results of his labours have been chronicled in the newly published volume
Ottawa and Empire: Canada and the Military Coup in Honduras.

In an interview recorded in the summer during his tour stop in Winnipeg, Professor Shipley
addresses questions of the strategic importance of Honduras for imperialist powers, the
progress of social movements cut short by the 2009 coup, Canada’s precise role in enabling
the coup, and the interests that have benefited. Shipley also details some of the conditions
besetting the population, including Bertha Caceres, whom he interviewed several times
between 2009 and 2016.

Tyler Shipley is professor of culture, society, and commerce at the Humber Institute of
Technology and Advanced Learning. He is also an associate fellow with the Centre for
Research on Latin America and the Caribbean (CERLAC). His latest book is available from
the publisher Between the Lines.

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

The Global  Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio
Network at prn.fm. Listen in everyThursday at 6pm ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. – Tune in  at its new time –
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ  89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.
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Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

Notes:

Tyler Shipley (2017), ‘Ottawa and Empire: Canada and the Military Coup in Honduras’1.
pg.34,-35, Between the Lines
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/berta-caceres-and-the-open-wounds-of-h2.
onduras/
Tyler Shipley (2017), pg. 161-1623.
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