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Dear Honorable Governor Newsom,

I am a California-licensed, board-certified, Stanford-, NYU, & UCSF-trained pediatrician. | am
not anti-vax. | administer vaccines in my pediatric practice. | believe that vaccines can be
effective at reducing the risk of vaccine-preventable diseases for MOST children. | believe
that vaccines are safe for MOST children. But not for all...

I am not a “hysterical anti-vaxxer.” | am not the mother of a vaccine-injured child. | am not
an unethical doctor selling “fake” medical exemptions. | am not a bureaucrat or a politician.

| am a pediatrician in the trenches. And | am unashamedly, unabashedly, and unequivocally
PRO-CHILD. | believe in public health, yet | care for individual children and families who sit
across from me everyday, trusting that | am giving them valid, scientific, evidence-based
information that will keep their individual baby safe and healthy, and believing that | am
providing them with true informed consent.

| am a pediatrician trying to do the best | can for the children in my practice. And the best is
not simply repeating that vaccines are “safe and effective.” Because they're not 100% safe.
Because they’re not 100% effective. Because parents are asking questions. Because parents
are afraid and want to do the best for their children. And because we, as primary care
physicians, need to be able to practice the art and science of medicine to the best of our
abilities, for the child sitting in front of us, without bureaucratic handcuffs and fear of
retribution.

SB 276 continues to place the decision regarding an individual child’s vaccine risk/benefit
assessment and whether or not that child qualifies for a vaccine medical exemption in the
hands of the government. As clearly stated by Andrew Kroger M.D., M.P.H., Communications
and Education Branch of the Immunization Service Division of the CDC: “It would be
inappropriate for anyone other than the treating provider to determine who should be
allowed to get a medically-necessary exemption.”

SB 276 continues to too narrowly limit the criteria for “appropriate” vaccine exemptions to
those contraindications detailed by the CDC, AAP and ACIP. These criteria do not take into
account the emerging field of vaccinomics pioneered by the Mayo Clinic and the latest
research on increased risk for various chronic illnesses including autoimmunity after
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vaccination in certain vulnerable populations.

Epigenetics is making it increasingly clear that the one-size-fits-all CDC schedule will not
work. Dr. Kroger to this end emphasizes that:

“The ACIP guidelines were never meant to be a population-based concept...
The CDC does not determine medical exemptions. We define contraindications.
It is the medical provider’s prerogative to determine whether this list of
conditions can be broader to define medical exemptions.”

SB276 continues to essentially eliminate all medical exemptions, even those consistent with
the CDC, ACIP or AAP guidelines. By arbitrarily limiting the number of medical exemptions a
physician may write to 4 in any calendar year before triggering investigation, SB 276 will
deter physicians from writing ANY exemptions for fear of irreparable damage to their
professional reputation, financial security, and emotional trauma, even if ultimately found
innocent.

How will a physician decide which 4 children are “deserving” of medical exemptions each
year, in order to prevent an automatic investigation once they write that 5th exemption?
And how can a physician who has sworn the Hippocratic oath to “Do No Harm” ethically give
that 5th child vaccines for which even the “standard of care” deems vaccinations unsafe or
unnecessary?

These are unwinnable, untenable situations for any physician or patient to be placed in.
What our Legislators need to understand is that while we, as physicians, bear tremendous
risk and liability - personally, professionally and financially - associated with writing valid
medical exemptions, there is NO liability for giving contraindicated vaccinations, even if
they cause foreseeable yet preventable harm.

The proposed amendments in SB 714 do NOT adequately address the above concerns.

| thank you so much for your time and consideration in reading this letter and respectfully
request that you VETO SB 276 and SB 714. A Harvard study has found that 2.6% of people
vaccinated will have a vaccine injury.

California’s current medical exemption rate of 0.7% falls far below this number, implying
that there are many children whose vaccine injuries could have been avoided if an
appropriate medical exemption were written by their physician.

Until such time when vaccine risks and benefits can be clearly defined in broader terms that
take into account personal and family history and epigenetics, this risk needs to be taken on
by each parent and each child.

And where there is risk, there must be choice. And where there is uncertainty, the BEST
person to help that parent navigate vaccines is the person who knows that child’s medical
and family history best - THEIR PHYSICIAN.

Sincerely,
Elisa H. Song, MD
Belmont, CA



Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is Health Impact News
Copyright © Dr. Elisa Song, Health Impact News, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Elisa Song

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://healthimpactnews.com/2019/california-pediatrician-appeals-to-governor-newsom-to-do-the-right-thing-and-preserve-the-doctor-patient-relationship/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elisa-song
https://healthimpactnews.com/2019/california-pediatrician-appeals-to-governor-newsom-to-do-the-right-thing-and-preserve-the-doctor-patient-relationship/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elisa-song
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

