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***

UK  Foreign  Secretary  Liz  Truss  has  declared  that  she  is  ready  and  willing  to  kick  off
thermonuclear  warfare  should  she  take  over  as  prime minister,  stressing  her  hawkish
bonafides as she seeks to replace Boris Johnson.

Appearing at a town hall event in Birmingham on Tuesday, Truss was asked how she would
feel  about  ordering  “global  annihilation”  in  the  event  of  a  nuclear  standoff  with  a  foreign
adversary.

“I won’t ask you if you would press the button, you’ll say yes, but faced with that task I
would feel physically sick,” said host John Pienaar, who went on to ask: “How does that
thought make you feel?”

“I think it’s an important duty of the prime minister and I’m ready to do that,” Truss
replied,  drawing applause from the audience.  When Pienaar asked again how that
decision would make her “feel,” she simply stated “I’m ready to do it.”

Liz Truss says she is 'ready' to make decisions about using nuclear warfare.
#TimesRadio pic.twitter.com/ILnW7XQ1LY

— Times Radio (@TimesRadio) August 23, 2022

While no foreign state was mentioned by name during the exchange, Truss has been among
the  most  bellicose  British  officials  in  her  comments  about  the  war  in  Ukraine,  issuing  a
steady stream of hostile rhetoric toward Moscow while encouraging escalation at virtually
every turn.

Despite serving as her country’s top diplomat, the foreign secretary has made little effort to
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seek  out  a  diplomatic  solution  to  the  conflict,  instead  calling  for  Russia’s  “defeat”  on  the
battlefield regardless of the cost in Ukrainian blood.

With Prime Minister Boris Johnson preparing to leave office after announcing his resignation
in July, Truss is now vying against former Finance Minister Rishi Sunak for the PM spot. While
Johnson’s hawkish stance toward Russia may be hard to outdo – having visited Kiev multiple
times in recent months to discourage a negotiated settlement to the war – his replacement
appears set to continue London’s policies on the conflict regardless of who wins.

*
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Will Porter is assistant news editor at the Libertarian Institute and a staff writer at RT. Find
more of his work at Antiwar.com and Consortium News.

Featured image: The ‘Baker’ nuclear weapon test is seen at Bikini Atoll, July 25, 1946; UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss. (Credit: Pentagon; UK Prime Minister’s Office)
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Reviews

“This book is a ‘must’ resource – a richly documented and systematic diagnosis of the
supremely pathological geo-strategic planning of US wars since ‘9-11’ against non-nuclear
countries to seize their oil fields and resources under cover of ‘freedom and democracy’.”
–John McMurtry, Professor of Philosophy, Guelph University

“In a world where engineered, pre-emptive, or more fashionably “humanitarian” wars of
aggression have become the norm, this challenging book may be our final wake-up call.”
-Denis Halliday, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations

Michel Chossudovsky exposes the insanity of our privatized war machine. Iran is being
targeted with nuclear weapons as part of a war agenda built on distortions and lies for the
purpose of private profit. The real aims are oil, financial hegemony and global control. The
price could be nuclear holocaust. When weapons become the hottest export of the world’s
only superpower, and diplomats work as salesmen for the defense industry, the whole world
is recklessly endangered. If we must have a military, it belongs entirely in the public sector.
No one should profit from mass death and destruction.
–Ellen Brown, author of ‘Web of Debt’ and president of the Public Banking Institute   
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