
| 1

Britain’s Secret State: Members of Armed Forces
Prohibited from Talking to Journalists
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New  official  guidelines  impose  strict  controls  on  anyone  from  the  armed  forces  making
contact  with  journalists,  even  in  a  social  setting.

The rules state that when a member of the armed forces has any contact with a journalist
they must immediately notify press officers.

This applies even if a member of armed forces staff meets a journalist socially, or through
their family.

The rules don’t just apply to journalists, they also apply if a soldier should accidently come
into contact with any individuals who are known to have close links with the media – such as
“academics, representatives of industry and think-tanks”.

The new guidelines came into force this  month amid revelations that  the police have
secretly used the Regulation of Investigatory Powers to obtain details of journalists’ phone
records in order to find their sources.

Read more here.

Copyright Press Gazette UK, 2014

The original source of this article is Press Gazette
Copyright © Dominic Ponsford, Press Gazette, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dominic
Ponsford

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dominic-ponsford
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/secret-state-members-armed-forces-must-notify-press-officers-even-if-they-meet-journalist-socially
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/secret-state-members-armed-forces-must-notify-press-officers-even-if-they-meet-journalist-socially
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/secret-state-members-armed-forces-must-notify-press-officers-even-if-they-meet-journalist-socially
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dominic-ponsford
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/secret-state-members-armed-forces-must-notify-press-officers-even-if-they-meet-journalist-socially
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dominic-ponsford
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dominic-ponsford


| 2

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

