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It is hard to credit one of the least impressive Secretary of States the United States has ever
produced with any merit other than being a plasterwork that, from time to time, moved with
caution on the world stage for fear of cracking. On the stage, Antony Blinken’s brittle
performances have been nothing short of unimpressive, notably in pursuing such projects
comically titled “Peace in the Middle East.”  Each time he has ventured to various regions of
the world, the combatants seem keener than ever to continue taking up arms or indulging in
slaughter.

A sense  of  Blinken’s  detachment  from the  world  can  be  gathered  from his  Foreign  Affairs
piece  published  on  October  1,  intended  as  something  of  a  report  on  the  diplomatic
achievements of the Biden administration.  It starts off with the sermonising treacle that is
all a bit much – the naughty states on the world stage, albeit small in number (Russia, Iran,
North Korea and China), “determined to alter the foundational principles of the international
system.”

The Biden administration had, in response, “pursued a strategy of renewal, pairing historic
investments in competitiveness at home with an intensive diplomatic campaign to revitalize
partnerships abroad.”  This served to counter those challengers wishing to “undermine the
free, open, secure, and prosperous world that the United States and most countries seek.” 
Then comes the  remark  that  should  prompt  readers  to  pinch themselves.  “The Biden
administration’s strategy has put the United States in a much stronger geopolitical position
today than it was four years ago.”

An  odd  assessment  for  various  reasons.   There  is  the  continued  war  in  Ukraine  and
Washington’s  refusal  to  encourage  any  meaningful  talks  between  Kiev  and  Moscow,
preferring, instead, the continued supply of weapons to an attritive conflict of slaughter and
such acts of industrial terrorism as the attack on the Nord Stream pipeline.

There has been the relentless watering down of the “One China” understanding over the
status  of  Taiwan,  along  with  continued  provocations  against  Beijing  through  the  offensive
pact of AUKUS with Australia and the UK.  That particularly odious pact has served to turn
Australia into a US military garrison without the consent of its citizens, an outcome sold to
the dunces in Canberra as utterly necessary to arrest the rise of China.  Along the way, an
arms buildup in the Indo- and Asia-Pacific has been encouraged.

With such a view of the world, it’s little wonder how blind Blinken, and other members of the
Biden administration,  have been to Israel’s  own rogue efforts  at  breaking and altering the
international system, committing, along the way, a goodly number of atrocities that have
seen it taken to the International Court of Justice by South Africa for committing alleged acts
of genocide.
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Through his various sojourns, the point was always clear.  Israel was to be mildly rebuked, if
at all, while Hamas was to be given the full chastising treatment as killers without a cause. 
When the barbarians revolt against their imperial governors, they are to be both feared and
reviled.  In June this year, for instance, Blinken stated on one of his countless missions for a
non-existent peace that Hamas was “the only obstacle” to a ceasefire, a markedly jaundiced
explanation given the broader programs and objects being pursued by the Israeli Defence
Forces.  Hamas has been accused of being absolutist in its goals, but one can hardly exempt
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu from the charge.  Not for Blinken: “I think it is
clear to everyone around the world, that it’s on them [Hamas] and that they will have made
a choice to continue a war that they started.”

On the issue of aid to Gaza’s strangled, dying population, Blinken has been, along with his
equally ineffectual colleague in the Pentagon, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, cringingly
ineffective.   Their  October  13  letter  sent  to  their  Israeli  counterparts  made  mention  of
several demands, including the entry of some 350 aid trucks into Gaza on a daily basis, and
refraining  from  adopting  laws,  now  in  place,  banning  the  UN  Agency  for  Palestinian
Refugees (UNRWA).  Each demand has been swatted back with a school child’s snotty
petulance, and aid continues being blocked to various parts of Gaza.

On October 24, Americans for Justice in Palestine Action (AJP Action) “urgently” called on the
Secretary of State “to stop wasting his time with failed diplomatic visits and to demand an
immediate ceasefire in Gaza and Lebanon.”  Those at AJP Action must surely have realised
by now that Blinken would be utterly rudderless without those failed visits.  Indeed, Osama
Abu Irshaid, Executive Director of the organisation, went so far as to say that “Blinken’s
diplomatic theatre is enabling Netanyahu’s war crimes.”  To arm and fund Israel “while
requesting a ceasefire” was a policy both “hypocritical and ineffective.”  Such is the nature
of that sort of theatre.

In  the  meantime,  the  tectonic  plates  of  international  relations  are  moving  in  other
directions, a point that has been aided, not hindered, by the policy of this administration. 
Through BRICS and other satellite fora, the United States is finding itself gradually outpaced
and isolated, even as it continues to hide behind the slogan of an international rules-based
order it did so much to create.  This is not to say that the US imperium has quite reached its
terminus.   If  anything,  the  Biden  administration,  through  the  good  offices  of  Blinken,
continues to insist on its vitality.  But US hegemony long left unchallenged is, most certainly,
at an end.
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