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Not satisfied with the orgy of violence successive U.S. administrations have imposed on the
world over the last two decades in the Middle East and North Africa, the Trump
administration—with the full support of a majority of Democrats and the liberal
establishment—gave the green light to a coup action in Venezuela that promises to cause
untold suffering to the Venezuelan people in the Americas.

In response to the news that a military coup was unfolding in Venezuela, European
Parliament President Antonio Tajani welcomed the move as “a historic moment for the
return to democracy and freedom in Venezuela.” Liberal defenders of democracy and
human rights across Europe have given enthusiastic support to U.S. counterrevolutionary
efforts, affirming why the Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) has identified the U.S./EU/NATO axis
of domination as the principal enemy of collective global humanity.

The real possibility of more death and destruction at the hands of the United States in
Venezuela, and that significant sectors of the U.S. population supports it, reflects once again
the moral hypocrisy of a society that pretends to be concerned about gun violence in the
United States while giving full support to the ultimate expression of gun violence in the form
of war. The hypocrisy continues with the bipartisan support for increasing the U.S. military
budget by an astronomical $750 billion.

The people of the world want peace. But peace and global social cooperation to tackle and
defeat the collective challenges of climate change, poverty, economic exploitation and
oppression will be impossible as long as some nation-states have the ability to impose their
destructive will on everyone else.

We are confident the Venezuelan people will prevail because after 20 years of dignity, of
attempting to build a new society based on equality, cooperation, and empowerment of the
oppressed, they will never allow themselves to be returned to the days when a rapacious
oligarchy was able to deny them a democratic voice and steal the fruits of their labor and
national resources.

In the spirit of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Ella Baker, Claudia Jones,
Malcolm X, Kwame Ture and Fannie Lou Hamer, BAP opposes the axis of domination
and spreads the demand—Hands Off Venezuela!
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