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The repressive U.S. state’s chickens have come home to roost with President Donald
Trump announcing federal troops will be deployed to several U.S. cities. This comes after
federal agents reportedly disappeared protesters last week off the streets of Portland,
Oregon.

When we launched the Black Alliance for Peace (BAP), we had stated the ruling class would
eventually rely on violence and repression, as well as assault traditional liberal rights, to
maintain control as the United States continued its dive into an economic and political
morass.

What we also have related in our years of work is the tactics being deployed in Portland are
not new. They have been perfected by U.S. forces and repressive states trained for decades
by U.S. police, military and intelligence agencies. Now, because the ruling elite increasingly
see liberal democracy and the rule of law as an impediment to their minority rule, the
repressive practices normally reserved for the natives of the global South and for Black and
Brown communities in the metropole are being used against insurgent white dissidents in
Portland—and soon coming to a community near you.

That is why we say blowback is the inevitable consequence when social forces in the United
States are silent or have the luxury of not being aware of the criminality of the U.S. state
abroad.

No compromise with evil and no retreat from the enemies of collective humanity are the
watchwords and slogan of BAP’s campaign work. We had recently stated that we expect
many more Portlands. But we also expect fierce opposition from the people, as we have
already seen with thousands of people beating back federal agents into a Portland
courthouse. That is why we are organizing and building alternative power.

*
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