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Osama bin Laden may have chartered a plane that carried his family members and Saudi
nationals out of the United States after the September 11, 2001 attacks, said FBI documents
released Wednesday.

The papers, obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, were made public by Judicial
Watch, a Washington-based group that investigates government corruption.

One FBI document referred to a Ryan Air 727 airplane that departed Los Angeles
International Airport on September 19, 2001, and was said to have carried Saudi nationals
out of the United States.

“The plane was chartered either by the Saudi Arabian royal family or Osama bin Laden,”
according to the document, which was among 224 pages posted online.

The flight made stops in Orlando, Florida; Washington, DC; and Boston, Massachusetts and
eventually left its passengers in Paris the following day.

In all, the documents detail six flights between September 14 and September 24 that
evacuated Saudi nationals and bin Laden family members, Judicial Watch said in a
statement.

“Incredibly, not a single Saudi national nor any of the bin Laden family members possessed
any information of investigative value,” Judicial Watch said.

“These documents contain numerous errors and inconsistencies which call to question the

thoroughness of the FBI’s investigation of the Saudi flights.

“For example, on one document, the FBI claims to have interviewed 20 of 23 passengers on
the Ryan International Airlines flight ... on another document the FBI claims to have
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interviewed 15 to 22 passengers on the same flight.”

Asked about the documents’ assertion that either bin Laden or the Saudi royals ordered the
flight, an FBI spokesman said the information was inaccurate.

“There is no new information here. Osama bin Laden did not charter a flight out of the US,”
FBI special agent Richard Kolko said.

“This is just an inflammatory headline by Judicial Watch to catch people’s attention. This
was thoroughly investigated by the FBI.”

Kolko pointed to the 9-11 Commission Report, which was the book-length result of an official
probe into the attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in
Washington that killed nearly 3,000 people.

“No political intervention was found. And most important, the FBI conducted a satisfactory
screening of Saudi nationals that left on chartered flights. This is all available in the report,”
Kolko said.

On the issue of flights of Saudi nationals leaving the United States, the 9-11 report said: “We
found no evidence of political intervention” to facilitate the departure of Saudi nationals.

The commission also said: “Our own independent review of the Saudi nationals involved
confirms that no one with known links to terrorism departed on these flights.”

Meredith Diliberto, an attorney with Judicial Watch, said that her group had seen a first
version of the documents in 2005, although the FBI had heavily redacted the texts to black
out names, including all references to bin Laden.

Nevertheless, unedited footnotes in the texts allowed lawyers to determine that bin Laden’s
name had been redacted. They pressed the issue in court and in November 2006, the FBI
was ordered to re-release the documents.

Diliberto said mention that “either” bin Laden or Saudi royals had chartered the flight “really
threw us for a loop.”

“When you combine that with some of the family members not being interviewed, we found

it very disturbing.”
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