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Bahrain: Campaign to arrest Alkhalifa dictator’s
torturer son as repression intensifies
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The arrest, torture and abuse of a young female University student by the men of John
Timoney and John Yates has shaken the country to the core. Zahra Al Shaikh, 21, from
Karbabad,  was  arrested  for  taking  part  in  an  anti-regime  peaceful  protest.  She  was
subjected  to  horrific  treatment,  stripped  and  indecent  images  of  her  were  taken  by  the
security forces. She is accused of anti-regime activities and is threatened with a long term
prison sentence. Bahrainis have been horrified at the treatment of this young Bahraini  girl
and have vowed not to accept Alkhalifa rule and to resist it at any cost.

As  the Alkhalifa  regime intensified its  crackdown against  Bahrainis,  Mohammad Al  Buflasa
has been arrested and taken to the torture chambers. Mr Al Buflasa is a young Bahraini who
was  the  first  to  be  imprisoned  after  the  Revolution  following  a  speech  at  the  Pearl
Roundabout  in  February  2011.  He remained behind bars  for  ten months  before  being
released. He comes from Sunni background and his participation in the people’s revolution
has angered the Alkhalifa who have been trying to present a sectarian argument to explain
the  Revolution.  Several  NGOs  have  issued  statements  demanding  Al  Buflasa’s  immediate
release, but, to date, Mohammad is still in incarceration at the Alkhalifa torture dungeons.

One of the Alkhlaifa courts has issued ruling against re-building the mosques that had been
destroyed by the Al  Khalifa/Al  Saud joint  forces.  The Alkhalifa’  ministry  of  Justice  has
considered their rebuilding at the hands of the citizens as illegal. Thus a new War ofthe
Mosques has developed and more Shia mosques may are being targeted for demolition. The
Bissioni report was critical of destroying religious symbols of the native inhabitants.

The death of Prince Nayef bin Abdul Aziz has led to a political mayhem in Saudi Arabia which
fears of political vacuum after his demise. While Bahrainis have not expressed any sign of
sorrow arguing that Nayef had been responsible for the invasion of Bahrain by the Saudi
troops, the general mood is against continuing attacks on Bahrainis by Saudi and Alkhalifa
forces. The Saudi role in Bahrain has been disastrous and had led to many deaths and
injuries.

The situation in the prisons has been described as becoming harsher following the threats
by the dictator against Bahrainis.  Kumail   AlManami,  a 30 years old young Bahraini  is
languishing in underground dungeons of the Alkhalifa jails. His family has confirmed that his
health is deteriorating and he is gradually losing his eye sight. Since his arrest on 31st
March  2009,  Mr  Manami  has  been  subjected   o  continuous  torture,  held  in  solitary
confinement  and  denied  access  to  day  light  except  for  one  hour  each  day.  Several  other
Bahrainis have been languishing in Alkhalifa torture dungeons for years as Washington and
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London  supplied  the  regime  with  men  of  torture  and  repression.  This  is  one  of  the
underpinning causes of the ongoing Revolution that has become impossible to defeat or
contain. Native Bahrainis (Shia and Sunni) are determined to rid the country of minority rule
(confined to Alkhalifa members who occupy more than half the cabinet posts).

Meanwhile the campaign against  allowing Nasser bin Hamad Al  Khalifa ,  the notorious
torturer who is also the son of Bahrain’s dictator  has started in earnest. On 14th June the
Liberal Democrat MP Dan Rogerson (representing North Cornwall) asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what consideration he has given to the human
rights records of members of the Bahraini government who plan to visit the UK during the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Alistair Burt (Parliamentary Under Secretary
of State (Afghanistan/South Asia, counter terrorism/proliferation, North America, Middle East
and  North  Africa),  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office;  North  East  Bedfordshire,
Conservative)  said:  The  Government  has  been  clear  that  regardless  of  the  country
concerned where there is independent, reliable and credible evidence that an individual has
committed human rights abuses, the individual will not normally be permitted to enter the
UK.

 On 21st June The Guardian newspaper published an article titled: “Britain urged to ban
royal head of Bahrain Olympic committee” in which it said: Son of Bahrain’s king set to visit
London 2012 despite being accused of violating athletes”. There is now a campaign to
arrest the Alkhalifa torturer upon his arrival in London.
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