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In-depth Report: SYRIA

A new media disinformation campaign with regard to Syria, together with a political
initiative is in the making.

The foreign ministers of four small seemingly “neutral” EU countries are now proposing to
take president Bashar Al Assad to the the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague,
for alleged crimes committed against his own people.

The text of this proposal is entitled Time to refer Syria crisis to ICC. The authors are Michael
Spindelegger, Karl Erjavec, Eamon Gilmore and Villy Sgvndal, respectively the foreign
ministers of Austria, Slovenia, Ireland and Denmark.

The text, published as an “Oped” by CNN, is apparently being put forth by these four
distinguished statesmen who are freely expressing their views in a “personal capacity”. One
would expect, however, given the position that they hold within their respective
governments, that this proposal has the support of Austria, Slovenia, Ireland and Denmark.

The proposal in itself is highly convoluted. Realities are turned upside down.The Syrian
government is identified as responsible for committing atrocities, when in fact the killings of
civilians including extrajudicial assassinations have in large part been conducted by foreign
supported death squads.

The existence of “opposition” terror brigades integrated by mercenaries and funded by
NATO, Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia is not mentioned. Nor is the existence of the Al Nusra
Front, affiliated to al Qaeda in Iraq, supported covertly by the CIA.

The text is largely based on the report of the U.N. Commission of Inquiry on Syria, under the
auspices of the UN Human Rights Council.

This four Foreign Ministers initiative “smells rat”: is it the prelude of a new round of
demonization of the Syrian head of State, using the legitimacy of the ICC as a convenient
coverup of war crimes committed by US-NATO sponsored terrorists.

The four foreign ministers are complicit in upholding a covert military agenda against Syria.
They are complicit in war crimes.

Does this initiative point to an EU project to take the Syrian president to the ICC as well as
impose a new range of economic sanctions?
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Below is the full text of the Proposal:

Over the months, we have been following the events in Syria with growing
concern. We support the aspirations of the Syrian people to freely choose a
government that represents all the enriching diversity of this multi-
confessional nation, one that respects the rule of law, human rights and
democracy. It is deplorable that the current regime in Damascus has not
heeded the repeated calls for a peaceful transition of power.

As do our colleagues from the Arab League, we strongly condemn the violence
by the al-Assad regime against the Syrian people. We call on all sides to end
the violence and to genuinely support the U.N.-led efforts to achieve a political
solution.

But recent developments have given reason for even more serious concern.
U.N. peacekeepers were seriously injured when a convoy of the UNDOF
peacekeeping operation on the Golan Heights was attacked. Reports about
possible preparations for the use of chemical weapons circulate.

The al-Assad regime is preparing Damascus for confrontation with the rebels
and we know that these situations of last stand urban fighting often result in
the most terrible atrocities being committed in armed conflict, with particular
dangers for civilians. Concerned that the crisis in Syria may soon reach a new
level of violence, we publicly appeal to all parties to the conflict to abide by
international law, especially international humanitarian law and human rights
law, and to recall that all those that commit or order war crimes and crimes
against humanity will be held accountable. This principle cannot and will not be
negotiated.

As we know from the work of the U.N. Commission of Inquiry on Syria,
horrendous crimes have already been committed during the conflict in Syria,
but there have been no consequences for the perpetrators. It is precisely for
situations like this that the international community established the permanent
International Criminal Court (ICC) ten years ago. This independent judicial body
can provide justice when a state is unable or unwilling to prosecute the most
terrible crimes. Since Syria is not a party to the ICC Statute, jurisdiction of the
Court requires a decision of the U.N. Security Council. In view of the grave
concerns mentioned above, and the lack of prosecution in Syria, we call on the
U.N. Security Council to urgently refer the situation in Syria to the ICC. In this
respect, we welcome the Conclusions of the European Union Foreign Affairs
Council on December 10, 2012 and the Swiss initiative at the United Nations to
achieve this goal.

A referral to the ICC - which has repeatedly been suggested by the U.N. High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay - has several advantages. The
Court is a neutral and impartial institution that investigates and prosecutes the
most serious crimes on all sides. A referral would give the leaders of the Syrian
opposition a strong argument to call for discipline among its diverse forces. It
would give the members of the al-Assad regime a further reason to question
their allegiance. And it could assist the search for a political solution to the
conflict. As we saw in other crises, parallel political and judicial processes are
mutually supporting. There is no decision to be taken here between either
peace or justice - a sustainable, long-term solution requires both.

Most important, however, a referral to the ICC would make clear to every
fighter on all sides of the conflict that the gravest crimes will eventually be
punished. We owe this not only to the victims and their families, but also to
future generations of Syrians who want to live in a free state founded on the
principles of peace and justice. And we owe it to the future of humankind: After
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thousands of years of sometimes gruesome history, human civilization must no
longer accept impunity for the most atrocious crimes. Only if we make
absolutely clear that these crimes will not go unpunished, can we reduce the
likelihood that humankind will have to suffer from them in the future.
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