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Assange to be Handed over to the UK, then to the
US?
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According to WikiLeaks on Thursday,  Julian Assange’s  freedom is gravely threatened,
tweeting:

“BREAKING: A high level source within the Ecuadorian state has told @WikiLeaks that Julian
Assange  will  be  expelled  within  ‘hours  to  days’  using  the  #INAPapers  offshore  (corruption
and money laundering) scandal (involving President Ecuadorian President Lenin Moreno) as
a pretext — and that it already has an agreement with the UK for his arrest.”

Reports surfaced months ago, suggesting Moreno might collude with the US and UK on
Assange – ignoring his citizenship rights, along with revoking his asylum granted him in
Ecuador’s London embassy by President Rafael  Correa in August 2012.

On Tuesday, Moreno falsely accused Assange of “repeatedly violat(ing) the conditions of his
asylum,” suggesting he’ll revoke his asylum, hand him over to UK authorities, followed by
extradition to the US.

Moreno  lied  claiming  Assange  “hack(ed)  private  accounts  (and)  phones.”  The  phony
accusation relates to a WikiLeaks tweet about what’s referred to in Ecuador as the INA
Papers.

In March, information from Moreno’s cell phone and gmail account sent to an opposition
lawmaker was published online, the material called the INA Papers, allegedly implicating
Moreno,  his  brother,  and  close  associates  in  an  offshore  corruption  scandal,  involving
perjury  and  money  laundering.

Denying wrongdoing, Moreno turned truth on its head, saying

“(i)n  WikiLeaks  we  have  seen  evidence  of  spying,  intervention  in  private
conversations on phones, including photos of my bedroom, of what I eat, of
how my wife and daughters and friends dance.”

He accused Correa of  spying on him by planting a  hidden camera in  the wall  of  his
presidential office. Correa called the charge absurd.

WikiLeaks didn’t publish the INA Papers. Pressured by Washington and Britain, Moreno has
been seeking an easy way to  justify  revocation of  Assange’s  asylum.  He provided no
evidence supporting his charges because none exists.
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Assange is a political refugee – granted Ecuadorian citizenship and given asylum in the
country’s London embassy by former President Correa.

Under international law, refugees and asylum seekers are protected.

Article I of the 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees calls them:

“(P)ersons who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political
opinion, (are) outside the country of their nationality, and (are) unable to or,
owing to such fear, (are) unwilling to avail (themselves) of the protection of
that country.”

Post-WW II, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established to help them.
To gain legal protection, they must:

be outside their country of origin;
fear persecution;
be harmed or fear harm by their government or others;
fear persecution for at least one of the above cited reasons; and
pose no danger to others.

Assange  clearly  qualifies  on  all  of  the  above,  entitled  to  political  asylum by  Ecuador  as  a
citizen of the country.

Expulsion  from  its  London  embassy  would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  international  law,
unjustifiably  justified  by  baseless  charges.

Assange is an investigative journalist/whistleblower, publishing material supplied by sources
believed to be credible, unidentified for their protection.

WikiLeaks is not an intelligence operation. Nor it it connected to Russia or any other country.
Claims otherwise are fabricated.

Assange earlier explained that WikiLeaks has the right “to publish newsworthy content.
Consistent with the US Constitution, we publish material that we can confirm to be true…”

US regimes are at war on individuals who reveal dirty secrets about the imperial state –
notably its high crimes of war, against humanity, and other serious wrongdoing.

It’s information everyone has a right to know, providing it a vital public service, heroism
above and beyond the call of duty, warranting high praise – nearly always with no monetary
compensation. Doing the right thing is its own reward.

The Obama regime prosecuted more whistleblowers doing their job honorably than all his
predecessors combined.

Trump hardliners consider leaking vital information everyone has a right to know a threat to
national security which it’s not.

Since the 1970s, Congress repeatedly affirmed the right of civil servants to report what they
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believe are abuses of power, government corruption, rule of law violations, dangers to
public health and safety, as well as other wrongdoing.

Journalism the way it should be is protected by the First Amendment. It’s the most important
freedom. Without it all others are threatened.

Truth-telling  in  America  today  is  greatly  endangered.  When  ruling  regimes  consider
independent journalists and whistleblowers doing their jobs honorably threats to national
security, totalitarian rule replaces freedom.

In 2012, the Obama regime turned truth on its head, falsely declaring Assange an enemy of
the state, forcing him to take refuge in Ecuador’s London embassy to avoid unjust arrest,
extradition to America, prosecution, and imprisonment to silence him – for doing the right
thing, for the crime of vital truth-telling.

At the time, a secret grand jury issued a sealed indictment, reportedly accusing him of
spying under the long ago outdated 1917 Espionage Act, enacted shortly after America’s
entry into WW I.

It should have been declared null and void decades ago. During WW I, it prohibited anyone
from interfering with US military operations, supporting the nation’s enemies, promoting
insubordination in the ranks, or obstructing military recruitment.

It remains the law of the land, used to charge, prosecute, convict and imprison Chelsea
Manning unjustly, along with other unjust charges against her.

Assange faces the same fate if extradited to America. Anyone exposing US high crimes
and/or other dirty secrets Washington wants suppressed is vulnerable.

Assistant US Justice Department Attorney Kellen S. Dwyer revealed the indictment, saying
it “need(s) to remain sealed until Assange is arrested.”

Trump earlier called him “disgraceful,” saying the “death penalty” would be OK against him
and others associated with WikiLeaks.

Earlier,  Pompeo falsely  called  WikiLeaks  a  “non-state  hostile  intelligence  service  often
abetted by state actors like Russia.”

John Bolton once said Edward “Snowden should swing from a tall oak tree.” He called for
“a cyberwar attack on WikiLeaks.”

Attorney Carlos Poveda believes a deal was struck between Ecuadorian President Moreno
and the Trump and Theresa May regimes to extradite Assange to the US, saying:

“There has been a rapprochement between the United Kingdom, the United
States and Ecuador,” adding:

“I believe that (the US and UK) have reached some agreement, and that is
exactly why the special protocol (on home rules) was introduced, which is to
justify Julian’s withdrawal (from the Ecuadorian embassy) to accelerate the
process of ending his asylum and hand him over to the UK authorities” – for
extradition to America.
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Major unjust charges await him, Poveda saying “(i)t will not be a death penalty, but he may
get a life sentence” – maybe without the possibility of parole.

Horrific US mistreatment of Chelsea Manning, other whistleblowers, and countless others
falsely charged in the US show the imperial state wants everyone in its crosshairs denied
their fundamental rights if dare reveal government wrongdoing.

Constitutionally guaranteed due process and equal protection under law no longer apply in
the US. Police state injustice replaced them.

Chelsea Manning languishes in solitary confinement detention since rearrested on March 8
for invoking her constitutional rights, refusing to give grand jury testimony, believing she
was wrongfully subpoenaed for three reasons.

Trump regime hardliners opposed the commutation of her sentence by Obama, wanting her
imprisoned again for revealing US high crimes of war.

They’re aiming for her to unwittingly self-incriminate herself during grand jury testimony,
along with providing information to be used against Assange.

If  expelled from Ecuador’s London embassy, he awaits a harsh fate similar to years of
torture abuse Manning continues to face.

Note: Ecuador’s Foreign Ministry denied the reports about Assange’s imminent expulsion
from its London embassy.

His  supporters  pitched  tents  outside  the  embassy,  backing  his  right  of  asylum.  “NO
EXPULSION” is spelled out in LED lights on the sidewalk in front of the embassy, cameras
positioned near its entrance.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Award-winning author Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. He is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research
on Globalization (CRG)

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

Featured image is from Snopes.com

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2019

mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman


| 5

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

