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On December 26, Arab League observers began monitoring Syrian cities. They’ll remain
another month, despite calls to remove them.

Al Arabiya, Saudi Arabia’s state-controlled media, reported Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-
Faisal saying:

“My country will withdraw its monitors because the Syrian government did not
execute any of the elements of the Arab resolution plan.”

“We are calling on the international community to bear its responsibility, and
that includes our brothers in Islamic states and our friends in Russia, China,
Europe and the United States.”

He also called for “all possible pressure” against Assad.

Saudi Arabia kowtows to Washington. It’s also repressive and lawless with no legitimacy
whatever. In its latest 2011 human rights assessment, America’s State Department accused
it of arbitrary arrests and detention, torture and other abuses, political prisoners, absence of
basic freedoms, and other international law violations.

It was said because it’s not reported. It also doesn’t deter America from supporting Saudi
policies and pursuing far worse ones globally.

Pressure’s relentlessly building on Assad. Washington, Israel, and rogue allies plan regime
change. Short of direct intervention, Western-generated uprisings began in March. Libya’s
model was replicated.

Syria’s been ravaged for months. Thousands died, including security forces killed with heavy
weapons.

Assad’s  wrongfully  blamed  for  a  Western/Israeli/rogue  regional  alliance-generated
insurgency. So far, he’s holding on. At issue is regime change, isolating Iran from its key
ally.

Expect  greater  pressure on Tehran ahead.  War’s  an option,  including against  Syria,  if
sanctions and other destabilization methods fail.

On January  22,  New York  Times writer  Kareem Fahim headlined,  “Arab League Floats
Ambitious New Peace Plan for Syria,” saying:
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“Faced with the failure of its observer mission to curb violence,” League members “on
Sunday  unexpectedly  floated  an  ambitious  peace  proposal  that  would  require  (Assad)  to
hand over power to a deputy and start negotiations with his opponents within two weeks.”

They also proposed a national unity government within two months, followed by presidential
and parliamentary elections within six months.

In Cairo, Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, said:

“The formation of a national unity government within two months, with the
participation of both the regime and the opposition, headed by an individual,
previously agreed upon, and whose mission would be the implementation of
the terms of the Arab League’s plan.”

Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim al-Thani said:

“We ask that the Syrian regime leave and hand over power. We are with the
Syrian people, with their will and with their aspirations.”

Qatar’s an absolute monarchy. People have no say whatever. Its prime minister, Hamad bin
Jasim bin Jabir Al Thani (a royal family member), said:

“We’re going to the Security Council. We know what the Syrian people are
going through. We are doing as much as we can.”

Assad categorically rejected League demands. SANA, Syrian Arab News Agency, said:

“Syria rejects the decisions taken by the Arab League (AL) Council  on the
ministerial level on Syria which are outside an Arab work plan and the Protocol
signed with the AL.”

These decisions “violat(e Syrian) sovereignty, (and) blatant(ly interfere) in its internal affairs
(as well as) violat(e the) objectives for which the AL was established and the Article VIII of its
Charter.”

“Syria condemns this decision, which came in the framework of the conspiratorial scheme
hatched against  Syria  which have been exposed (as  attacks on)  people and the Arab
Homeland.”

Instead  of  “halting  (the)  financing  and  arming  (of)  armed  terrorist  groups  which  (killed)
innocent Syrian civilians and attack the state’s facilities and infrastructures, (and) stop the
misleading  media  campaigns  responsible  for  the  bloodshed,  we listened to  instigatory
statements which reflect their owners’ connection with the schemes targeting the security
of our people through demanding the foreign interference in Syria’s affairs.”

Qatar and most other League members are lawless rogue states. Pro-Western despots head
the  worst  of  them.  Duplicity,  lawlessness,  repression,  and  complicity  with  Western
imperialism define their agenda.
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They actively supported Libya’s ravaging, colonization, exploitation, and plunder. They’re
silent about ongoing atrocities in Bahrain, Yemen, Somalia, Palestine, and elsewhere in the
region.

Since  March,  they  also  supported  Western-backed,  armed  and  funded  anti-Syrian
insurgents. Assad calls them “outlaws, saboteurs and armed terrorist groups.” He holds
Western states and complicit regional allies responsible.

Repeatedly, most League members attack, kill, arrest, imprison, and/or brutalize their own
people for protesting against political, economic and social injustice.

League leaders have no legitimacy, nor does international law support their proposal.

Provisions of International Law

The  1933  Montevideo  Convention  of  Rights  and  Duties  codified  them in  international  law.
Article 3 states:

“The political existence of the state is independent of recognition by the other
states. Even before recognition, the state has the right to defend its integrity
and  independence,  to  provide  for  its  conservation  and  prosperity,  and
consequently  to  organize  itself  as  it  sees  fit,  to  legislate  upon  its  interests,
administer  its  services,  and  to  define  the  jurisdiction  and  competence  of  its
courts.”

Article 4 calls states “juridically equal,” with rights the same as all others.

Article 5 says fundamental state rights “are not susceptible of being affected in
any manner whatsoever.”

Article 8 says “No state has the right to intervene in the internal or external
affairs of another.”

Under Article 10, differences between states “should be settled by recognized
pacific methods.”

Article 11 calls sovereign state territory “inviolable….”

The UN Charter recognizes the following state rights and obligations:

sovereignty;

equality among all states;

non-interference in their domestic affairs;

self-determination;

non-interference in other states’ domestic affairs;

settling disputes peacefully; and

refraining from threats or force.
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In  other  words,  states’  rights  entail  obligations  to  others.  Montevideo and UN Charter
provisions defined them.

In  October  1970,  the  General  Assembly  approved  the  Declaration  on  Principles  of
International  Law  concerning  Friendly  Relations  and  Co-operation  among  States  in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

The above sovereign rights are included in them. All UN members are bound by them.
Washington, rogue NATO partners, Israel, and complicit Arab League states spurn them.

Violence, instability and war result. Syria and Iran are threatened. As a result, Fidel Castro
sees world peace “hanging by a thread,” saying:

“I believe that the political situation surrounding Iran (and Syria) and the associated risks of
a nuclear war that involves us all (are) extremely delicate because they threaten the very
existence of our species.”

“The sheer tranquility with which the United States and civilized Europe carry out (their)
campaign(s)  with  the  incredible  and  systematic  acts  of  terrorism is  enough  to  shock
anybody….Is it an exaggeration to say that world peace is hanging by a thread?”

Yet major media scoundrels threaten it.  Their rhetoric supports imperial lawlessness. In
2011, they cheerled NATO’s Libya war. They now target Syria and Iran.

They endorse Washington’s agenda, ignore rule of law principles, turn a blind eye to facts on
the ground, and maintain a steady hostile drumbeat, mindless of potential consequences.

New York Times Supports Wealth and Power Lawlessness

Bill Keller formerly served as New York times executive editor. In other words, he called the
shots on editorial policy. In June 2011, he stepped down to focus on writing. Too bad he
didn’t opt for something else.

On January 22, his article titled, “Bomb-Bomb-Bomb, Bomb-Bomb-Iran?” stopped short of
endorsing it, but regurgitated the same hostile canards infesting Times’ pages.

Truth  and  full  disclosure  aren’t  its  long  suit.  Managed  news  and  opinion  define  it.  Keller
proliferates it with comments like “for all its denials, the Iranian regime is determined to
acquire nuclear weapons, or at least the capacity to make them quickly in the event of an
outside threat.”

No matter that America’s latest intelligence assessment dismisses the allegation. Keller
didn’t explain nor do other Times writers or commentators.

Instead he endorses hard-line lawlessness short  of  war,  including sanctions,  refusal  to
exclude military action, and regime change for a US client one.

“The point of tough sanctions, of course, is to force Iranians to the bargaining table, where
we can do a deal that removes the specter of a nuclear-armed Iran,” even though there is
none.

Keller knows but didn’t say. Instead, he betrayed Times readers with misinformation. So do



| 5

other major media scoundrels.

Why else would Castro and like-minded analysts see world peace hanging by a thread.
Possible nuclear war threatens it. Yet America’s media risk it.

So  do  rogue politicians  vying to  be  president,  Republican and Democrat.  As  a  result,
humanity also hangs by a thread. It’s no threat to take lightly.

Stephen Lendman is an award winning author based in Chicago He can be reached at
lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net .

Also visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com and listen to cutting-edge discussions with
distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio Network
Thursdays at 10AM US Central time and Saturdays and Sundays at noon. All programs are
archived for easy listening.

http://www.progressiveradionetwork.com/the-progressive-news-hour/.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those

mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.progressiveradionetwork.com/the-progressive-news-hour/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 6

who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

